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MEMOIR OF GRACE AGUILAR.

Hpace Acwmper was born st Mackney, June Zod, 1R
She was the ellest child, and enly danghter of Emanucl
Agnilar, one of Ihese merchants deseended from dhe Jows
of Spain, who, slmost within the memory of men, fleal From
persesulion in that consbry, aud songht and fomudd anoasy-
Tam in Huogland,

The delicate frame and feeble health observable in Grace
Agmilar Uhronghout her life, displeyed itsclf frow infhney;
from the age of thres yeurs, she was almosl constanily uon-
dor the care of some physicisn, end, by their adviee, anno-
wlly spending the summer mouths hy the sea, in the hope of
rousing and strengthening o naturally fragile constitation.
This want of physical energy was, however, in divect con-
trast to lior mentsl powers, whish developed caely, and
readily. She learned to remd with searcely sny trouble,
wnd when anen that nowledge was pained, lee answer when
ncked what she wonld like for a present, was invariably © A
book," which was read, re-read, and proserved with a caro
remerkable in so voung s child.  With the exeeption of
cighteen months passed ot school, her mother was her sola
mastructress, and hoth parents took equal delight in direct-
ing her stadies, and facilitaling ber personal inspection of
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all that was curiens and intercsting in the varions esunties
of Fngland to which they resorvted for her health.

Trom the early sze of seven she commenced keeping a
journal, which was continued with scarce any intermission
throughont her life.  In 1825 sho visitod Ouxford, Chelten-
bam, (Hlowcester, Worcester, Rosg, and Bath, and thongh af
thnt time but nine yoars old, her father took hor o Glouees:
ter and Worcester eathedralzs, and alse to sce a poreclain
snd pin manadkctory; &e, the sttention and inberost she dis-
played on thess peeasions, affording convining prool that her
wind was alive to approciate snd enjoy what was thus pre-
senked 1o her obeervation. Befurs she lad completed Tor
twellth year she ventured to try her powors in composition,
amid wrobe = Hitle drama, called Gustavos Vasa, never plb-
shed, and only here recorded as being the first gevm of
wliteh was aftorwards to bastima 1he raling passion,

in Beptember, 1828, the Donily went to reside in Thevon-
ghire for the healih of Mr. Aegilar, and there o sleong ad-
mieatioe S the beantios and wonders of nulure monifested
itsell: sl eonstantly vollected sheils, shives, scaweed, moss-
o5, &ro, in her daily rambles; and nol satisfied witl sdwmie-
ing their beauby, scdulowsly procoved whatever lilile eade-
chise or other books on thuse subjesta she could pureluse,
or horrow, ergerly endeavoring by #heir slidy, to inorcass
her lnowledge of their nature and propariica.

When she had allained the age of fourteen, lee Lither
eommenead s regulne comae of instenetion for hiz ebild, by
reading alinl, while she was employed in deawing, needle-
work, &o. History was selested, that Leing the study whieh
wow moat interested hor, and the Beab work chosen waz Jo-
sophins.

It was while zpending a short time ab Tavisieck, in
1830, that the beanty of the surronnding seenery led her to
cepress her thoughts in verse, Beveral small picccs soon



