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Epitoriar NoTe.

THERE are tew Scobcluocn whe, being impressod will
nosenze of regand for the religions lostory of their
country, can fail to luok with considerable inierest on
the series of Confessions, Owders, und Forms which
commonly go nnder the designation of Jobn RKuoe's
Lifurqy, but more officially termud the Lok of Comnen
{rder, printed in part before 1564, and formally
edopted by the Assembly of the Church of Scotlund
in that year. These formularies were in more or loss
zencral nse down to the time of the Solemn League
and Covenant, when they were superseded by the
Clonfession, Ustechism, and Ihvections, prepoared Ly
the Westminster Assembly. Nomerous editions of
Wuor's Liturgy continued to be printed, chiefly at
Edinburgh and Aberdeen, till 1643, All of which
thoogh, strange to say, wre exceeding seavee, and s
complete copy of any of the editions very rarely to
be met with.

In more recent times, three editions have been



i} EDITORIAL NOTE.

izsned—one of these in 1531, elited by the Rev.
Edward Irving; another in 1840, edited hy the
Rev, v, Cojming, of London ; and o thind in 1562,
edited by the Rev. George W, Sprott and the Rev.
Thomas Leishman, These issucs, now all exeopd-
ingly searce also, have {unfortunately, us some wonld
think) been modernized v matters of spelling and
other features, thus taking from the beok munch of
that quatulvess whicly -in the estimation of many
onght to be an inherent feature in the work.  In the
present issoc the old s.lm]lin;; amd phraseology, as in
the 1565 edition; iz strictly adbered to, and & like.
wise contains all that characterizes the best of the
nlder editions,

When in use, the Liturgy was commonly issted
along with the DPsalms, bl in other instamces the
Liturgy and Psalms were isswed separntely.  This
early translation of the Psalms is peenliarly qoaiot,
interesting, amd expressive, and differs widely from
the more modern one, It was in use down to 1650,
when tlie somewhat recent translation was adopted,
This early version will, it is intended, be issued
shortly, as & companion volume to, and uniform

with, the present one.
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