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INTRODUCTION

THE REDISCOVERY OF THE BIBLE

In the early Christian centuries thousands turned to the
Bible, as drowning men to a life buoy, because it offered them
the only way of escape from the intolerable social and moral
%Mt%ttemm%ugﬁmm&ﬁm.
Then came ark Ages, with their resurgent heathenizm
and barbariem, when the Bible was taken from the hands of
the e. In the hour of a nation’s deepest humiliation and
moral vity, John Wycliffe, with the aid of a devoted army

ofla,ygmesta, ve back the Bible to the people, and in so doi
laid the fmmgﬁmu for England’s intellectual, political
moral greatness. The joy and inspiration of the
Reformers was the rediscovery and popular interpretation of
the Bible. In all the great forward movements of the modern
centuries the Bible has played a central role. The ultimate
basis of our magnificent modern scientific and material
ress is the inspiration given to the buman race by the.
estant Reformation.
A o et Kool iy
in part o | duri centuries i
in 'I‘hestudyufthamtlehnsahnhemmnﬂea
solemn obligation rather than a joyous privil The remark-
able discoveries of the present generation and its new and larger

pense of power and bave tended to turn men's atten-
tion from the ion of the heritage which comes to
them from the past. result is that most men kmow little

about the Bible. They are acquainted with its chief charac-
ters such as Abraham, David and Jesus. A few are even sbls
to give a clear-cut outline of the important events of lsrael’s

history; but they regard it simply as a hi whose associa-
ﬁunss’ldintematahelongtnnbygme . How many realise
that most of the which Isrsel met and solved are
gimilar to those whi are oo the absorbing

attention of every patriotic citizen, and that of all existing books,

the Old Testament makes the greatest contributions to the polit-

ieal and social, as well as to the religious thought of the world?

National expansion, taxation, centralization of authority, civie
vit
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responsibility, the relation of religion to politics and to public
mmaht;rwefémv:m and insistent problems in ancient lerael
mmm live, progressive nation to-day. The grad-
tnctexplamawbyharemdthmthmugh
mtthewdthelmdmmmodemthw;htmdmm
studying the Bible with new delight and enthusiasm, not only
buauaeuirtamtmubeaut¥mdmtereut,hutbmmmlt
they find, stated in clearest the principlea which eluci-
dﬂethshtﬁnﬂﬂpmﬂemsofmmimhfe

Tee Orrecrs oF TEEsSE Brupies,

There are two distinet yet important ways of interpreting
the Bible: The one is that of the acholar who knows the Bible
from the linguistic, historical and literary point of view; the
other, that of the man who knows life and who realizes the
mmngmdvdmdthehblewmomwhomwﬂmhd
by insistent social, economie and individual problems. These
studies aim to combine both methods of interpretation.

Briefly defined the chief objects of thess studies are:

(1) To introduce the men and women of to that which
is moat vital in the literature and th t of the Old Testament.
(2) To mt.erpm the often n Old Testament into the

of modern life simply and directly and in the light of
that which is highest in the teachings of Christianity.

(8) To present the constructive results of the modern
historical and study of the Bible, not dogmatically
but tentati tthermdermdatudentmaybuina

ition to ju forh:maa]f ding the conclusions that are
eld by a number of Biblical scholars and to estimate
their practical religious value,

{4) Tushnwhnw-:t]uaely the Old Testament is related to the
hfaofto-dajrmdhuw lthelpatumwarthepnmgqm
o T e s b el g ot iatisinl vl

o men our o
nn& mﬁlems, and to utilize fearlessly anqi
anthrthaccmatmutweresu!hofmodemmﬂhodmdmmh
in the fields of both science and religion.

Tae Prax or Wors.
These studies are planned to meet the needs of college studenta
and adult Bible classes. Those who are able to command more
time and wish to do more thorough work will find in the list of
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Parallel Readings on the first e of each study

%e";mdmfmmmthawm unt&_u}lgjm Slm‘y
their are prmadedﬁumm 'or Further
In using text-book the student may proceed as follows:

(1) Read carefully the Biblical passage indicated in connec-
m;ﬁh each title; for example, n the first study, Genesis 1

{2) Read the Biblical and other quotations on the first page
of each study. Unless otherwise indicated the Biblical quota-
tions are from the American Revised Version. They include
the most important Biblical passages, The other quotations
embody some of the best contributions of ancient and modern
writers to the subject under consideration.

(3}R;l?ldaTngﬂthmkthmughthematen tednndsreaﬁf.l:'
paragra material i arranged headings
the convenience of those who wish to follow the plan of daily
reading and study,

Books or RerFenmncE.

The books suggested in connection with this course have been
carefully selected in order that each person have for his
individual use a ?mctml mrh:mg hbrary e following
should be at hand constant ref

Kent, C. F., TMHME&:& ?uls I and II. Contains

thﬂlmpm't-ant B:bhﬂnlpuaaﬁgeaarr order
and provided with the historical, g&opaphml%
notes required for thﬁuclﬂ&rlmd&]‘stnndmg. The tranalntmu
is based on the oldest manuseripts and embodies the construe-
tive results of modern Biblical research. New York, $1.00 each.
Jenks, J. Wlmﬁ:hmplea QIL P%h&csh! cthh 1-,};1 $1.25,
Preparadmexp n the principles by wi po actmnm
governed and thus to aid thoughtful citizens both to
dﬂﬂ:ﬁutlmkonhfeamimnelytod:mctthdrmpoﬁml
activity.

Aristotle, Politics. The greatest masterpiece of scientifie

t;calthought Ita different point of view will suggest many
uminating comparisons between Greek and modern politieal
ideals and imstitutions and give the reader a broad basis for
the appreciation of that which is essential and enduring in the
statecraft of all ages. $2.50.

For further paral]e!stud the following books are suggested:
Breasted, J. H., History of the dAncient Egyplians. Clear,
concise and authoritative. New York, $1.25.



