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HOOKER

THE ACTIVITY OF FAITH; OR,
AERAHAM'S IMITATORSE

111,



BIOGRAPHICAIL NOTE

Taosmss Hooxzk, predoate and fellow of
Cambridgs, England, sand practically
founder of Connectient, wes born in
1586, He was dedicated to the ministiry,
and began his activities in 1620 by
ing & emall perish in Surrey. He did
not, bowever, attract much notice for his
powarful advoecacy of reformed doetrine,
until 1629, when was cited to appear
befors Laud, the Rishop of Tendon,
whose threats indoced him to leave Fng-
land for Holland, whence he sailed with
Jobn Cottom, in 1633, for New England,
and settled in Newiown, now Cambridge,
Masza,
Chiefly in ooneequence of dissgree-
ments between hia own and Cotton’s eon-
tion he, with a larme following,
migrated in 1636 to the Connestieut
Valley, where the little band made their
center at Hartford, Hooker was the in-
gpirer if not the anthor of the Funde-
mental Laws and was of wide politioal
as well aa religions infloence in nrguuiziu;:
#The United Colonies of New England”
in 1643—the first effort after foderval pov-
ernment made on thiz continent. He was
an active prescher and prolific writer up
to his death in 1647,



HOOKER

1588—1647

THE ACTIVITY OF FAITH; OR,
ABRAHAME IMITATORS

And the fother of cirowmeision to them who are nol
of circumdocirion only, Pyt who alse walk ia the slepa
of that faitk of our father Abreham, whish ke had,
being yel sneircomeized.—Bomans iv., 12,

PROCEED now to show who those are, that
may, and do indeed, receive benefit as
Abraham did. The text saith, “*They that

walk in the steps of that faith of Abraham:"
that man that not only enjoyeth the privileges
of the Church, but yieldeth the obedience of
faith, aecording to ‘the Word of God re-
vealad, and walketh in obedience, fhat man
alone shall be blest with faithful Abraham.

Two points may be here raised, but I shall
hardly handle them both ; therefore I will pass
over the first only with & touch, and that lieth
closely conched in the text.

That faith csuseth fruitfulness in the
hearts and lives of those in whom it is.

Mark what I say: a faithful man is a froit-
ful man; faith enableth @ man to be doing.
Ask the question, by what power was it
whereby Abraham was enabled to yield obedi-
enee to the Lord?! The text answersth you,
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