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PREFACE.

—aerie

N teaching orthography, the want Ia often felt of a
enllection of just sach words 88 m stwdent necds to
study, unencumbered by those of which he i3 already
mazter, o which are a0 rarcly emploved as to be of but
little uze to him. The spelling-book and the dictionsry
arg too large; s person has to go over too many words to
find the ones he needs. This little work is printed to
supply the want here indicated. Tt was originaliy pre-
pared for the use of the author’s own classes; but us an
unexpectedly large demand tor it has rendered a mew
edition necessary, he has embraced the opportunity to
make such corrections and additions as a year's trial of
the work has suggested, and as will mare fully adapt it to
the wants of schools everywhere, A statement of its plan
and naturs will be found in the Intreduction, to which
the reader’s attention iz invited, In this enlarged form,
it is offered to the public, with the bope that it will con-
tribute in some slight degree to the removal of that

reproach of American schools, bad spelling.

J.W, W,
Srare Normal SBcHoow, July 4, 1874
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INTRODUCTION.,

e enpinn

EXPLANATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS.

T may assiat the teacher to give a brief explanation of the
plan of this little worlk, and aome hints &5 to its use.  This
will be done onder seversl distinct heads,
1. Classifigatipn. — The words which constitute the body
of the work are classified s follows: Part 1., Fomaltor Words
Part TT,, Thjfieuit Words ; Part [T1,, Propar Nameg; Part IV,
Homophonous Words. No other classification waa attempted
or desired.  In the stody of spelling, each wond should bo
mnde & distinet cbject of attention; but when the words are
grouped, we they generally are in spelling-books, according to
sommn eimilarity of stctore, the apelling of ane word sugpests
that of the next, so thut each word mekes but a faint impres-
gion, The division ingo lessons and groops is merely for con-
venience, i
2. Difficulty. — Though most of the words, especially those
in Part L, are in common use, they will be found o reguire
careful study, The reason of thia is, that they were selected
because they are lisble to be misspelled, and are therefore the
very words that seed to be studied. The pupil wants to study,
not whet he knowr, bot what he docan't know. In Pan IL
are found some worda thal may be called “hard ;" bat they
were inserted, not because they are hard, but becanse they are
iv




INTRODUOCTION. L'

imefl, There is no word in the book that is pot met with
almoat daily in eurrent literature,

3. Pronunciation, — 8pelling shonld be made suxiliary
to reading and rpeaking as well =s to writing; and o this end
eareful aitention should be paid 1o the pronuocistion of the
words: To sesist both teacher and siudent, the prineipal
neeent of each word is marked, and when the word is pecu-
liarly liable to be mispronounced, & “dagger™ () is pluced
after it, or the pmnum:'iuhan, in whole or in park, ia given in
parcnthesis, in ftolics

It is recommended that the teacher pronounes the worda for
the class when he assigns the lesson, so that pupils may recog-
nize them when ealled to spell them.  Muny words are mis-
spelied cither becawse the pupil mispronconced them in
pladying the lesson, or beeruse fhe doncher widspronsunces e in
g them ouf,  The class should be thoroughly drilled in the
promnnciation of words that are commonly misprononnved §
such, for cxunple, as allop®athy, hydropathy, recess’, de's,
uppo’nent, combativenesa, W, B.— Lal the feacher ba sure lo
lovk over the lesson in cdvonce.

4. Capitals, — It is reeommended that when the written
method of spelling i= used, po words should Le capilalized
excepl proper nouns and proper adjectives. In Parts [ and
I1., the capitals that begin the first word of each gronp ahould
be digregarded ; they are nsed merely for typographical effect,
In no case ia the first word obe thut requires o capital. It is
important to acquire a correct habit in this respect, aod there-
fore the misuse of a capital should be counted an error in

5. Hyphens. — Tha corrert use of hyphems should be
insisted on, rnd every error in this respect noted in the cor-
rections. In the following lessons, the hyphen st the end of
the line doea pol in mny case separate the parts of a loose
compoand, the words having boen purpesely arranged with a
view to this end ; therefore all terminsl hyphens shonld be
disregarded, and all vthers used.

1 #



vi INTRODUCTION.

6. Unsettled Words. — When there are different ways
of spelling or pronouncing a word, the approved method — at
teast that which we prefer —is given first; after it, in paren-
thesis, the other method or methods,

7. Miscellaneotus Buggestions. —The parts of this
work may be studied in the order in which they are arrangad,
or im any other that the teacher may prefer. Perhapa it wonld
be bert to study the Rules of Bpelling first, ao that the learner
may have their assistence in stodying the words of Parls L
and IT.

These lessons, though apparently hard, may be msad by
lower az well as advanced classes; bot, when nsed by the
former, only the easier worda should be learned as o first
coarag, Teserving the harder ones for a recond,

In eonnection with the spelling exercies, it is an excellent
plan to have pupils write sentences containing some of the
more aseful worde, This plan is saecessfully porsued by rome
tepchers; and the exercise forma an excellent introduction or
enxiliary to the stady of grommar and composition.

Encourage pupile to nse the dichionary eonsionily, both for
prononcistinns and definitions,

8. Bpelling Blanks. — The written method of spelling s
greatly preferable to the oral,  This is evident from the fact
that often those who excel in “spelling matches” are bad
speliers in eomposition. {See ihe Remark, po 62} Pupils
may write on the blsckbourd, on slates, or io ordinary eom-
position-books; but, when practicable, they sheuld be supplicd
with blank-booka ruled for the purpose (see specimen pago
below), both on aceount of their greater convenience, and
beepuze it ia well that each stodent should have & record of
his work., The method we have for some time successfully
employed is the following:

How Usen. — Pupils write the worda from distation a8 repre-
pented below, nombrering them in order. Exeohnnge books, Bome
of the pupils (or the toscher) pronounce and spell the words aa



INTRODUCTION, vii

writton, ench pupil trasing with hie ayee the words of the hook
bafore him, and patting o wark opposite thoss that are misepelled,
eounting wislakes of evory kind, Pupila then teke thelr owa
books, and the tencher colls the roil and sseorizine the mumher of
mistakes made by each. At lbo mext recilation the books are
banded lo, roled opnd ecrrecled a8 io the Epecimen page given
below ; aod the teacher exnmines each stodent on hia wisspelled
words, This is & very important thing, snd should oot be neg-
leeted. The misesd wonds, bo Lhey foew or many, are worth mere
to the fearmer than all the rest of the lesson, Of thess be should
maike himsell master : he should ¥ leavs no enemies in the rear.”™

Spacimen Page of Spelling Blank.
(Corrected.)

1 | abase. 18 | February.
2 | abreviate, x! 19 | feigo.
5 | ability. | 20 | puane, S
4 | able-hodied. Errurs, )
5 | ahollish, e e
G | acknowledge. 2 | abbreviate.
T | agest. - * ' & | ubolish.
B | agrecable, 7 | aghast.
Ig axlet“rg; > | 8 | axletree,

n i 5
11 | bronchitis; 16 AL Mieaian -
12 | Christmas, o wer
13 | chapel
11 | cholerg-morbs,
15 | columbian, e
16 | duteons.
17 | epitaph.

NoTe, —If no words are miseed, writs ¥ Corroet " in ploss of “ Errors,”
and draw & doubie lne underneath,

B



ABBREVIATIONS AND SIGNS.

s <
. denotes adiestive, J. denotea feminine.
n. % noun. & “ Einguiar.
%. % verb. pl *  plural
m. “  masculine. pr. Y promounced,

% placed after & word means, conenit the dictionary.

Marked vowels are sounded as in the following worda:
Jflite, fat, flir ; mite, mdt; pine, pin; nlle, ndt; tine, tén.

B For cxplanations and suggestions concerning capitale,
hyphena, etc., see Introduetion.



