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PREFACE.

Tue following Sketeh was drawn up as ‘part of the Introduction to the
Dictionary of the Ancro-Saxon Liweuage. A few copies have been
separately printed, to meet the wishes of those who are interested in
Dutch literature. This Sketch might have been easily extended to o
large volume ; but, as asmple justice has been done to the Dutch language
und literature, by the authors named in the note at the foot of the twenty-
ninth page, it is only deemed expedient, at present, to refer those who
wish to enter morc fully into the subject, and the British public in
general, to these respectable authorities,

In every part, reference is made to the source frum which the informa-
tion has been derived. The suthor, however, to ensure as much correctness
as possible, has consulted some of his personal friends, eminent for their
knowledge of Dutch. Here he deems it necessary to express his
obligation to onc of the most celebrated native scholars, Professor
Siegenbeek; at the same time that he acknowledges himsell greatly
indebted to a foreigner, C. H. Stahl, Esq. LL.D., late Vice-Chancellor
of Holstein, whose predilection for the Dutch has induced lim, after
fraversing nearly every province in Furope, to teke up his residence
at Haarlem, and to become perfectly acquainted with the Dutch langnage
and literature,



THE ORIGIN

oF

THE DUTCH.

1—THE IMPORTARCE OF A CLOBE INVESTIGATION OF LANGUAGES IN CORROBORATING
HEVELATION, AND TRACING THE ORIGIN AND AFFINITY OF KATIONS. —ALL
LANGUAGES HAVE A DISTANT VERDAL RESEMBLANCE, INDICATING & FRIMITIVE
COXKEXION.—THERE I£ ALS0 A GEEAT DIVEESITY IN THE FORM AND ETRUCTURE
OF LANGUAGES, WIIICH IS MOST RATIONALLY ACCOUNTED FOR BY THE CONFUBIUN
BECOADED EY MOSFE—LANGUAGHES ARE MVIDED INTO CLABSES, SUCH Af THOSE
SPOEEN BY THE DESCENDANTA OF 8HEM, BEAM, AND JAPHETH—THE PEOFLE AND
LANGUAGES OF EUROFE WERE OF JAPHETH ORIGIN.—THE PIRST TRIBES THAT
ENTERED FUROPE WERE CELTE,~TIE NEXT WERE THE TEUTONI OR GERMANSE, —
AND THE THIRD THE BCLAVONIANS—AS WE ARE MOST CONCERNED WITH THE
TEUTONIC, OR GERMAN TRIEES, THEY CLAIM i PARTICULAR NQTICE

1, Tr is mind, understanding, or the power of ressoning, which is the
distinguishing property of man. The mind is 8 man’s self; by it we are
allied to the highest intelligence. Can it then be unimportant for an
intellectual being to examine the operations of the mind? But its opera-
tions or thoughts are so quick and fugitive, that no real apprehension of
them can be obtained, except by their representatives, that is, by words.
These, when spoken, quickly vanish from the mind. It is only when’
words are written, that they become tangible; they are then the lasting
representatives or signs of ideas. Those, therefore, who philosophically
and effectually examine the structure and the right meaning of words,
the instruments of thought, are most likely to have the clearest appre-
hension of the mental powers and their operations,

2. Words, as the instruments for expressing thoughts,* arc the con-
stituent parts of language. It is by language that the feslings, experience,
and indeed the whole mind of individuals, can be communicated and made
the property'of our whole species. The most sublime thoughts and extensive

* Whately's Elements gf Logie, Ch. ii. p. 55,



2 ORIGINALLY ONE LANGUAGE,

knowledge of those who have been favoured with the highest order of
intelleet, are in their writings concentrated and perpetuated: thus the ex-
alted endowment of reason is perfected by the gift of rational language.

3. The minute investigation of ‘langnage is not only important in
examining the mental powers, but in bearing its testimony to the truth
of Revelation, and in tracing the origin and affinity of nations.

4. The physical history of man, the researches of the most eminent
geologists, the investigations of the most able philosophers, and the close
and patient examination of all the phenomena of nature, are so many dis-
tinct confirmations of the Mosaic record. At present we need only refer
to the physical or nainral history of man.* Here every candid inquirer
is led to the conclusion, that all the diversities of the human race
originally sprang from one father and mother; and hence we reasonably
infer, that this primitive pair had one primitive language. We now find
& great diversity of tongues. To account for this diversity, philosophers
have started different theories:+ but there is no theory which so satis-
factorily accounts for the variety of languages, and yet the similarity
observable in their fragments, as the plain statement of facts recorded by
Moses.

5. “The whole earth was of one language and one specch,” or of one
lip,t and of like words.§ * And ii came to pass, as they (the families
of the sons of Nosh) journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in
the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there.” Because the people said, *“ Let
us build us & city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven ; and let
us meke us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the
whole carth,” when the Lotd hud determined that they should be dis-
persed, and. thus “replenish the earth,” God “ confounded their fip,
language, or pronunciation, that they could not understand one another’s
speech,” * Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the Lord
did there confound the language of all the earth; and from thence did the
Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.” (Gen. xi. 1,3,
4,7,9)

6. On a close examination and analysis of langunges, even as we
find them at the present day, neatly forty-two centuries afier the confusion,

* Repearches info the Physical History of Mankind, by C. J. Prichard, M.D., F.R.8., &o.

t Some French naturslists and physiclogists, with a few writers on history and antiquities
in Germuny, of the Adamie race e of one among many distinct creations. Vom
Humbeldt speuks of the Americans a3 a distinet stock.  Malte Brun has taken it for granted
that each part of the earth had its own race, of whose origin it wag in valn to Fl:qlm.‘e.
Miebuhr is of the same apinion as to the early inhabitnte of Italy.—Dr. Pricherd's Eastes
Origin of the Cellie Natipnt, Svo. Oxford, 1831.

1 Heb. 1M T2 PORITHD Y11 Sepruaging Eau iiv wive 9 xeihos dv: Vielgate
Erat antem terra labii univa—5158r  Hp, falk, morgin; labium, sermo, orn.

§ Hob. DVYMIR OVZMY ) Seplucgint sor oy pee wdge: Pulgore et sermonum so-
rundem.—my e pL ones, alike, the same, From e ane; muu@.l plooner, from Am]
ome.—VID'T words, apeech, from WT o word, matter, thing ; verbum, ros, aliquid,



PROOFS FROM PRESENT RESEMBLANCER. 3

there are, in almost every tongue, a few fragments and whole words so
similar, as to indieate an original connexion. The great diversity in their
vocabularies and grammatical structure is still more apparent. The
facts recorded by the Hebrew legislator of one original language, the
subsequent confusion of lip or pronunciation, and the consequent dis-
persion, alone mccount for this pervading identity or resemblance, and
the striking diversity.* Both these claim a brief notice.

7. First, there are resemblances or identities still observable in the
severed fragments of an original language. These occur most frequently
in words of the commonest use. Such words, if not composed exactly
of the same letters, are from letters of the same organ, or from those
which are interchangeable.

8. A slight inspection of the ten numerals, even in a few languages,
will prove that they had an original connexion.

* Those who wizh to eee this subject full; i\ satisfactorily discussed, are roferred to the
mﬁlnmﬂ%!m“ﬂﬂ:gﬂ.r a‘*ﬂ’m Dieereiticrin the Languages
of the World, and on their Primeval Couse, in the Transactions of Rar! Secigty of Literature of
the United Kingdem, Vol. 1. Part 1. 4to. 1827, p. 17—106, .mnm. Part 11 1834, p, m—
2L Helwam;edmmmdwdmufmlnmmﬁ“hmdud
He has slso made a similar claesification of the various teros to designate Mother, as BB
the first two e, Mr. Turner ob i In ™y letters on the firet and second
it was endeavoured to show, thall\ewunﬁwhmhmummnmhveuwdmerpmﬂm
were either siraple sounds of one b:g terms resolvable frequently into these
umplerelen!nu,aml mutpm }yllmp from them; bnot & more important object
was I evince, that both and the ucmda bhave regemblances and
mnwﬂmlupm,;mhﬂ,b::lm uedb}muam that werc swangers to each other,

WErE (00 DUmMeTHs b

I intimated that the languages or mnn;-rhn--mnh i lariti iled, b
dwurmlmddnergemtheyhud D, or now were, must have had some mucient and
primeval ing on this subjeet, it eccurred to me, that if the mind
Immtmngmﬂ!mnryrﬂu&,lheamehtsaul the suma intimation would Bppear a8

in some other words, ms they were vieible in the oomersls. Thisi
Wm’ neu.lhnwnmlend wuhmMWmGMnemmm
wnkﬂnusuuadmtheddfenntlmgmgu of the world 10 express the ﬁrst, the dearest,
the most universal, and the most lasting relations of life, Father and Mother, would be found
to eonfinm, or overfhrow the principles The words were arranged into clusses,
mordmglodmnprmmmarmmﬂa cots. These classes demonstrate that the
common use of sounds to expreas the same idens, must have had some common origin, and
are eudenm of a common In.dm}y affinity. While each class proves a similarity or an
, the classes § great diversity,  Identity without diversi -mllﬂ
have pwvcll cnly a commen derivation, and Ihvemty without idenfities would TOvE
comtmunity of ongin. But so much ldenllty and resemblance remaining, at this
advanced period of the world, visible amid unlmu:lul:ukmgand E!nmldnpnnzy,em]ym
cides with the Hebrew of an unity, and of & wption,
and dispersion.
Amongst his deductions Mr. Turner obaerves, that the “primeval linguage hes not been
u;'ﬂure preserved, but that fragments of it must, from the common origin of all, everywhere
exist: that theee fragments will indicate the original derivation and kindredship of all;
and that some direst eansation of no common -gmqrhu operated to begin, and has so
pemanenuyaﬁeotad menkind, a8 to produce a striking snd universally experienced diversity."
, whose erudition is universally ackoowledged, and whose o}um\mﬂ. from his
enenllre hn;ul knowledge, and especially from bis etitical acquaintance with the oriental
the has come to this conclusion; for he bas stated
; d mkﬁmi Iwm- wda)w l;d:emt Banskrit nﬂ.rd‘.:mwhh i:eh:ledgmd van
MN & di e, b niet meer,”") t “s“’ﬁ!u 1 Bl
is the Sangerit, the fru.tﬁll mother of 2o many dialects, exiats mh.ngn.—l’mﬁe&wr H,:ﬁmﬁ
Akademiseha ke. Leyden, Bvo. 1835, p. 7. These |ntmsung lectures have
just appeared; E: and Garman translations of them are wpmng for the press.
l’.ru longmhopu to see Professor Hamaker's two other learned works: o Comparizon of the
Radical Werds of the Sanserit with those of other Dinlects; and, Grammatical Remarks on the Indo-
Germanic Languages—on hath of which he has for some time been diligently, and it may be
added, very successfully engaged.




