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PREFACI.
ot im——

T 437 not aware of the existence of any
bhook in our languasze which treats of an-
cient coing in the manner and with the
object propesed in the following Lectures.
The fow English treatises which live heen
written mpon the subjcet, like many  of
those which have appesred in other lan-
guaees, have been composed for the sole
benefic of the eollector, and without any
design of illustrating the lterature and
history of the ancients. The Essay of Din-
kerton, lor instanee, in addition to the po-
sitive faults avising from the peeuliar tem-
per of the writer, affords little information
an l:::ﬁnr:-: connected with the Iczu‘ning uf
Greece or Rome, and is of no value what-
ever in questions of that kind, so far as
they appear to depend upon his authority,
Fven the Essay of Addison, which inight
A B



vi PFPREFACE.

reasonably be expected to display the scho-
larship as well as the gracefulness of its
writer, 18 confined to the poctical part of
the subject, being occupied with the de-
vices of Roman coins, and more particu-
larly with the impersonntions inmpressed
npomt them, aml omitting altogether the
more important  knowledge contained in
their inseriptions”.

T'his then is the principal reason which
has induced me to commit the following
Lectures to the press. Dot it is not the
only one.  Treatises upon ancient coins
may have been rendered useless by the rve-
sults of more recent investigations.  The
subject iself, thongh confined in its nature
te the examination of the past, partakes of

the progressive charaeter of gencral know-

a8 Non parlord qut el Muosel Anglieant an gquali sl
oy i moes of et morss cloe, Vite e tomba fu il
Wopmineipio o spacidone ed oavella B Hoes Cesd spegas
“odeem o fal Butade sentenen s che dope THaym Aw-
SoplocBomane vt Wise, pon alibimmo vedute se non
soacheleten, o div voglionne pun et semplicn eatalogln
Sosting,  Dhesli Stan At

= lun prewen csovhitante.”

(v M,



PREFACE. vii

ledge, as fresh materials are continually
presenting themselves, and the labours of
learned men are not only directed iuto
new ficlds of inquiry, but are also enabled
to define more uf:(_'urntu]j,r, and In many
cases to reverse, the information which Trad
heen previously acquired.  And so com-
|:-|Ettt|}‘ is this the LSy, that whatever may
have been the advantages of older writers,
the value of their works has been continu-
ally impaived by the more extensive ob-
servation of their sueeessors.  Fven the
Doctrina Numorom  of  Eckhel —for the
composition of which the writer combined
the rare endowments of native sagacity,
mnwearied patience, and considerable scho-
larship, with the command of an excellent
library, and one of the richest of all mo-
dern eabinets—is gradually losing its esti-
mation as a perfect work, under the inHu-
ence of more recent discoveries. All writers
indeed of an carlier date may =till be con-
sidered as of doubtful authority, unless
they are supported by the approbation of
Foekhel ; but even Eekhel himself s sub-
A b



viii PREFACE.

Ject to the law of literary mortality, and a
reputation which at one time appeared to
be beyond the reach of hazard, is now be-
ginning to shew some symptoms of decay”.

To that work, however, the fh”uwiug
Lectures ave under the greatest obliga-
tions: and wherever T have adopted opin-
1ons in opposition to it, I have not failed
to support myself’ by the testimony of an-
cient authors, or the knowledge derived
from more recent collectors.  Fven, then,
if it were too presumptuous to suppose
that some improvements might possibly be
made upon the works of Eckhel, it may
still have been a landable undertaking to
extract such materials from them as may
be of the greatest interest, to throw them
into a more attractive form, and to place

U A remarkable instanee may be seen in his uplnions
respoetiing the goll staters of Phocsa awl Cyaiers, (val. L
mowh and vol. I10 g 536.) which e maintained to e a
ieere aapey of account. Uhese o wore oppossl
o the divect evidesee of anesent wrilers, (see Lacime V.)
sl aee now aniversally rejected, as staters of both kinds
have been procured i the enst by M. Cousinery.  Bew
Scatim, Diegli Stat, Ant. o, 22, 50, T3,



