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THE MEDICAL HISTORY OF THE PHILADELPHIA
ATLMSHCOUSE.

By . HAYES AGNEW, M.D.*

GenTLEMEN —I am befere you to-day by appeointment of the
medical board. to discharge a service preliminnry to the opening
of the annual eourse of elinieal lectures in the hospital. For
some time I have been engaged in gathering material from a grest
wvariety of sourees, written and unwritten, to secure the history of
the Philadelphia Almshouse from oblivion, if not witer loss. The
field is extensive and inieresting, though ita paths huave been
much obacnred by the decay of Lime.  So interweven is it with
the secularities of Philadalphia, that no history of this city, eivil,
political or professiomal, would be complete witheut it

The medica]l history of the Thiladelphia Almshouse covers a
period of one hundred and twenty wears, during which time it
has been located in three different positions. First,on the square
between Spruce and Pioe and Third and Fourth astreets, at that
time called the Green Meadows; next on the square bebween
Spruce and Pine and Elsvenih end Twelfth stroets, long known

[ . Agnew was a member fpom 1958 o 18856 of 1he alheiesl Sl of Lhs Philadelphin
Thmpital. He was also curator of the mussune oo 1881 W 1887,  Thie “Tlikory ™ wan
a leclure dellversd at the opesdng of the cliolsd edores sl the liospils], Oetober 15, TR,
and resrls the most oportanl melion) facls conneactsd with the insd{tation to shat date, Io
was poblinhed by request of the bown! of guurdini, and wan prloted by Holland & Edgar,
4 North Eighth stroct, Philadelphip ;| bak It has long boon pracstioplly oukof print. D, Agnaw
has kindly glven his consent to it pe-putilication 1o this velume of RBeporis o0 which (6 forme a
fiting introduetien. A fow notes have been pdded end o few corractions made, but i1 {a repeo.
duced nearly aa originally pablished. The wotes added are placed ln brackets, Do the s
torieal and mieesllanesus mamoranda, to ba glven later, will be found sarme aildends, relating
tay fiscites oevurring within the period soversd by D Agaew, Dl ned mentioned by biem.]

The following prefatory aekicoowledlment @8 wede by the ontlior: ** 1 am indebted o the
baned of guiredinng for fres necess Lo the reconds of Lhe house | bo Do, Girvin and Benton, resi-
dant physicinns of the Fhiladelphin Horpital, for valuable nsslstanee in sewrching Bese reoneds,
to Mr. Barmnel Heczand, scerctary of the Philadelphin Historicnl Boriets, for information
which the works of that Hbrary supgliod ; to Mr, Mickloy, wheso rare collection of old works
ia unsurpeesed; to Professors Fackeon and Hodge, apd Dre, Gerhard and 300E, whose
soguaintancs with mattars pertaining to the subjects treated oo, proved of much oensegeto:
in enabling ma to ascertaln facts connscted wikh subjects on which wreitien documents wer
gilont, and o Mr. Cavender, whose lncdustey (o srmoging the reconds s posh prdsewortiy.''
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2 MEDICAL HISTORY OF THE FPHILADELPHIA ALMSHOHMEE.

as the Society Grounds; and last, on the west side of the Schuyl-
kill river, where we ara assembled to-day.,

This, genitlemen, is the oldest hospital on this continent.!  Proud,
in his history of Pennsylvania, a work justly esteemed for its
research, says the Philadelphis Almshouse was of later date than
the Pennsylvania Hospital, the origin of which was in 1753.
This is a mistake, In 1742 it was fulfilling a varied routine of
beneficent functions in afferding sheller, support and employment
for the poor and indigent, & hospital for the sick, and an asylom
for the idistic, the insane and the orphan. Tt wnis thus dispensing
its acts of wmercy and blessing, when Pennsylvania was vet a pro-
vince and her inhabitants the loyal subjects of {ireat Britain,
more than twenty years before a school of medicioe was founded
in this eity, and indeed bofore most of the great events which
hnve given the American peaple 2 Listorical importance among
nations of tho varth, i

Who were the first physicians appeinted to attend the Phila-
delphia Alinshouse, and af what period were they asstpned to this
duty ? These are guestions, ao far #s I know, which cannot bo
sscertained either from record or tradition. In 1768, and prob-
ahly much earlior, Drs. Carllwalader Fvans and Thomas Bond
were the medieal appointees; and on the 18th of May, 1769, we
have s formal announcement of their pe-election. The institution
at this early period contained twohundred and forty-six inmates,
and esch of the medical sitendanis received fifty pounds per
annum, and wore requircd to supply such medicine a& wus nesded
for the sick.

Dr. Bond studied his profession at home and abeoad; was the
first surgeon and physician to the Pennsylvanin TMospital, in
which institution as enrly as 1769 he delivered lectores on elinical
medicing and surgery. Dr. {adwalader Evans was one of the
first pupils of Dr. Bend. In order to finish his education he
sailed for Edinburgh, but the wessel while on the voyage was
taken by a Spanish privateer and carried to Hayti, where ha
remained between two and iree yeurs befors he was able to renew
the voyage for the Seotch metropolis, then the great centre of
medigal instruetion. [t was after his return from Seotland he
became officially connected with the almshouse,

N Prof. Wm. Odler, formerly of the medleal slaff of the hospital, now of Johns-Hoplkins

Hoapiinl, Ballimore, in answer Lo queries, writes the ed{ior that the Hotel THen, of Montreal,
win founded in 142, and pomibly some of the Megionn hoaplals are older yet.]




