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Bapew, Nowembsr, 1866,

It has happened to us sometimes, in the course
of conversation, to touch upon the great questions
of philoeophy, It is not & good plan, Conversa-
tion is necessarily broken up by intcrruptions, by
digressions, by guestions and anewers. One loses
continually the line of thought and reasoning, I
desire to begin and to continue the conversation
in order to enunciatc, in & few conecise paragraphs,
my opinions on these suhjects, They have sprung
from the reflections of a long, honourable, and
studious lifetime. It i3 not my fault if these re-
flections have destroyed, piece by piece, all the
edifice of ordinary belief (an edificc in which I
loug took shelter), and have reduced me like
Montaigne, to have nothing whereon to lay my
head, but the “ pillow of doubt.’’ TFar from pro-
fessing incredulity, [ confess it, and seck in all
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Incarnation,* the Redemption, the Eucharist,
which are believed in, precisely as St. Angustine
says, guiz absurdum.t Miracles, from that of
Joshua stopping the sun, or Jesus raisiug up
Lazarus, down to St. Apolline, through whose
intercession toothache is cored ; Sacraments which
obtrude themselves throughout our lives, from
baptism to extreme unction ;—round about man,
angels and demons, legends of Paradise, of Pur-
- gatory, and of Hell, This system is complete, it
12 convenient. Believers have learnt it; they
teach it, they bold to it; they believe they be-
licve.

it is our daty to examine.

On the one hand, in the lust and in the pre-
sgnt century, in the Profession de Foi du Vicaire
Savoyard,-and in the Religion Naturelle of my

e

* Likwe the Avatar, seeomling to the Brahming, of Visch-
nou in the bosom of the Virgin Maia: like the two
twina brought into the world by the Virgin Tétécinan in
Mexieo, ata.

+ %1 do not sesk to understand in order to believe,”
said Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury, # but to beliswe in
order to understand.” His successora, the contemporaries
of Darwin, Husley 'and Tyndall, continue to preach the
aame doctrine.
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worthy friend Juoles Simon, the spiritualist philo-
sophers have put forth a vest improvement on
official Christianity. Although religious, they
have shown themselves to be sincere, reasonshble,
tolerant, humane. They have sternly rejected
sll superstitions, all absurds. The only positive
beliefs which they have retained are those in an
eternal God, the Creator and Ruler of the world,
and in an immortal soul, gifted with free will, and
which will, in muother world, be judged accord-
ing to its works, Upon these two fundamental
belicfs they found a pure and wise morality,
capable of coneoling and =anctifying our lives, and
happy, indced, it seems to me, would mankind be,
if in its urgent need of some sort of religion, it
adopted thie simple form of a purified Deism,

I admit it: but, as Channing himself, the pions
apostle of the Unitariane, says, man believes what
he can, not what he would, He ought to question
the reason which God has given him, " reason
that controller-general of all that iz within and
without the vault of heaven ™ ( Montaigne). Our
Spiritualists themselves say, with pride, “ We
prefer error freely searched for, to truth servilely
adopted” (Paul Janet, Spiritualisme Frangais).

Again I say, it is our duty to inquire.
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II. Or raz Crrearion.

So long as men believed that their little planet
was the centre of the universe—that above the
earth flat and immoveable,* the firmament, alter-
nately traversed by two great lominaries, * the
gun to role by day, the moon by night,” formed a
vault—one understands that they could believein
& creation like that related in (Genesis. The seven
days, which are seven periods, have a certain
agreement with the course of the world's forma-
tion. Men conld then literally admit, for instanee,
the God of the Jews, who walked about in Eden,
ascended on a cloed, hid Himself behind & bush,
surrounded Himself, in order to incresse His
majesty, with thunder and lightning, talked
familiarly with Adam, Cain, Noah, Abraham,
Jacob, Moses, and did not even take 1t amiss that
the Philistines and Amalekites had different gods
of their own. Bat now-a-days, ecience has piﬂl'cﬂﬂ
with a sure glance, the immensity of the heavens,
and with & no less sure hand has laid down the

# & ] have made'the earth like a sheet, and the heavens
like & lent ubove it ™ (Paslms),

“ And Gaia (the sarth) produced, first, sharry Ouranos( tho
sky), equal to herself, for bu covers ail bar surface ™ (Hepiod ).

“(Fod has given yon the earth for a base, and the
heavens for go abode ¥ (Koran),
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mighty laws which role the universe. The mere fact
- that the Almanack predicts to an hour the return
of a tide, of an eclipse, of & comet, demonstrates
the powet of scienece, and brings it home to the
most ignorant. She has nocessarily shaken the
- obsolete and chaldish beliefs of primitive humanity.
When Galileo said, “E pur si muove,”* he de-
stroyed with a word all the theogonies which had
prevailed emong men, Newton, Buoffon, Volia,
Linomus, Lavoisier, Lalande, Herschel, Darwin,
Kirchhof (by these I would designate, astronomy,
natural science, chemistry, geometry, natural
history ), have completed hia work and his vietory.
We now know that this earth is omly one of the
smallest satellites of the sun,—himself, although
the astronomers give him thirteen hundred
thousand timcas the volume of the earth, but one
of the eighteen thousaund little stars which go to
compose the nebula which, among five or =ix
thousand others, is ealled the Milky Way. And
each time that we succeed in cnlarging the

* Livn Foucsult has made the motion of the earth
visible and tangible. 'We might well say of Gulileo’a ex-
clamation, what Byrun said of & far less important ona 1—

“ Methinka these are the most tremendous words,
Binoe ‘ Mené, Mend, Tekel,' and * Upharain.'



