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FIRE DEPARTMENT

FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1920

To The Honorable, The Mayor, The City Couneil, The Board of Fire
Commissioneras of The City of Los Angeles, California.

Gentlemen :—

I have the honor to present herewith, in complianee with the
requirements of the City Charter, the Thirty-fourth Annusl Report
of the Lios Angeles Fire Department.

A record of the Department will be found in this report, showing
the number of alarms to which response has been made, with the
losses resulting therefrom; also the number and kind of improve-
ments made during the year 1919.1920, together with recommenda-
tione for improvements that are necessary at the present time in
order that proper fire protection may be given the residents and
owners of the City.

During the fiseal year 1919-1920, the Los Angeles Fire Depart-
ment has responded to 3334 alarms, 3035 of which were actual fires,
being 248 more than for the preceding fiscal year, the property loss
being $1,468,792.00,

During the same period the companies at San Pedro, Wilmington
and Terminal-Island responded to 171 alarms, 162 of which were
actual fires, with a property loss of $131,925.00.

During the year one American LaFranee Triple Combination
Pumping Engine, Chemical and Hose Wagon was placed on duty in
East Ban Pedro. -

10,000 feet of 21%” cotton-jacketed, rubber-lined fire hose and
4000 feet of 134" eotton-jacketed rubber-lined fire hose and a small
amount of minor equipment were purchased and placed in serviee.

The following apparatus was purchased and placed in serviee
during the year:
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Seven American LaFrance Auto Triple Combination Pumping
Engine, Chemical and Hose Wagons.

One White Auto Chassis,
One Dodge Roadster.
One Cadillac ve-pazsenger touring car.

RECOMMENDATIONS
The City has incressed rapidly in population, and consequently
building activities have been stimulated to a great extent, and it
necessarily follows that the fire hazard has grown proportionately.
‘In order that adequate fire protection may be afforded, it is impera-
tive that consideration be given the following recommendations:

That & one story bungalow t¥pe engine house be constructed on
the lot owned by the City at SBawtelle.

That double, brick engine houses be constructed on lots owned
by the City at the following locations:

10th and Gaffey Sts., San Pedro.
Engime Co. No. 1, 2507 Pasadena Ave,
Engine Co. No. 2, 2127 East First St.

That lots be purchased and one story bungalow engine honses
be constructed on the same at the following locations: Bairdstown,
Gardena, Harbor City, Palms, 10th and Norton Sts, Cypress and
Pepper Sts., West Hollywood at Gardner Junetion, and Owens-
mouth.

That ten motor driven triple combination pumping engines,
chemical and hose wagons be purchased and installed with the neces-
sary crews and equipment at the following locations: Sawtelle:
10th and Gaffey 8ts, San Pedro; Bairdstown; Gardena; Harbor
City; Palms; 10th and Norton Sts.; Cypress and Pepper Sts.; West
Hollywood at Gardner Junetion, and Qrwensmouth,

That ten motor driven triple eombination pumping engines.
chemica]l and hose wegons be purchased and installed to replace
apparatns now in service at following housea:

Hose Co. No. 1, 113 South Grifin Ave.

Hose Co. No. 4, 129 South Loma Drive.
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Engine Co. No. 2, 2127 East First St.
Engine Co. No. 18, 2616 Hobart Blvd.
Engine Co. No. 20, 2144 Sunset Bivd.
Engine Co. No.'21, 1187 East 52ad St.
Engine Co. No. 25, 2927 Stephenson Ave.
" Engine Co. No. 29, 158 South Western Ave.
Engine Co. N. 32, 2930 West First St.
Engine Co. No, 35, 1314 North Vermont Ave.
That two 75-foot, motor-driven serial trucks be purchased and

instglled at Truck Co. No. 1, 1615 South Hill 8t., and Truck Co. No.
4, 1819 West Tth 5t.

That six motor-driven city service trucks be purchased and in-
stalled with necessary crews and equipment at the following loca-
tions: “

Engine Co. No. 1, 1901 Pasadena Ave.

Engine Co. No. 2, 2127 East First St.

Engine Co. No. 22, 4352 So. Main 3t.

Engine Co. No. 29, 158 So. Weatern Ave.

Engine Co. No. 30, 1401 Central Ave.

San Pedro, 10th and Gaffey Sts.

That one three-ton supply truck be purchased for the Store
Room at 227 Aliso St.

That one chassis be purchased for a city serviee truek.

That one {wo-ton motor-driven chassis for eombination chemical
and hose wagon be purchased.

That four Ford roadsters be purchased for the Fire Prevention
Burean and the Store Room.

That eight roadsters costing not less than $1800.00 each be pur-
chased for use as follows: Five for Battalion Chiefs, one for the
Assistant Chiefs, one for the Fire Prevention Bureau, and one for
the Store Room.

That six village hand-drawn hose carts and two hand-drawn
chemical tanks be purchased for use of volunteer eompani_es,
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That three new motors be purchased to replace worn out motors
in present apparatus.

That six new electric starters be purchased to replace worn out
electric starters now in use,

That 30,000 feet of 214" and 5,000 feet of 114 cotton-jacketed
rubber-lined fire hose be purchased to equip new companies and to
replace old worn out hose.

I would alse recommend that, where necessary to provide ade-
quate fire protection, the five water corporations be required to
enlarge their mains, se 88 to permit more fire hydrants being placed
in the territory served by them, as at the present time there is a large
area of the City in which fire hydrants cannot be placed on acconnt
of the small size of the mains,

The growth of the City is phenomenal, the present area being
approximately 385 square miles, and it has become almost impossible
for the Fire Department to cover this large amount of territory with-
out additional apparatus, all of which should be motor-driven, not
only on aeeount of the extent of the territory to he protected, over
which buidings are widely scattered, but also from an economical
standpoint, and as a matter of efficiency, and I also strongly urge
that all horse-drawn apparatus be motorized as rapidly as possible.

1 again urgently recommend the installation of a modern fire
alarm to be commenced without delay. The need of such a modern
system is becoming more obvious daily and the Fire Department ean-
not be expected to properly respond to alarms of fire unless a proper
and efficient fire alarm system is provided whereby they may receive
the alarm at once and with certainty, i

The public should not be required to depend upon telephone
service to transmit an alarm of fire to the Fire Department. An
ample number of street boxes should be provided, and at least 1000

additional fire alarm boxes should be installed throughout the City "

to give the required proteetion to the public.

I also reecommend that a-street fire alarm bhox be placed at every
schoolhouse in the City and that an auxiliary box, conneeted with
said street box, be installed in the office of the Buperintendent of
each school; also, that a street box be placed in front of every thea-
ter, to further protect the patrons of such places of amusement.
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