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AUTHOR'S PREFACE

I undertook for the last German congress of pay-
chology, held at Berlin, April, 1912, a general review
of the psychological methods of testing intelligence.
As I had only an hour at my disposal in my address,
I could at that time do little more than outline cer-
tain of the main features of this very broad field. It
seemed to me, however, hardly desirable to publish
the address in the form in which it was given. I
felt, on the contrary, that in view of the now ever-
increasing interest displayed in the theme both in
Germany and elsewhere and in view of the extraordi-
narily scattered nature of the literature—much of
which, by the way, is difficult of access—that an ex-
position of the topic on a wider scale was demanded.
5o I have tried to elaborate my original review to
this larger scale. I have treated in it three main
topics: single tests, the serial method (after Binet-
Simon) and the methods of correlation and estima-
tion.

In the form of my treatment, also, I have over-
stepped the bounds of the mere ‘‘ general review.'" 1
have not confined myself to setting down what now
exists, but have myself taken an attitude toward the
problem, have offered criticisms of the methods and

T



vi PEYCHOLOGICAL METHODS OF TERTING INTELLIGENCE

made proposals for their modification and develop-
ment. In making these criticiams and suggestions I
have been able to use the experience that has come
from the tests of intelligence which have been in
progress at Breslan for some years past. Many of
these experiments, in which psychologists, educators
and physicians have cobperated in a gratifying
manner, have already been published; others are
still in progress. Yet, thanks to the courtesy of these
workers, I am able to make a preliminary report of
some of these as yet unfinished investigations. I
have also taken the opportunity to incorporate some
minor contributions to the problem that have origi-
nated in the exercises of the Psychological Seminary
at Breslan.

The subject under discussion is limited to some
extent by the cireumstance that tests of intelligenoce
have heen almost always restricted fo children and
youthe. Bat it is just the pecnliarity of the peycho-
logical methods of intelligence testing—psycholog-
ical in the narrower sense, in contrast, e. g., to the
peychiatrical methods—that they take their start
from the mental life of the child, though later, of
course, the attempt iz madé to carry them over into
test methods for adults. On this account I have
treated in some detail the results that acerue to peda-
gogy, and not only to the pedagogy of auxiliary
clagses and of the subnormal child, but also to the
pedagogy of the normal child.

In my judgment, intelligence testing is one of the
most promising fields of applied psychology, usihg
that term in the strictest sense. For this resson I
wanted to make this survey of it accessible to wider
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circles of readera outside the psychological profes-
sion, especially to teachers of normal and of back-
ward children, to school administrative anthorities,
to school physicians, to specialista in nervous and in
children’s diseases, and to those engaged in child
welfare work. This special edition, accordingly, has
been arranged. I hope that it will demonstrate to
the workers in thesc circles the great importance and
fruitfulness of the psychologist’s methods and at the
same time show them the diffienlties and the gaps in
the present statns of this work, and that so plainly
as to prevent overhasty attempts at practical appli-

cation.
W. SrerN.
Breslau, October, 1912.






TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE

This translation of Stern’s Die psychologischen
Methoden der Intelligenzpriifung has been under-
taken because the monograph, though dealing with a
different topic, aims, like my previous translation of
Offner’s Mental Fatigue, to collate, systematize and
appraise a mass of scattered and to most readers in-
accesgible material that bears upon & problem of un-
questioned importance.

Professor Stern was one of the pioneers and most
active expositors of the investigation of the psychol-
ogy of testimony, for the furtherance of which he in-
stituted a new periodical, Beitrage cur Psychologie
der Aussage, which was later enlarged to cover the
wider field of applied psychology in general (Zeit-
schrift fir angewandte Psychologie). Stern is like-
wise well-known for his contributions to individunal
psychology, notably for his important work on indi-
vidual differences (Ueber Psychologie der individuel-
len Differemzen), published originally in 1900 and
completely rewritten in 1911 under the title, Die dif-
feremtielle Psychologie, and for his numerous sig-
nificant contributions to the psychology of childhood.
From his Psychological Seminary at Breslau have
appeared many researches, some of which are re-
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