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SAMUEL ROGERS, Esa., FRS.,
ETC, BTG ETE

[T 85 natural that the countenanee of o groat name, the
pertainty of obinining an enlightened reader, the benefit
of having a candic though severe eritic, should be songht
by one who has no pame at all, and only desices justice
anil intelligence in his judoe.  These ateributes the
writer of this work found vrited in vou, and to vou he
has taken the liberty of inseribing il

Should sueh an acehdent ever happen as your in-
dulging iv any curiosity upon so trifling & matter, you
will find the mystery in which your unknown admirer
is wrapt impossible to pieree.  Your sagacity may,
from  internal evidence, serve to point a conjecture
tovards Franee amd her eolonies, as Lis conntry,—Twer
langruage, as that in which his book may have been
written,

Dt upon ome subjeet, no doubt must be allowsd to
rest. Twall that relates to political events, and poli-

tical charaeters; to the manners, the genius, the con-
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vi DEDICATION.

duet of nations; above all, to the state of zociety beyond
the Atlantic; there is no fietien, no colonring whatever,
any wore than in the spered doetrines most conneeted
with human happiness—peace and freedom—religion,
rational we well as pure—morality, uoeompromising
though charituble—benevolence, universal, but discri-
minating—which it is the design of these pages to
teach,
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THE CHATEAU.

CHAPTER I
TUE TEGINNING,

It was one of those truly delicions evenings of which
unteavelled Englishmen koow searcely five or six
throughout the summer, but which in Soutlwrn
France are froquent, indeed almost constant, duving
bl the year,  The sultey heats of midsummer aml
early auntumn, extending into the night, searcely
leave its relish to that sweet season, and the exhans-
ton of the day hawdly permits a desive for any
exervise ; hut as Angust fades away, the air becomes
more temperate, ol nothing can be fignred more
truly delightful thay these evenings whicl suceecd
the fatest heats of the declining sun. A lively
pleasure is felt i mer: existence ; the air is balmy ;
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