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A DENOMINATIONAL PRESS.

Ir thera ever has been an age, or a land,
demanding a living, acting, ageressive spirit
in. the Church, this ia that age, and this is
that land. An age instinct with life, in a
land whose one characteristic iz life, de-
mands a living Church.

In the highest import of the term, the
Church’s lifs depends upon her vital union
with ber living head ; and may God voneh-
safe to her more and more of that lifel
But it i= to that external life and activity by
which e inner life is impressed upon the

world, that reference is now had., It is in
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thiz zense that a living Chureh is demanded
by the land and age in which God has cast
our lot.  The Church that would make
headway, that woald be successful in doing
its whole worle, and leaving its mark unpon
onr national life, must be a living, active,
agpressive body,

The first element of power in such a
Church, is a ministry with apostolic faith
Joined to apostolic enterprise. The second
element is the prinfed page, the anxiliary
of such a ministry, explaining, confirming,
and supplementing its teachings,

The thought is a trite ene; its obvious
truth has made it trite. Tt is a pity that
it is so.  Axioms often weigh less with the
public than paradoxes, not that they are
less weighty, but less new. Men wonder
at the tornado, who think nothing of their
daily allowance of atmospheric air; the
sunlight is less impressive than the light-
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ning's flash, Be, having offen heard of
“the power of the press,” men drink in the
words with no apprehension of the fact
which they express. Thoy daily see strangs,
beneficent, or Lorrid results, but have ne
notion of their unseen causes. The power
of the printad page, as a bearer of thought
and motive, its conncetion with daily his-
tery, is to them unknown, becanse un-
noticed. They learn in the moming's
journal of a munificent gift to & worthy
object, but they know not that the reading
of @ traet lay back of that pift. They
gicken at the report of bloodzhed in the
place of debauch, but they know not the
book by which the mind of that young man
was debauched before his fect had trod the
path of overt sin. Like the engineer, wha,
with his wires and his galvanic battery, ia
far from the explosion of which he iz the

unzeen cause, the anthor i not szeen in
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contact with the results of his labora. The
press sends the electric spark of thought,
flashing from the laboratory of the writer's
brain, through sea and land. It flies un-
checked by oceans and continents, and the
catastrophe ensues; but to the world the
connection is all unknown. We would that
they on whose ears those words, “the power
of the press,” fall with a familiarity which
has bred contempt, might learn their mean-
ing. It is not our purpose at prezent to
unfold the truth with regard to that power,
but rather to assert it, and to invite our
readers to some thonghta which it suggests
as to the duty of our own Presbyterian
Church to use the press.

How stand the facts as to the use of
the press in America? Universal suffrage
makes every citizen a politician, and bence
a reader, The demand for books, papers,
and periodicals, mostly confined in Europe
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to the more affluent classes, here comes
from the whole mass of the population. It
is not only the echolar, the gentlaman, the
professional man, and the merchant, who
vead in America. The mechanic, also, must
bave his daily paper, and his sons and
daughters must have their books. So it is
with the tradesman, The farmer’s table ia
well covered with magazines and periodicals.
The laborers in our factories and sheps
read. The porter reads as he aits upon the
curbstone waiting for a job, and the dray-
man reads upon his dray. The cook in the
kitchen, as well as the lady in the parlor,
reads. The old and the young, the high
and the low, the rich and the poor, unite
to awell the demand for the products of the
presg in all their forms. To meet this
demand, millions of pages issue daily from
thousands of presses.  All conceivable
topies—and some topics inconceivable by



