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PREFACE.

e ——

It has been the object of the Editor of the
following pages to explain, in the most con-
venient form, and as shortly as possible, the
alterations effected in the law by the Act re-
specting Wills which has just passed the Le-
gislature. For this purpose it was necessary
to explain something of the law as it had been
previously established by statutory enactment
and judicial decieions: but in doing this he has=
endeavoured to confine himself strictly to such
part only as is affected by the provisions of the
new Act; the order of which he has followed,
for the convenience of comparison. This must
be his excuse for the incomplete and desultory
character of his observations. No'apology
seems necessary for any attempt to elucidate a
statute of such great and general importance.

2, Stows Buildingr,
Lineoln's Inn,
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1 Vicr. . 26.

An Act ﬁrr; the Amendment of the Laws
with respect to Wills. [3d July, 1837.]

Be it enacted by the Queen's most excellent Meaning of cer-
majesty, by and with the advice and consent i mei®
of the lords spiritual and temporal, and com-
mons, in this present parliament assembled,
and by the authority of the same, that the
words and expressions her¢inafter mentioned,
which in their ordinary signification have a
more confined or & different meaning, shall in
this act, except where the nature of the pro-
vision or the context of the act shall exclude
such construction, be interpreted as follows ;
(that is to say,) the word * wili " shall extend =~ wiu."
to & testament, and to a codicil, and to an ap-
pnintm&’m by will or by writing in the nature
of a will in exercise of a power, and also to a
disposition by will and testament or devise of
the custody and tuition of any child, by virtue
of an act passed in the twelfth year of the
reign of King Charles the Second, intituled
“ An Act for taking away the Court of Wards 12Car. 2, ¢.54.
and Liveries, and Tenures in capite, and by
B



144 15 Cac. 2,
(L)

“ Parsonal
eatyte "

Wires.

Knights Service, and Purveyance, and for
settling a Revenue upon His Majesty in lieu
thereof,” or by virtue of an sact passed in the
parliament of Ireland in the fourteenth and
fifteenth years of the reign of King Charles
the SBecond, intituled “ An Act for taking
away the Court of Wards and Liveries, and
Tenures in capite and by Knights Service,”
and to any other testamentary disposition ;

;" and the words “ real estate™ shall extend to

manors, advowsons, messuages, lands, tithes,
rents, and hereditaments, whether freehold,
customary freeheld, terant right, custemary
or copyhold, or of any other tenure, and whe-

ther corperesl, incorporeal, or personal, and

to any undivided chare thereof, and to any
estate, right, or interest (other than a chattel
interest) therein ; and the words * persomal
eatate™ shall extend to leasehold estates and
other chattels resl, and also to memies, shares
of government and other funds, securities for -
money (not being real estates), debts, choses

" in action, rights, credits, poods, and all other
‘property whatsoever which by -law devolves

Nomber:

Gender.

upon the cxzecutor or administrator, and to
any share or interest therein; and every
word importing the singular number only,
shall extend and be applied to several persons
or things as well as one person or thing; and
every word importing the masculine gender
only, shall extend and be applied to a female
as well as a male,




