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ALASKA.

The New World brings her daughter out
With Tuss and bluster now:
Adorers seek her snow-whits hand,
And at her beauty bow.
Each strives her favor first to gain,
And rudely steps upon her train,

They court her whila they call her “ cold”
And " distant” to her face;

The heiress smiles, while quick breaths lift
Her frills of ancient lace—

The eyes of all her suitors rest

On glint of gold upon her breast. —E.G.
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GoLp HuNnTING 1IN ALASKA.

PREFACE.

The following story was origihally written
In pencll on any sort of paper at hand, and
intended merely for "the folks at homa’
It 18 only by a prior claim to the maauscript
that the young gold-bunter's mother bas ob-
tained his consent to publivh 1. The Alary
has been chaoged but little, oor has much
been added to make it as It standa, The par
rative la tre from begloning to end, inelod-
ing the proper names of persons end repsels
and minlng companles. It 18 offered to the
Diavid ¢, Cook Publishing Company with no
further apologics for {te sometlmes boyieh
style of conetruction. It will give the reader,

CHAPTER L

E ARE a ¢ompany of twenty men

! bound for Eotzebue Sound, Alasks.

It Is needless to eny we are gold-hunt.
org. In this year of our Liord 1888, men are
tying nerthward llke geese In the spring-
time. That pot mote than one of ue hae
e¥Cor sct eyes oo B real, live niEget passes
for mothing: we shell naturally recogmize
“ the yellow ™ when we see it, It 13 our inten-
tlon to raoeack Mother Nature's store-
houses, provided we can unlock or pry opeh
the (gurs without leslpg cur fingera by
freezing.,

Why we have gclected Kotzebune Sound as
the field of pur maneyvers 1t would be dif-
cult to glve a ratlonal resson. It may he
nothing more norless than the unlversal rush
to the pold fields of Alapka which rpebh, be-
ing Infectious, attacks all grades and con-
ditlons of men. That all grades and con-
ditions are represented tn our company will
be demonstrated later on,.T belleve,

The instigator of the Long Beach and
Alaska Miniog and Trading Company 18 an
undertiker by trade, a sometime predcher
by profession and practice when oot other-
wise engaged, His chargeter s not at all
In keeping with hig trade; he is a rolllcking
fellow and glven to much mirth.

We have alao o doctor, ag  praotection
against contingencies. His name 18 Coffin.
He and the updertaker have been bosom

b& ke man or hey. A hint as to how a young
fellow may spend bis tlne in the long Arctle
winter, or in the whole year. eveén though he
be A disappolnted gold-hunter. It may af-
ford suggestion to mining companles contin-
ually going to Alaska as to thelr responsi-
billty to each other and to the natives of the
Y fpamen North." It may glve “the folka
At home™ some intimatlon as o possible
Y gpomt times' under trylog clreomstances.
Blue fdngers mEy pot necesgarily depote &
blue heart,
ELIZABETH GRINNELL.
Pasadena, Cal, Jan, 16, 1901,

frienda for years. The combined Influencea
of theee are gufficient to losure proper ter-
minaton to sur teip, If not a propitions joor:
ney. The eldest of our company iR Fsing
fifty, the youngest twenty-ome. The oldest
hag lived long enongh to be convinced that
gold 1s the key that uclovks all earthly
treasurce; hie sole object le the key hidden
entmewhsre I the pockets of the great
Arctle.  The youngest cares little for the
gold, belng mere concerned about certaln
rari bicds which mey crogs his devions path,
The moet of ne have pever met before, but
ore now an Incorporsted miniog company,
like hundreds of ship's crews this year,
Each Intends o do his share of work and to
clalm his portlon of the profits, If profts
oM,

e have a two Fears' outfit of every com-
fort posslble to store awey on a Ditile
schooner seventy-two hy eightesn feet. Her
peme Ig “ Penelope;” you can read it In
plain type balf 2 wile away. Bhe was bmilt
for Japan waters and has pever set keel in
Aretle geag. There are numerosus prophecles
coneerning her: “ Bhe will never reach ler
destination:” * [mpnzsible that she la builr
for a etormy cosst;” “You may e well
make your wills hefore you embark” And
many other cheering benedictions are tossed
to the deck by friends on shore who watch
va loading the frefght inte ber hold.

We make no retort, Of what would be tee
use? Our hearts, oot ‘aopes, GuEwdEDh, W

kd
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on bosrd of her for better or for worse. We
ware our handkerchiefs In & last ** good-hy."”
They are thé only white bandkerchiefsr ln
aur posgession, brought apd sbnken out to
the winds for this very purpose. From
benceforth the bandans reigns on occaslons
when any 18 required. Old Glory Hoate
above us; the “Pepelope™ Iz bright with
new paint and trimmings and masta; ghe ia
towed out of San I'edro Harbor, and beads
for Ban Prancleco for more supplies,

Out of #an Pedro Hurbor! The very same
of which E. H. Dana wrote In 1840 A2 &8
“most desolate looking place” fregquented

miles; that la, in a direct line on our conrse
to Unamak Pase through the Aleatian
Iglanda, £or we have had many unfavorable
winds against which we were compelled to
tack. We have mailed two thousand miles,
count!ng full distance. We have experienced
two storms which, put together, aa the cap-
taln says, makes “a good half a gale”™
While the “ Penelope " rides the higheat bil-
lows like & dock, at times she pitches and
rolls in a terrific fashion. Her mevements
are ahort and Jerky, nolike those of a
ateamer or larger vessel. When the wind
blowe bard on her guarter, the rall {s often

tnder water. This

mekes locomotion diff-

by coyotes and Fodlans, but * altogether the
hest barbor on all the eosst.”

We have a copy of hig * Two ¥Yeora Hefora
the Maet™ om board, and shall be compll-
mented by what he saye about the English-
men and Americius whom be met,  If the
Californla fever (lazloessl spares the Hret
generation, It alwave attecks the second.”
IMd 'apa mean the crew of the " Pepe-
lope™? We shall see.

Having made a dutifal promlse to my
mother to “keep a foithful dlary™ of our
crulse, which, iz event of disaster, ghall be
duly corked in a large bottle and sent adrift,
I now enter my dret date since April 8,
1808, the day on which we sat sall from
8an Pedro, Californin.

North Pacific Ocenn, June 5.—We are gev-
enteen days out from SBan Franciaco, and
kave made a little over twelve hundred

“panelope™ at Anchor 1o Sit Pedro Harbor.

colt, especlally If the
waves are rolllng high,
and everything is
honncing about on
devk, Tt 18 my duty to
carry “ gruh™ from the
galley to the cabina,
and I crn never bandie
more than nne thing at
4 time, a8 T am obliged
to Ecep one hend free.
I wal. for my oppor-
tunity. else A heavy sea
Btarts ot the same time
and we go down to-
gether, * grub ™ and all.
Howaver, I have had
few accidents. Once I
landed o big platter of
mush upside down on
the deck, and at an-
other time B goet of wind took all the bie-
cuite overhoard, while a big sea Glled the
mllk pitcher with salt water. This wag not
B0 bad ar Dapa's experience with the
“peouse,” which ¥ preclous stuff ™ came
down &Il over him at the bottom of the
batehway, * Whotever your feellngs may
be, you must make a joke of everything at
Bea,' he wrote just after he had found
bimeelf lylog at full lepgth on the ellppery
deck with his tea-pot empiy amd sliding to
the far side, We are better off than the
crew of the  I'igeim " in 1840, for there I8
plenty more, If balt the breakfast goes to
feed the fishes,

Dawn in the cabin there i8 the most fun.
The table 18 bordered by a deep rall, and
seversl Bluts are fastened crosswise over the
aurface to hold the dishes, besidea holes and
racks for rapa; yet when things are (nelined
at an angle of thirty-five degrees it Is almost
Impossible, without somebody's hand on
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each geparate digh, te keep the meal o sight,
We bave some trouble lo cooking at times,
but the stove has an iron frame with crosa
pleces on top to Keep the Ketties from alld-
inz, which, In rough weather, ran never be
filled more than balf. We usually get up
very good meals; that s for such of the
crew B8 have an appetite. For breakfast,
rolled onts mush, baking - powder biscoity
boiled eggs or potatoes, and ham. For din-
ner, lght bread or milk tosst, beans or
copned corn, salt-borse, creamed potatoes,
anid aften sould wlth eraclkers. For guppor,
canned fruit, moffine or corn hread, boiled
ham and baked potatoes, Of course tea or
coffee with sach mesl., The cook makes floe
Feast bread, teo loaves o day. There sre
twenty-threse men on bhoard, I[neludlng the
hired sailors who are nat of the Compaby,
and even with five in the bospitnl we make
way with a good deal of foorl.

Our fare differs somewhat from that of
the erew of the * Pllgrim.” whose regular
dizi, Dana wrote, wasg *salt heel asd bis-
wuit,” with “an oveasional potato”™ Huof it
muet be remembercd that we had several
articles, such as eggs and bom and fresh po-
taroes, the first GAys of our cralae. which we
never saw later oo when we were confined
e bacon and beane for staple suppllee. with
dessicuted  vepgetables aml  seine  cauned
goode for extras.

We left San Fronelgeo May 10, after tak-
ing on board the parts of a river boat, to be
pet together when peeded, and much moere
Aretic clothivg than we can posslbly vee In
two or even four years. The sea We3 very
rough. Our captain had oot been on board
ship for two years, and the remilt was that
be, with every one of ihe party except the
gallors, wae very een-slek, The doctor wos
pretty well g couple of davs, but the un-
gertaker frred pot Bo well. He stayed on
deck and sang aud Jumped about and did hla
best to keep jolly a8 long &= nature conid
bold out. DPresently coe could tell that he
wag feellng rather unensy about something,
when all of 8 sulien guietness reigned and
only an ominons scnnd from over the rail
gave indieatlon of what was passing.

We bave some fne singlog. “ The * Pene-
lope Quartette ™ hae been formed and prac-
tices cvery evenlng, makipg voluminous
noise, but there i& no fear of disturbing
aljoining meetinge or coocerts, The guar-
tette is composed of Heynolds (the under-
taker), Foote, Wilson and Miller. There are
other singers of lesz remown., We bave &
“ yell.” which {8 frequently to be heanrd, es-

peeially at getting-up time In the morning.
It ls * Fepelope, Peoelope, zlp. boom, ab!
Going up to Kotzebue! rah! rah! rah!™

We are very much crowded and have
many discomforts, as snyone can lmagine
wa ehould have o go close gquarters; but we
are & congenlal coowd. [ waa sea-sick for a
waek, but am ofl right now aml capsble of
eating more than anyone else, & Eymptom
which the doctor fears may continue, as I
ake It A rule to eat up ell there is left at
both taobles, There are eleven men In the
after cabin and twalve in the forward cabin,
fochuding the forecestle, and each set have
weals eerved Im thelr respective cabins.
Having been chosen as * cook's assistant,” I
have ample opportunitles,

Wea hove aeen but few things of Inrerest
nutalide the Doat, amd thet makes 118 more
interesting to one another. We have righred
no vessels for rwe weeks., T saw fwo fur
peale, They stuck thelr bemds above the
waoter Just belind ua, oylng us curlonsly for
# Few minuvtes, and thew vanished. We have
seen one shark, but no whales, Petrsls, or
Mother Cary's Chickens, are almost alwaye
to lwe seen #ltting over the waves. Dlack-
footed RIbEtroRRes, or “ Eoonies,” 4s the suil-
ore oall them, are commen, followlng the
hout whd eating all kleds of scrape tbrowa
o them, We caught two with a Ash-hook,
but let themw go, a3 there I8 now oo saltable
place to pit the skips. Ooe of the alba-
troerce miewsured seven Feet thres inches
Fram tip ta tip of the outstreteched wings.
¥We fastened npon his back a plece of caop-
veg, giving the “ Penelope" with the Qute
atul longliude and latitode. I wonder Iif he
will ever be epen agaln, and, i seen, if this
1will be the only news of us the world will
ever recelvel

There are seversl " pootles™ which seem
to follow us constuntly. Ve have nnwed
them Jin., Toin and IHannah. They know
when meal time arvives, snd then comne cloge
alpogside within 8 few feet.

Tuesday, June T.—The past two days have
been stormy, bl we have made good time
and mre ooly four hundred st siXty-seven
miles from Toamok Pars. We saw severa]
pleces of kelp this morning, which gives evis
dence of land not far off, This moraing the
Hun came out several times, and every ome
g feellng quite JollF, which makes even the
gea-slck ones better. One of the most pop-
wolar sengs on deck these cloudy days bas
been the famillar one. “ Let a little suoshine
in” Everyone was singing lt to-dem . =i
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suddenly the
clouds broke as if
by itpulse and the
W A r m supshine
flonded the damp
decks.

The sun doesn't
Bet pow till teatly
oine o'clock, Aand
}:he whole nig]f;
; ong it ia scarce
Cacks' Unlun. dark at sli

To-lay Clyde took the pletures of the
party in groups, or * unians There g the
“Eallora' Unlon " (six of the boys besldes
the repgular
sailors, who go
ito the wateh
along with
them wnd take
thelr trleks at
the wheel),
the "Dlsh-
washera'
Tnien™ the
“Dnctors”
Tnlon™ iDr.
Colfin mul
Jert, who |8 a drugglst), the * Cooks’ TTnion '™
iBhafer and myeelf), and the * Coipa’ Uoion ™
{the cripples, or those who are sci-slok, and
do oo work; 1hey are Pancher, Wyse Ao
Collongh, Wilsan, Heynolds aml Shaul), If
the winds #re 'Avoreble wo cxpret to resl 1o
Durch Harbor for a few days. as we dre o
donubt top eerly to get ioto Koizebue. From
all accounts we ecannot hope Lo reach the
Bound unill July 14,

This sert of experlence i B0 Dew 0 me.
I thought I knew ascmothing of life on a
Bchooner, durlog ibe trip fo Bap Clemenie
aful Bun Nicholne last year, bot this 13 rogre
and better. Nearly everyone save myself Is
longing for land, aod they waich our rourse
each day me it Is traced on the chart with
more Interest than anything else, Just now
1 am sitting alooe on a beoch io the Little
Eeller, watching the potatoos and sali-horse
botling. The sun has come opt and every-
one B op deck, the "“orips ™ I¥ing agalpoet
the stern rali or along the glde of the eahin,
By orders of tha doctor all the hedding s
airing on the deck and rails amidebips, And
some of the boye are taking advantage of
the fair weather to deo their washlug. T did
my own Featerday, although 1t was raining.
aond, as I have a " pull™ with the cook, I
dried the clothes in the galley at oight. Of
course all washlng has to be done lo ealt

Jallors' Unlun,

water and 1t Ie scarcely satiefactory, to say
the lenst. This pecessary laundry work of
olrs s destined to occupy a good deal of
our time nnd paticnce, and I euspect that
before our crulse is over we shall long for a
gllmpae of a good, falthful washerwoman
with her suds, and her armes akimbo, and her
open smile,

Jupe 12—We ere ln Bering Sea and all's
well. It 18 partly clear, but cold, with a
ebarp wind, We went through Unamsk
Pres in the nlght. The captain thought [t
dangerous as well as dalaying, to atop af
Duteh Harlor, se we gave it up with dizap-
poinfinent. After beating for several hours,
we are oow well oo our way stralght north-
wetd 40 8t Lawrence Island. There is no
ice in sight, but we ean swmell it distinetly,
As we went thepugh the Pass it was caining,
stul we could mee but indistinetly the pre-
cipltous Ahores, The Pass s net usoally
takien hy salling veasels, sy it is quite oar-
row, bui aur captaln brooght us through all
right fn epite of fog and storm. ITe haa not
Blept for forty-elght hotra,.  The shortest
time ever made by a safling vessel from Ban
Francieco to Teamak Tage, 2,000 miles, was
cighteen days; and we made It with the
“ Penglope " in twenty-tbreo days. IInreab
for the * Penelope ™!

This morning we
passed within hailiog
distance of the ship
“Blotram.” of HBan
Francisco. Bhe had
takem a cargoe to St
Michaels and was on
tier way back., Her
captaln promised to re-
prt us, gud he also
i told ws that the ico
Dlshwashers' Unlon. wee yot packed north
of 81, Michaels and that several ships were
waltlog. Clyde took a snap sbot of the
* Elntram."

There are
plenty of
hirde to he
s2en now, If
I had falith
exough to
WATFADT ™ §
walking on
the water 1
would go
ehootlng.  Ouy
small beoats
are all lashed

Crips' Union,
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to the deck of the “ Penelope,” but the eap-
taln eays that in a few days we caRD put B
akiff overboard if It s calm, sand then ho!
for wurre pot-pie! Everyone ls hungry for

4 Snohath on Deck.

fresh mest. We try fishing with no lock
_Snw a fur senl to-day, the drex lo two weelka,

June 18, Bering Sen, latitnde 42 degrees,
longitude 172 degroes, 38 minetes—bBor the
pant few days we made good tlme, one hun.
dred miles to the duy, but on this date we
are becalmed. Clyde hes gone out in the
boat to catek 4 shap shot of ms He need
not huery, for never wag mouge wore still
thao the * Pepelope " at thlz moment. The
thermometer registers 38 degrees on decl.
We have sighted ne ice yet, and bope the
Berlog Straits are open,

I am sittlng In the galley, ax my fingery get
too cold to wrire outside. We have fust
«<lerred off supper, and the boys are prclng
the deck for exerclee. Home of them are be-
low, where an ofl styve in ench cabin takes
the chill apd dampness from the alr. It la
#cldom that the galley Is pot crammed full,
but just now the eook and the others have
gone below for a game of whist, s0 [ em-
brace the opportunity to write. My dlary ia
always written after I have fOnlshed my
dally bird notes, which I make as coplove sa
poeslble. I have some good records already,
We were bacalmed three daya in alght of the
Prybiloff Islands, and at obe time were so
close 10 8t. Paul Island thet we conld hesr
the barking of thousands of seals, and, by
the aid of a tield glass, could see them on

the beaches. A few were seen about the
* Penclope,” and one came so near to the
boat that it was touched with an oar. We
unlasbed the smallest boat and rowed out
with bher during the calmest days, &0 we had
some much-needed exarcise, Freguent fogs
kept us nenr the “ Penslope's " aide, as we
zhounld egsily become lost. We saw po ducks
or geese, but we had muorres in plenty and
pat-pie for several days, For a change they
were gerved up lo reaste, being first boiled,
and swoere flner than any duck I have tasted,
thoupgh some Of the squesinish crew compos-
lng the * Crips’ Unlon™ declared they were
 fighy."

O courae T improve every apportitnity dur-
lng pleasant daye to collect, and the result is
thirtecn firgt-clags bird skins, These sea
tilrda are almoat all fal nod the gresse clings
to and grows into the skin ee Armly that it
13 almost lmpoesible to put them v Among
ile good thlogs which [ have secored sre
the ecrested nauklet. red plalarcpe, paellos.
purre Aod horued puf@o, bot it will be did-
vull to nreserve the sking in this damp oli-
mate. . Coffin is becomiog intercsted als
ready, oand talks of puttlng in his spare
time collecting with me, He has been tak-
ing lesmons in ekimning, and ec far hae put
up twa gpeclmens. We hove rlgged wp 8
cracker-hox for gur hird-skins and ity to
Ecep It In the dryest plaee, thongh it 8 8o

Speaking the "Simteaw,"

crowded on shiphoard that a convenient
ploce for any particular thiog 18 scarce.
The currents in Berlng Sea are quite
strong, tendlng nporthward toward the
stralis, so that even when the wind fails



