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HOURS

IN A

PUBLIC LIBRARY.

R UBLIC Librarics established under the provisions of the

¥ Frec Public Libraries Act, 1850—{which has been ex-
temded by the Free Public Libraries and Musoums Act.
1885)—are as yet comparatively few in munber. It is, how-
ever, just pessible that one of the results of Local (rovern-
ment reformn will be & large increase of such institutions.
There will be a wider realisation of the fact that the com-
munity has made no sufficient pravision for the earrying on of
the clementary education painfnlly aequired in youthful days,
at the cost of parents, ratepayers, and taxpayers. Too often
wuch of the woney spent in this way s ahnost waated.
Energies are roused, but are allowed to boecome dormant, and
eventuslly they die for want of continuous exercise, In
populous towos, libraries for the people, started, supported,
and worked at the cost of the people, show experimentally
how the community may provide means for gathering a fuller
harvest from the enltivation begun in the day school.  These
rate-supported Public Libearies are among the influences acting
in the right direction. But as yet they have not been as well
used as they might be. A general introduction into connties
of such an institution, wlich really is eo-operation for a good
purpose, may, however, help us on to the fulfillment of the
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ides that shombl animate the People’s Library movement.
This idea is not satisfied by the providing of pleasant or
instructive books for reading by the fireside. It requires that
there he made availabla, for the ill-educated, or the toil-worn,
the store of knowledge accumulated in costly hooks, written
too often in an nmatteactive form of words, The Conference
of Librarians has been diseussing how this can be done.  Per-
haps the most popular way of doing it would be by leeture-
readings, if the compound term may be permitted. A [ow
educated men and women might vesclve to give of their time
and talents in plesning, from ithe volumes contained in the
Fublic Library, materials for the instroction and enjoyment ot
their less-fortunate fellow-citizens, meeting them one evening
in each weck In & small fown or larpe village thiz would
asuredly be popular, and thers would always be ladies and
gentlomen prepared to act.  But residence in a large towm ia
much less condneive to snch & manifostation of poblic spirit.
There are in fact, wany persons there well ynalified for the
work, but the old sayimg, * One can’t see the wood for the
treea,” exactly illustrates the situation. The press, howaver,
s recognized as & popular guide and teacher, and in its
columns one may assume the pleasant task of being a com-
paniom to the resder for an hour in a Public Library, without
seeming to fores ono's-sclf mto a singular notoriety, This is
what the writer of this series of papers hopes to be.  And
just as & lover of books may go into n Library and spend his
leisure hour in dipping ivto the pages, lirst of & volume on
one snbject, and then of a volume on ancther subject, so it
will be with thesc papers. There will be no attempt at
systematic exhaustion of one topic, and then the turmning to
gomething new. (o the contrary, the reader will have no
want of variety. And if only he ean be stimulated to use
the People's Library for his own improvement and enjoyment,
by a close personal acquantance with the riches stored on its
shelves, the papers will not have been written in vain.




Glimpses mte Al Herords,

Thease gilmpaes wo will get just now from the
pages of three Bloe-Books. Pray, kind recader,
be not alarmed, Thoogh the covers are of the
blnsst, the contents dn not refate to present day
glil;&.‘.n. Our special volames are the thres fssoad

the [istorical Mapnuscripts Commission in the
yuars 1870, 71, and T2—the beginoing of a valo-
able series not yet eoded, and of which much
mese may be sald later on.

Juaz g word at the outset sbout this Rowal
Commission. Tt was jssvad on April 2od, )863,
to discovar and make known to the public whas
was to be found of public interest in the col-
Iectiona of manwseripls aod papers belopging to
Institetions and private persons,  “ The elucida—
tion of History, amd the illustration of Consti-
totionsl Law, Scianoe, and Literatore,” were tha
objects to be kept in view the Hoyal Com-
wisgioners sod Sl.ail' amish.ntg, The proposition
{mmedintely commended fteelf (0 those who
held the possibilitles of Its fulfliment. This is
made manifest in the three Bioe Books above-
mentignad, They form, as it were, a good
compendium, which in after years the 501!1—
mission could set forth in datail,

OF THE FIEET IMPORTANCE.

The House of Lords' historicsl docoments,
which are reporied to number 29,507 dosn to
the 1800, are now being dascribed in detail. In
these parlier reports one comea across some
curipas items. For example:—“The Lords
were never satisfied with the eopy of o document
offered in evidence, or bronght under their
notice ; eothing but  the original was allowed to
be received. Even the Hooss of Cowmons sub-
mitted to their lardships’ role, and invariably
sent the ortginals, while they retained coly a
copy for themselves,” This is one of the best of
illustrations of the power formerly enjoyed by

Historical
Manuecripta
Commisaiou.
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Historical
Manuseripts
Commission,

L2
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the House af Lords. This role acconnts for the
finding of King Charles tha First's lotters, taken
at the Battle of Nascby, which any one may tow
gee in cipher, and vTemd in  translation.
Bo it alse pocounts for the fact that
the original manoscript of the Book
of Common Prayer, as appended te the Act of
Uniformity, was, s few years ago, found among
the muniments of the House of Lords. Iere,
toao, in rved the famous letter in whioh
Charles I, threw his 8l too-faithfol rervant, the
Earl of Strafford—aof “Thoroogh * policy—to the
Parlfumentary lioce, The w boats of this
letter was not known for many years. It, as well
a3 many another important docoment, was saved
from deatruotion, in the great fire of the year
1834, by the exertion of & Mr. Stone Bmith, then
an officer of the Houss, as he was nearly 40 vears
later. He knew by tradition only of the valoe
of the documents, which extend back to the

year 1473,
ENGLISH BIBLES.

Among the docomenta of the year 1568 is a
draft of *“ An Act for reducing the diversitles of
Biblex now axtant o the English tongree to one
settled volgar translated from the orviginal™
This was to anthorize the Archbishop of Gant-;:;
bory and any five of the Bish ta
th:rhntmlal.m'r of the Seript mmthamlhs
work to be met by levies oo *saoch catbedrl
churches and colleges as ahall be thought requi-
site, and any temporal person may glve giic or
legaoy for furtherange of the woa:t." Tﬁ
Eoglish version, oommaonl B8
= ﬁthm:imdt" and with m of os are
familiar, dates from the year 1611,

INTEEFERENCHE WITH TEADE.

Petitions of artisaps apaingt the importation
of foreign goods ; dralta of measurez respecting
the export of herrings and ses fsh, free of doty,
jn vessels, with oross-sails ; respricki “the
making of glass by strangers and owtlundish
man "; sgeinst the retailing of llken cloth by
alleng in London, or aby borongh or marked
town of Eogland; ating the trade of
“ tampers, onrriers, shoemakers, and other
artificers occopying the cotting of leather;™
againat huj-:]g fat cattle to pell them alive
requiring ers in London In second-hand
clothes to report to one of the ordinary yeomen
waitars, and hold possession for 16 daye: thess
are among tha coripsities of the legislation
sttempted in the 16th century.



