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ToE interest of the day is nob that of mere study, of sennd scholar-
ship as an snd, of good books for Lheir own suke, bol of edocalion ns
& power in homan offsirs ; of educated men as an influence in the
commanwealth,  *Tell me," suid wo Amwericon seholur of Goellhe, Lhe
many-gided, ** what did he ever do for the canse of man ¥" The
stholur, the poct, the philosophcer, are men sweng olher men,  From
these nnavnidable sopid] relations spring opporfunities and dnties,
How do they use Lhem ¥ IHow do they discherge them P Doos the
seholar show in his daily walk that he has scndisd the wisdom of ages
in vain ¥ Does the poet sing of angelic purily and lead an unclesn
life ¥ Tioes the philosopher peer into other worlds, and fail to help
thiz world upon its way ¥ Tour years hefore anr Civil War, the same
seholar—it wus Theodors Parker—enid sadly @ I0 vur educaled men
hod done their daty, we should vol sow be io the ghastly condition
we hewail " —George Willinm Curdfa,



PREFACE

Reacixo i more than mere slocution, It implies good srticule-
tion, accant, tnifleniion, modulation of voice, amd all the rest that has
Lir ifo with wsing the voeul orpans as o mechenism for conveying dear,
Fut all this is merely mechanieal unfesz there is also a elear eompre-
hension of the meaning of the ideas o be convered. One may por-
haps learn Lo proneunce s fersign language without onderstanding ik,
Bul such renderiug of a piece of litetsture In that toogus would be
highly unintelligent.

A bork adapted to practice in reading, then, may be in one of two
forms, I may contain merely o voriely of selections, carefully
graded fo the average onpacity of pnpils of a given age, and by the
variety of its contents affording & wide range of interest and exercise.
Or il may Lhroughout follew one muin line of thought, with sech jnei-
dental varicty ns may be convenient, The Tormer is olviously prefer.
abla for the main work of teaching to read,  Bat no one leams t6 read
withoul ulzo lenrning many Lhings from what ba reads. And if this
learning. incidental in the wse of most reading books, is made mors
prominent, it i clear Lhat a book might well bo constructed on the
seeomd plan,

This is the thought which underlies the presont volume. Tt is in-
Lended to fulfill & double funetion—to afford exercise in reading, and
at the samo Lime to give such Knowledge as, being trestod contino-
ously, instead of in the usnal fragmentary monner, may be of sub-
stantial value.

Nothing need be said of the importance of the study of our civil
institutions in the schools, It is a well-known fact that the greas
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muss of boys and girls finish their schooling in the lower grades.
Few reach the high school, still fewer gel lo college., Whatever
teachers can do, then, in the direction of good eitfzenslip, must be
done early, or not al all,

But muceh can be done. In meny ways love of conntry may be
fostered. No little knowledge of the stroeture aml working of our
government may ba imparted; and it 15 quite possible to pive o very
definite notion of the rights aod dubies of citizenship. This must ba
done, however, by the teseher. No text-book alone will answer.
Whatever aid of that pature i furnished mnst be supplemented by
e Leacher's living knowledge and constanl, interesl.

It iz the bope of the aathor that this book may zerve as o help lo
teachers in such work—as the nueleus around which snch work may
gather, Of course esch lescher will use Il in his owo way, Dotin
Lhe sppemiis will be fowwmd s few sugpestions which may be helpful.

Thers has been no gttempt to make a comprehensive treatise on
oivies, or on Amertean history. The cullines only of our syetem of
government Dave been shotehed, leaving the teacher to #11 in ihe
skedeh nnd to adapt it to his partiomlar locality as he may see fit.  As
ta history. that has been trested only when il sseme] necessary for
nnderstanding given existing nstitudions.  The suihor will be mure
Lisam entisfied if the brief historical disoussions snffice to {llominate
the varions topics of government, and al the same thoe prove sug-
pestive—a stimolos Lo wider reading und more sxscl Enowledge,

The zclections which sre seattercd throngh the chapters, in prose
wod verse, it will be peen are largely from American suthors. Of
course many more mighl beve beon wmided. But perhaps there are
sofficient for the purpose,

The book i submitted with the hope that il may aid in Leaching
genuine patriotism and intelligent citizenship, -
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A. W, Elson & Co. of Boston

Sfor courleous permizsion fo wse veproductions from their
admirable series of large phetogravures intended for school-
room decoralion, ** The Makers of Our Nation, and Our

Battles for Freedom.”



