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PREFACE

In the preparation of this treatize on specifications for cement
tone of the most important materiala used in construction work
of any magnitude} the constant aim has been to present & set of
gpecifications that would not only be econsistent throughout,
but which, at the same time, conforms to modern practice. The
author 15 well aware of the fact, however, that no specifications
for cement will ever be devised which will meet all mental con-
ditions of enginecrs and all constructionsl and manufacturing
conditions of aetual work, and the following specifications do
not perform the impossible, as there are a few matters of detail
embraced herein where there is difference of opinion among
able engineers, many of whom are at least as competent a3 the
author to determine what is best. It i3 not cxpected that all
the provisions found herein will be applicable to every clasa
of construction work. A careful study must be made, for reasons
which will suggest themselves, of the surrounding conditions
and limitations, and these specifications modified in accordance.

In the preparation of these specifications the endeavor has
been to observe a logical order and & due proportion between
different parts. Great eare has been taken in classifying and
arranging the specifications and it will be helpful to the reader
to notiee that they are divided suceeseively into parts, sections
and parsgraphs. Every precaution hss been taken to present
the specifications in & form for convenient practical use and ready
reference. The table of contents shows the gemeral scope of
the specifications and a very full index makes everything in the
specifications easy of access.

The engineering periodienls and transactions contain s large
number of articles wherein gpecification requirements for cement
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Iv PREFACE

play a wvery umportant part in coostruetion work, and hence
numerous but carefully selected references to them are made a
prominent feature of this work. Besides directing the student
and young engineer in his preparation of similar specifications,
they encourage him to form the habit of consulting these great
eyclopedias of engineering practice. No attempt 18 made to
refer to all the engineering periodicals published in this country
nor to inelude every arficle on the subject to be found in the
periodicals selected. The aim has been merely to give a sufficient
number of selected references, to enable the student or young
engineer t¢ study the mothods employed by others in drawing
up cement apecifications.

While this work is in some respects imperfect and there is
no doubt room for the addition of much information, therc has
not heretofore been anything like as complete & presentation
of the subject; wnd in considerstion of this fact the reader is
requested not to be too critieal.

Jrnouy Cocaraw, C.E.
Dereorr, MIicHraan,
May, 1912,
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