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PREFACE.

—

A wrrxr introduction only is needed for this littls work,
sinoe it lays no claim to any high literary pretensions. We
have endeavoured, in clear and simple language, to go
through the practical details of a handicrafi on which, we
beliewe, no handbook has yot been published. TFrag-
mentary allusions to various methods, ocoasional receipts
or wrinkles which are nseful to a gas-fitter, have appeared
in trade and general journals from time to time, but there
has, no doubt, been felt by many a need of a practical
troatise dealing in & consecutive form with the operations
of gas-fitting.

There is hittle fear that the work of the gas-fitter will, in
our gemeration, a8 some would have us think, pass out
of ordinary requirements, for gas as & household illumi-
nant atill holds ita own, more firmly rooted in favour than
bafare, sinos the sccentricitios of household slectric lighting
have come to be known. The gas-fitter ia in as great request
to-day as af any time since the introduction of this cheap,
eonvenient, and pre-eminently eomfortable light. There
is even more occasion now for the display of intelligence
and skill than at any othor period in its history; for
new methods are day by day invented and developed with
which the gas-fitter must be familiar; but he must also
ding somewhat closely to the traditions of his araft, for
many of thess novelties are but for & moment, whils his
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gkill, often learned by slow and painful steps, is some-
thing that remains in his possession always.

It may truly be said that scarcely any handicraft has
stood in greater need of a handbook, since the methods
and details arse many and varied, and those old hands
whose experience has taught them much of their trade
are most reticent in imparting their knowledge to a
beginner. It is hoped, however, that throughout thesas
pages many & hint may be gathered to supplement the
observation even of journeymen long accustomed to the
trude, as the information has been gathered from meny
sources, and the methods and appliances recommended
tested by actnal experience. 5 "

ADVERTISEMENT TO SECOND EDITION.

Tne present is substantially a reprint of the First edition;
but a Supplementary Chapter has been added, giving a
brief account of recent improvements in Burners and of the
pow Incandescent systoms, as also of Penny-in-the-slot
Meters, and other modern developments of Gasz-lighting.
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