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PREFACE.

Taz following Essay, which is now published by the
Hibbert Trustess, was written in Germany about a
year ago, doring the anthor's tenure of s Hibhert
Travelling Sechalarship.

Tha Hssay is a critical atudy of the two ropresen-
tative aystems of FEthics, with one or other of which
the names of tost thinkers in England and America
are at present sssociated. Mill and Hamilton, the
philosophical leaders of the last generation, have chiefly
a historical interest for ours; snd the undying doalism
of metaphysical thought is propagmted in Critical Idealism
snd Evolationistic Realism. Kaunt laid the foundations
of the ome, just s hundred yoars ago; Mr. Herberd
Spencer, in our own day, has 1aid the foundations of the
other. The present fiseay attempts an eetimate of the
ethical philosophy of cach of these toachers. The author
has not sssnmed the infallibility of either system, and
then procesded to refute the other from this dogmatic
standpoint: be has, on the contrary, made an honest
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endeavour to discriminate befween the troth and the
error which hie studies led him to believe each system
contained. He can sincsrely say le has sought nothing
but truth. And, in the quest of ib,. he hopes he has not

_ been disreapectful towards either of the sminent thinkers
whose principles he here critioizes.

In addition to the obligations acknowledged in the
Fasay iteelf, the snthor naturally owes much to the dis-
tingnished professors of philosophy, in Great Britain and
Germany, whose lectures ho had the privilege of attending.
But to one man, whose friendship it is an honour o have
enjoyed,—to the broad scholar and the keen, discorning
critic,~to the classic historian of Greck Philosophy and
the foremost thinker of modorn Enrope,—to Frofessor
Eduard Zeller of Berlin, the anthor desires to express
gpecial obligations for muck that need not here be
spocified, but not least for his constant exemplification
of the candid, truth-loving spirit described in the
Aristotolian motto of this Essay,—a apirit of which it is
hoped some roflex may be found in the following pagea.

Arcapis CoLrege,
Worrvinie, Nova Scoris,

July, 1831.
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