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A FOREWORD

Tha luiler written by Cupdain James Hiléy in 1819 and the Jowrnal
hept by Thomas Scatlergood Teas in 1821 are among the rsiher scanry
wodtre maleriale descelbing the Fort Wayne arca on the eve of while ges-
Hement. The conditions related bogan to change immediately thereafier:
within 2 quacter of a century. the land had been aciiled and the Wahash-
Erie Camal completed; mach of the tinchs @ had been destraved, and o con-
siderable portion of the arable land cultivated.  Thosse syewilnesses were
among lhe last 1o goe (he wicrgin land.  Eszeatially, their reporis are re-
printed as published, swcept that the staff of the Publle Litrary of Fort
Wiaynw and Allen Coundy has reconciled gravmrmas r, puncluation, and apalling

with carrenl praclice,






LETTER FROM CAPTAIN JAMES RILEY

Fort Wayne, Indiana, Novemher 24, 1819

Having concloded my surveys for this sepson, [ wished io viow tha
country between the 5t. Mary's end the Mlami [Mavmes] rivers, I ordar
to examine fer myself the praciicability of uniting the Wabash with the i
ami #¢ as to render intercoureae by water safe and gaoy batwasn the Ohkic
and Lake Erle through the channel, T setloufyasiorday f-om Shane's Crose-
ing ob the Si. Mary's and, iraveling through a district of good land on or
near the right bank of that river foz forty miles, reached thie place early
In the avening; and ecarly this morning I set off 2o lock at the junction of the
&1, Joseph ind the St. Mary's, which two streams form the Miami River,

The §t, Jooeph River, rising in the Michigan Terrvitory, rong soaih-
waprterly aboul two hundred miles, receivingin ite course several tributary
sireams. The St Mary's, rising in Skelby County, Ohlo, suns nosthwest-
erly more than two hundred miles [including it meanderings), Forming
a jonction from nearly eppedile points, the rivers turn suddenly south and
assuma the name of Miami of the Lakes, or, an proanscnced by the French,
Maumee. Then, turnlng graduslly round again, thess congregated watere
flow off in a northeasi direciion aboat two bhundred miles, following the
calnrss ol the river to the soothwest end of Lake Erle.

Fort Wayne stands on a blwld just below the junction and on the right
bank of the Miami. Iis situvatien is admirable and was chosen by a general

in whorm were united the greatest personal courage and intrepidity, He



possessad the most consummate predence and skill in conducting and sup-=
porting amidel foresis and morasses an army, which was separated {rom
the lnhabited parts of the country by a dreary, extensive wilderness, and
which wan surrounded on all sides by hosts of savage enemies, who wers
flushod by rocentand great victory over the unfostunate General 58, Clair,

General Wayne created resources as he went along, b:!ﬂin]_ the skill
and cunring of hin enemy with astonishing industry and aerlvity, He cul
roads ond marched his froops to the imporctant polnts, which he selzed,
With an unarrifng military aye and profound judgment, he selected and for-
tified arly such posts as would nevitably secure his conguests and afford
the sarest protection to kis army and our extensive frontier settfements,
At every step in this coantry's progress, every unprejudiced mind will
mare antd more admire the mavemenis and achiovements of the army con-
docted by this veteran, iruly wise, and proal genoral.

By Wayre's cccupation of Ferf Wayne, communication between Lake
Erie and the QOhio River, th:r-c-u.gh the channel of the Maomee and the Wa-
bash {the shortest and most direct waler route {rom Buffalo to the Misata-
gippl Fivert, was cut olf or completely commanded,

The Wabaak River, ri-ing in Ohio, runs north past Fort Hecovery
and snters Indiana aboui ten miles from that pesi. Contihoadng i course
nnrmwaal;wardl_"'. it approaches Fort Wayne within eighteen miles. Then
it tarns more to the southwest, running diagonaliy across the atale of Indi-
ana and receiving in it8 courge numerons imporiant teibutary streama, an -

til it reachea the line that sepasates [pdiana Frorn llincis in latitode 407



