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PREFACE.

Preagiro, yet painful, is the writer's teak. Tt iz & loxary,
though a melancholy one, to wateh at the bed-side of those
whony we dearly love, to adminfater to their wants, and to
share, and thus alleviate, their sufferings.  When these officea
of uffection can no longer be performed, there is & sl satis-
faction in still bending over the lifeless frame, and following
il to ita lnst resting-place. And when both spirit and bedy
are withdrawn, iz there not & eimiler dalight to ba derived
from lingering around the memory of the departed, and pic-
wring ag atill present, what, alas, I gone for ever?

With such feelings, the author of this narrative takes up
hiz pen.  Happy to be thus still associated with the dead, yet
reminded by every eentenes he writes, of the irreparable loss
he has sustained. What was not the decessed to him! Coun-
sellor, Companion, Friend, Brother, Partner n his stedics,
his pleasures, and his carcs, one in publie sympathies and lite-
rary tastes, linked in love to him s were the spuls of Jonathan
anl David, and above all, Father, not merely to his other self,
but by the tendersst, the most wnwevering affection, to him
vlso.  Well may he say wijth the Patriarch Job—" Have pity
wpon me, b my friande, for the hand of the Lord huth tovehed
me "

Another weight which painfully oppresses the mind of the
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iv PREFACE.

writer, 1 the deeply-felt incompetence to do justice to b
theme. His olject is not to eulogize the dead, but to benafit
the living, by exhibiting the value of that religion which could
g0 wonderfully sustain the deccased amid severe and pro-
tracted sufferings, and which caabled him to anticipate the
fature, with peace, and even with rapiore. But the scenes
exhibited in that echamber of afffiction, no power the writer
pomseasta ix adequate to describe.  Tle fecls he gan never con-
vey & just impression to thoes who did not witness it, of the
gacred hale which snrroonded that sick bed.  Hishand trem-
bles a8 it iz put forth to the task, lest thia remarkable testi-
meny to the truth and power of religion should, like o valu-
mble gem, bw gpoilt in the setting.  Yet he feels itan incumbent
duty to maks the attempt, 2 nooha else to whom it might be
delegated could have the ssme peculiar qualifications for it, aa
one whe for nearly & month was scarcely ever absent from
the bed-aide of the departed, and who, in claiming to be re-
garded =5 a faithful narrator of facts, can at least say—* Wa
speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen.”

In humble relinnee on the Giver of all grace, this volumne
hsa been prepared. It is now sent forth with earnest prayer,
that He would accompany its perueal with His Divire blessing,
and that He weuld bestow both upon writer and readers, a
iulfilment of the favourite petition of him whose dying say-
ings it records—* O thou, to whom all hearts are open, all
desires known, end from whom nosggretsare hid, cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inepiration of thy Holy Spirit,
thot we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magmifly thy
bll:‘ij name, through Jesus Christ our Lord "
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