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PREFACE.

In the vear 1825 Goethe had, as we are told by Ecker-
miann, the gratification of heaving fow an Englishman * that
the interest felt by his countrymen In the German fanguage
was aleeady considerable, and was growing daily, so that
there was no young Englishman of good fanily who did not
learn German,’ How much more refolced would Goethe,
whe had a preat admirvation for everything English, have
been, eould he have lived to see the vast progress which the
study of German has made En this country since that time;
could he bave lived to witness the gensal acknowledgment of
German #s an essentiz] element of a liberal education for the
merchant, the scholar, and the man of sclence; the warm ap-
preciation of German poetry by all well-educated English-
men; and the officlal recognition of the German language and
titerature In the great seats of learning in this country. The
last-mentioned circumstance, In particuiar, has greatly con-
triboted to raise the standard of the study of German. It is
now universally adinitted that German must be studied as
a classical language, and that the preat auvthors of Germany
reguire, and fully deserve a tnove scholarly interpretation than
they received in formtier tlwmes. In my editfons of German
Classics 1 have long ago acted on this principle, and 1 have
spared no pains to edit them—to the best of my ability—in
the manmer in which Greek and Latin Classics have been
edited by learned commentators

As to this volume, which forms the first part of the series of
German Classics confided to my editorship by the Delegates
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of the Clarendon Press, 1 will be brief. My commentary to
Egmont {5 the result of severa] vears' study and labour,  This
drama Is replete with historical allusione, far more so than is
generally supposed.  On account of this feet, [ have earefully
studied all the original sources, and have accordingly ex-
plained almost every passage which has a historvical bearing. In
doing 20 1 have thought it right to quote verbatim those pas-
sages from Strada’s work on the fBelglan War," upon which
nearly all the histotical allusions in the drama are founded.
These passages 1 have given both in the Latin original and
in an English translation; thinking that the fermer wiil be
of interest to classical students, and the latter absclutely
necessary to those who may not be acquainted with Latin.
For my references to that remarkable work I have used
the iamo. edition printed at Rome in 1648, which consists
of two volumes, Goethe requived for his purpose the first
volume only, the title of which runs, ¢ Famiani Stradae Romani
E Societate Jesu de Bello Belgico Decas Prima.  Ab Excessu
Caroli V. Tmp. ete,*'

In point of langwage this drama is (particularly In the
conversations between the citizens) perhaps more difficuit
than any other German classical work; and therefore, know-
ing as | do from practical expervience, how necessary it is to
remove all unusial difficulties from the path of the student
of German, I have glven such explanations and renderings of
idiomatic phrases, as seemed to me neediul for the genecality
of repders. In this task T have found considevable help in
the two excellent translations of Egriont, which this country
is fortunate encugh to possess. | refer to the English version
by Miss Bwamwick, the well-known learned transtator from
Greek and German, and to the recent translation by the

* The well-known and leacred commentator Helueich Diintzer was
ihe first to acconmlate & mass of histocleal and ather [ofommation with
reference 0 Goethe's Egmmt. in his valuakle cunning Commentary,
published in 1824, and bis mivtte researches Tave considerably lightened
my task in collecting the necessary matetiale
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accomplished scholar, Mr, A. D, Coleridge. The other trans-
lations of Egmont, published in this country and in Amerlca,
are of but small value,

The Nater will also be found to contain 2 number of gram-
matieal and etymological remarks, and varicus philological
comparizons, referring to modern and anclent languages. The
text of the orlginal has been careflully revised, and Arguments
have been prefixed to each Act.

The chief madern sourees which [ have vsed for the His-
torical Introeduction are the well-known works of Schiller,
Prescott, and Motley on the History of the Netherlands; and
likewlse the elaborate introdvction to the Correspordamce de
Philigpe 11, by the learned Beigian archivist, M. Gachard,
and the excellent vindication of Egmont and Hemn, based on
authentic documents, which has been published b M. T.
Juste, under the title Le Camie o Egpmont et de Comte d Horne,

In the Critical Analysis [ have given the history of the com-
position of the drama, in accordance with the data gathered
from Goethe’s own writings; and [ have also availed mvselt
in my criticisms of his own opinions on his production, wiich
give us the right clue to the standpoint from which the critic
ought to view his drama. [ have further given nearly all the
salient points of Schiller's criticlsm on Egmaont.

It is to be hoped that the Life of Goethe—brief and
incomplete a5 it is—will be useful to these to whom the sub-
ject 15 new, and will, at [east, [ead them on to perase the
works pointed out as giving full information on the life and
writings of our author. The appended Bibliographical Tables
—arranged according to sabjects—will show at a glance the
principal works of Goethe, with the date of their composition,
and the existing English translations.

In eonclusion [ hase to render my thanks to the Rev, G, W,
Kitchin, M.A., who has given me much assistance jn my task,
and to whom T should fike to be oble to express my gratitude
as warmly as 1 feel it.



