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REPRESENTATIVE MEN.

USES OF GREAT MEN.

I7 is natural to believe in great men, If the com-
panions of our ehildhood shoold turn out to be heroes,
and their condition regnl, it wonld not sarprise us.
All mythelogy opens with demigods, and the eircum-
stance is high and poetic, thnt is, their geniua is
paramount. In the legend of the Gantama, ihe
first men ate the earth, and found it deliciously
sweet, .

Nature secms to exist for the excellent. The
world is upheld by the veracity of good men. They
make the sarth wholesome ; they who lived with them
found life glad and outritions. Life is sweet and
tolerable only in our belief in such society; and
actually or idenlly, we manage to live with superiors.
We eall oor children and our lands by their names;
their names nre wrought into the verbs of langunge;
their works and effigies are in our houses, and
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2 REPRESENTATIVE MEN.

every circumstance of the day recalls an anecdote of
them.

The seaxch after the great is the dream of youth,
and the most serions occupation of manhood, We
travel into foreign parts to find his works,—if pos-
sible, to get a glimpae of him; but we are put off
with fortune instead, Yom say, the English are
practics)], the Germana are hospitable; in Valencia,
the climste is delicions; and in the hills of the Sa-
cramento, there is gold for the gathering. Yes, but
I do not travel to find comforteble, rich and hospi-
table people, or clear sky, or ingots that cost too
much ; butif there were any magnet that wonld point
to the countries and the Louses where are the per-
sons who are intringically rich and powerful, I would

sell all to buy it, and put myself on the road to-day.

*  The race goes with us on thewr ¢redit, The know-
ledge that in the city in the man who invented the
railrond, raises the credit of all the citizens. Dut
enprmous populations, if they be begpars, are dis-
gusting, ke moving cheese, like hills of ants, or of
flens,—the more, the worse.

Our religion is the love wnd cherishing of these
patrons, The gods of fable are the shining moments
of grest men., We run sll our vessels into ome
mould. Our colossal theologies of Judaiem, Christ.
ism, Buddhism, Mahometism, are the necessary and
structural action of the buman mind. The student
of history is like 8 man going into & warehouse to
buy cloths or carpets; he fancies he has a new article:
if he go into the factory, he shall find that his new
stufl still repeats the acrolls and rosettes which are
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found on the interior walls of the pyramids of Thebea,
Our theism is the porifieation of the human mind,
Man can paint, or make, or think nothing bat man.
He believes that the great material elements had
their origin from his thought, and our philosophy
finds one esaenoe collected or distributed.

If now we proceed to enquire into the kinds of
service we derive from others, let us be warned of
the danger of modern studies, and begin low enough.
We must not contend agamst love, or deny the sub-
stantial existence of other people. I know not what
would bhappen {o us. We have soeial strengths.
Cur affection towards others creates s sort of van.
tage or purchase which nothing will sopply. I can
do that by another which T cannot do alome. I can
say to you what T cannot first eay to myself. Other
men sre lenses, through which we read our own
minds,

Each men seeks those of different quality from his
own, and such as are good of their kind ; thatdshe
seaks other men —and-the sthesest. The stronger the
natore, the more it ia re-active.. Let ws have the
guality pure. A little gemins let us leave alome. A
main difference betwizt men, is whether they attend
their own affair or not. Man ia that noble endo-
genous plant, which grows, like the palm, from within
outward, His own affair, though impossible to
others, he can open with celerity and in sport. It is
easy to sugar to be eweet, and to nitre fo be salt.
We take n great desl of pains to waylay and entrap
that which will of itself fall into our hand. I count
him a great man who inhabite a higher sphere of
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