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PREF ACE.

——

Tais Grammar was first published eighteen years ago. Owing to
its having then been stereotyped, no alterations or improvements
of any import could have been introduced, although several
editions of it were afterwards printed. The present will be found
rather a new work than s new edition. It embodies the ex-
perience of one who, for many years sole German Master at the
Royal Military College, had to teach under circumstances of par-
ticular difficulty, such as perheps mo instructor will have to
meet again.

The Grammer, in the shape in which it is now offered to the
public, claims to be, in as narrow a eompass as the nature of the
eabjects allows, a popular version of the Grimm-Becker system.
The errangement, which will be found te have reduced the
elementary part to the uimost simplicity; also, the treatment
of the rules on the constructidn of the sentenca; and the whole
of the third section, are the Auwkhors own, The brevity of the
work ia one of the points, which the Author should wish to be
reckoned among its merits,"Jt i#:much ésdier to awell & Grammar
by a vain display of learning; than t lithit its substance to those
indispensable points, without a complete knowledge of which the
student can never hope to gain s firm footing in the language.

Any teacher, who is & true scholar himself, will make it his
first care quickly to lead his pupil to a point, on which, instead
of being taught the language from the Grammar, the student
may be taught the Grammar from the language. To make him
write frivolous exercises on the elements under pretence of so
much the better impressing them on bis memory, cught to be
considered a8 a wanton waste of time. Practising the elementary
part verbally, gives you the advantage of being enabled to go
over ten times as much ground as is possible with the same
smount of lebour in writing. If you teach the pupil, in & rational
method, the scientific principles on which the declensions and
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conjugations rest, he will never forget them; and, with the help
of & few simple rules, he will have the faculty almost from the
very outset, not only to find his way in reading easy German
pieces, but also to form sentences himself:—that is to eay, to
express his thoughts in German, if not altogether correctly, at all
events intelligibly. This is the meaning of the Preliminary
Chapter of this Grammar. A solid elementary foundation being
onoe laid, the rest will follow ks & matter of course. The Gram-
mar, therefore, has purposely been made short enough to be
remembered in all its principal details by any tolerably diligent
pupil.

The Author trusts that the better class of German teachers—
unfortunately not very numercus in this country,—will find his
Grammar and the Exercises which form the sequel to it, of great
assistance and practical use in instructing pupils of even moderate
ability. He has been anxious not to introduce any of those
elementary or syntactical rules with which an English student
must be supposed to be familiar from the Grammar of hiz own
language. For similar reasons, no German alphabet is given, as
any English person is able to read black letter, from which the

German character differs very little. Those who are competent-

to form & judgment on these matters, will, he hopes, acknowledge
the grest care which he has taken in stating the rules with
terseness, clearness, and precision, There may be among them
German university-men of sterling acquirements, who have known
to their own cost, that emidet the fussy clatter of 4 host of noisy,
hollow pretenders, it is sometimes difficult for the quiet scholar to
get s hearing; but in science as in life, earnest and honest truth
must and will prevail in the end.

THE AUTHOR.

Srarr Courmos,
March, 1858,
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PRELIMINARY CHAPTER.

ConTarring Parr oF tHE ConsvoaTion oF THE VERSs Baben AND feys,
AXD soME Rores or CONFTRUCTION RERVING 70 PORM SIMPLE
BEyTENCES,

IxFINITIVE.
Present. {egn, to be. Baben, to have,
Past.  gewefen Jeyn, to have baen,  gefiabt faben, to have had,

PresgxT TENSE,

Singular number,

Ist. p. 3 Bin, T um, ih Babe, I have.
2nd.p. bu bift, thou art. bu Jaft, thow hast.
tr he 4 he
8rd. p. { fle } ift, ahe} is, fie } bat, she % has.
| £ it el it

FPlural number.
Ist p.  SBir {ink, we are, iz faben, we have.
2od p. i feg, you are. il Babet, you have.
8rd p. fiefink, they are, fit ToGen, they have.

In polite address, the third person plursl Is wsed instead of the second
singular or phirsl, e g, @ie finbe Sie baben, inatend of du bift or bu baft
or alao instead of ibr babf: fir fjepd, it is them always spelt with &
capital &,

n
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RELATIVE Pasr, or, IMPERFECT TENBE,

Singular.
1st p. 3§ wor, I was. i batte, T had.
Sndp. tu marft, thon waat. bu Gatteft, thou hadst,
8rd p. e war, he was. rr Datte, he had.

Plural.

1st p.  Wir waren, we were. wit Batten, we had.
Ondp. ifr waret, you were. the Bartet, you had.
drd p. fle  maren, they were. fle Batlen, they had.

ArsorvTe Past, or, PerrEer TENSE.

Sengutar,
st p.  3ch Bin g I have , i Babey .; I have 3
ondp. bu Hﬂ} E  thou hast} bu Bajt } 2 thou hast "E
Sedp., et it ) & hebas I erbar ]S bebes
Plural.
1st p. Wiv fnd | =  we have wir fabeny o wehave 7
Yndp. (br fepp l ‘E you have } E it Babet } E you have }
3rd p. fie  find they have - fie faben ) P they have

Furure Tewsz oF fewn.

Strgular, Plural.
1=t p. ‘mlmﬂ.e} . Iehall % wirmerbeny | we shall
. E } |

2nd p. bu weirft } & thoa wilt igrwerset ¢ B youwill | g

Srd p. er wicd he will fle werben )~ they will

The future tense of all verbe is conjugated in the same way, being
formed of the conjugated present tense of the suxiliary verb wecben,
and of their own inboitive, Having, therofore, onee learned the conjugs-
tion of the futures teuss of feyny you likewise know the same tense of
paben, snd of every other verh in the language : — Jd) werbe baben: b weche
fragens %y werke finben, ota,
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IMPERATIVE.
Singular,
2od p. feg (v}, be (thou). Babe (but), have (thou).
3ed po feyer,  let him be babe e, let him have,
Plural.
Ist p. fepn i, let us be, Daben wir, Jet us hove.
2ndp. feyb (ifr), be (you). Batet (ihr), bave (you).

3rd p. fegnfie, 1t them be. Baben fle, let them have, or have
i you, ar be you, (see mem. after
the present tense)).

Remark 1. 'The present tcmee of all regular verbs is con-
jogated — with but » few modifications to be mentioned in the
sequel —like that of baben. This will be seen from the following
examples, in which the present tenses of the verbs, fragen, to ask,
and of finben, to find, are put side by side with that of haben.

Singular,
1st p. i) Babe. ic} fraae. ich finbe.
Ind p.  bu baft. bu frageft (fragfi}. bu flubeft.
Srd . er Dat £ Fraget (froat). er finber.
Plural,
lat p. wir faben. i fragen. voir finber,
Zndp. IGr Babet. thr fraget. ifir fnbet.
Brd p. e Gaben. fle fragen. fiz finben.

$aft is contracted from habeft, or babff, and bat from babet, or
babt, as in English, *thou hast,” is from “thou havest,” and “he
has,” from “he haves." The same contraction is not allowed in
other verbs, You are not, therefore, to conjugate; Jd Igbe,
(I praise), bu loft, ex fot; but, Jch lobe, bu lobft (lobefl), er fobt
(lobet). The plural of the present tense is regular in all con-
jugations,

Remark 2. The imperfect tense of all the verbs of what is
called the modern form, is conjugated like that of haben; it being
understood that Dafte is comtracted from babte (habefe), as the
Engligh, *1 bhad" is instead of “I haved.” Thus, fagen, (to say),
makes fagtes antworten, (to snawer), antwortete. The imperfoct
of these verbs is, therefore, conjugated as follows :—

B2
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Sirgalar.
Ist p, i Boite, T had. i) feate, T 2aid.  ith anbvorkete, T answered.
2ndp.  bu Batteft. tu fogteft. i ankroorteieft,
drd p. e Balle, er faghe. e anhwortete.

Plural,

st p. twir batten, woir fagten. by anbwortelen.
Zndp, ifr Gattet, ifr fagteh ifr antworteter,
ard p.  fle Datten. fle faglen. fie antwcorieten.

The classification of the verba into verba of the snciemt, and of the
modern form will be fully explained io the pequel  Bome short hints will
suffice here.  Verba, like flaten, {to find), fpredun, (to speak), fdreiben, (to
write}, which belong to the conjugstion of the ancient form, make in the
Imperfect not; By finbere; idy fpredite; It Threibie; but, Tdy fanby id ferady
idy feieh; just ma in English—whera the same distinction iz to be
recognized—you do not eay, “I finded,” “I speaked,” “I writed;" but,
I found,” I spoke,” “I wrota™ (Ou the other hand, the verba of the
moders form—as shown in the examples given ahove —are conjugated in
the Imperfact by adding to the radical portion of the verb the termina-
tion -1e or —tte, which corresponda to the termination -ed, added in the
same tense to the English verb, as e.g., I ank-ed, I prais-ed.

Remark 3. The Imperfect of the verbs of the ancient form s
conjugated after the example of that of feyn.

Singular.
1et p. idp rear, tdy Povadh, i) fank, i {dhried,
I was, I spoke. I found, I wrote,
2nd p.  bu warft, i fpradhit. pu fanbeit, eu frichit,
drdp, o wir. 67 fprad). tr fant. et [dbrich.
Plural,

Ist p. el wearen, nir foradien. ipiv fanden, roir {drieben,
2odp.  ifr waret. ife fpradut, ibr fanbet. the ferichet,
Brdp. fle waren, fie fproden, fie fanber.  fle fcyrieben.

Remark 4. Some verbs have the same monosyllabic conjuga-
tion, not in the imperfect, but in the present tense. Their
plural, however, sccording to the general rule (see Remark 1),
19 formed regularly from their infinitive. These verbs are,
tonnen, birfen, mbgen, wollen, follen, mbffen, wiffen. Their
present tense is conjugated as follows:—
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Stngular,
let p. idhfann, Adbacf, i wil,  Th o, {hmud  iD meid
(Losn). (Idare), (Fwilly ({Iehall). (I must). (I know).
2nd p, buBammft. bu barjft. to willR. bu EOR. bo mofl. Yo weift
Srdp. e Bann.  er borf  ev il er foll.  er muf  er melf.

Plural.

lat p. wir tanen. wir blicfen, wirwolim. wic follen. it mdffen. wic wiffen.
Sodp. ipr tinnet. ibr blefet. fhe woller. fbr follet. ibr miffer. [Gr wifet.
Srd p. fle Eimoen, fie blcfen. fie wollen. fie follen. e mifen. e wiffen.

Remark 5. The perfect tense of sll verbs is conjugated, in
one respect, like that of the verbs (eyn end habem, the neuter
verba forming it by the conjugated present tense of the verb feyn
and their own participle past; the transitive verbs by the conju-
gated present tense of the verb fabem, and, likewise, their own
purticiple past.

1. Neuter verbs ave those signifying a condition, like feyn; or
a state of movement or transitiom, like geben, to go, veifen, to
travel; or also a condition which is the contrary of movement or
change, as, flehen, to stand, bleibin, to remain, Transitive verbs
are those signifying action, hike maden, to make; fdiden, to
send; folen, to fetch. More will be zaid about this distinction
heresfter. Neuter as well as transitive verbs may belong to
either form, ancient or modermn.

2. The participle past of sl! the verbs of modern form is like
that of paben.  As, haben makes gebabt (pe-bab-t); thus, macben
makes gemadt (ge-mady-f); (diden, geldidt (ge-fodid-t); bolen,
gebolt (ge-bel-1); veifen, geveift (ge-reif-t).

3. The rules concerning the different classes of the verbs of
the ancient form will be given in & subsequent chapter. For the
presont purpose it is sufficient to state, that flehen makes geflanben;
bleibem, peblichen; gefhen, gegangen.

4, The conjugation of the perfect tense of these verbs, which
may serve as an example of all others of respectively the same
class and division, is, therefore, sa follows:



