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PREFACE

THIS baok is primarily a study of Man and ulti-

mately embraces all the great qualities and prob-
lems'of Man, Asastudyof Man it takes inte consider-
ation e/l the characteristics which make Man what he
is. If some readers do note the absence of certain
expressions familiar to them, it does not mean that
the author docs not feel or think as many other peo-
ple—he does—and very much so; but in this book
an effort has been made to approach the problem of
Man from a scientific-mathematical point of view,
and therefore great pains have been taken not to
use words insufficiently defined, or words with many
meanings. The author has done his utmost to use
such words zs convey only the meaning intended,
and jn the case of some words, such as “spiritual,”
there has been superadded the werd “so-called,"” not
because the author has any belief or disbelief in such
phenomena; there is no need for belizfs because some
such phenomena exist, no matter what we may think
of them or by what name we call them; but because
the word ““spiritual” is not scientifically defined, and
every individual understands and uses this word in
a personal and private way. To be impersonal the
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x PREFACE

suthor has had to indicate this clement by adding
“socalled.” 1 repeat once again that this book is
not a “materialistic” or a *'spiritualistic’” book—it is
a study of “Man™ and therefore does and should
include materialistic as well as spiritual phenomena
because only the complex of these phenomena con-
stitutes the complex of Man.

The problem has not been approached from the
point of view of any private doctrine or creed, but
from a mathematical, an engineering, point of view,
which is impersonal and passionless. It is obvious
that to be able to speak about the great affairs of
Man, his spiritual, moral, physical, economic, social
or political status, it must first be ascertained what
Man is—what is his real nature and what are the
basic laws of his nature. If we succeed in finding
the laws of human nature, all the rest will be a com-
paratively easy task—the ethical, social, economic
and political status of Man should be in accord with
the laws of his nature; then cvilization will be a
human civilization—a permanent and peaceful one—
_ not before.

1t is useless to argue if clectricity be “natural’ or
“supernatural,” of “material” or of “spiritual”
origin. As a matter of fact we do not ask these
questions in studying electricity; we endeavor to find
out the natural laws governing it and in handling
live wires we do not argue or speculate about them—
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we use rubber gloves, etc. It will be the same with
Man and the great affairs of Man—we have, first
of all, to know what Man is.

Though this book has been written with scrupu.
lous care to avoid words or terms of vague mean-
ing—and though it often may seem coldly critical
of things metaphysical, it has not been written
with indifference to that great, perhaps the greatest,
urge of the human heart—the craving for spiritual
truth—our yearning for the higher potentialities of
that which we call "mind,” “soul” and “spirit”—but
it has been written with the deep desire to find the
source of these qualities, their scientific significance
and a scientific proof of them, so that they may be
approached and studied by the best minds of the
world without the digressions, and misinterpretas
tions that are caused by the coler and the confusion
of personal emotions; and if the book be read with
care, it will be seen that, though the clarifying defini-
tion of the classes of life has been chiefly used in
the book for its great carrying power in the practicel
world, its greatest help will ultimately be in guiding
the investigation, the right valuation and especially
the control and use of the higher human powers,

In writing this book I have been not only intro-
ducing new ideas and new methods of analysis; but
1 have been using a tongue new to me. The original
manuscript was very crude and foreign in form, and



