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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

The pages that follow contain an aftempt fo slale,
in a concrele form, cerfain universal aspectr of a
particular period of history. The tragedy lies in the
canflict of reforming energy with actual men and in-
atitutions; and it has been the object of the author
io delineate vividly the cheracters of leading aclors
in the struggle, their ideals, and the disiortion of
these ar reflected in the current of events. Thix iéa
the gereral purpose of the work; to attempt to ex-
pond i, in detail, in a preface, would be to imply
that the book ieelf is superfluous; for the dramatic
form mwas deliberately chorem, becauze that of an
essay appeared insufficient.

It ir hoped that the unity of the whole zeries of
dialagues is aecured by the natwral develspment of
the subject-matter; this result, it iz frue, if it has
been attained, will only be perceived by readers who
have o general acquaintence with the hislory of the
period; bul such readers must be nuymerous, and it
is to them, primarily, that the work is intended to
appeal,

Accaracy in detail is not essential to the excellence
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

of such a work; it has, however, been studied, though
probably not with compleie success. In forming his
comception of the men and the period, the author has
consulied the most recend authoritics, mwhose namer
are too well and honourably known fo studenis for il
to be necessary for him to repeat them. It iz hie
hope that he will not be found to have mirrepresented
the truth, by attempting to embody il in an artistic
form.

Kmwg's Comzesn, CAMBRIDGE,
Mareh, 1881.
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1
&liot and Pampbden in the Totver

1632

[Eliot was imprisoned for his opposition to
the Crown in the Porliament of 1628. IHir
liberation twas made conditional on an humble
scknowledgment of hir faull, whick he sieadily
refusred, e died in the Tower in the Novem-
ber of 1632.]



