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THE HANDSOME HUMES.

CHAFPTER 1.
ALL A WONDER AND A WILD pEIig."”

SEE was seated in the garden ; a book lay
ogpen on her lup; her face was in shadow,
save for the soft soffusion of light re-
flected upwards from the masses of Qowers
aglow in the sun; her eyes were plunged
in a profound reverie. It was nof a
common mood with Nan Summers, who
was naturally gay of heart; nor had it
escaped the ever-watchful observalion of
her father. On this oceasion he came
along the garden path in a casual kind
of way, as if he were cluefly cccupied with
the peonies, the columbine and larkspur,
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3 THE HANDSOME HUMES,

the geramiums, and none-so-pretty, and
white Canterbury-bells ; and when he spoke
to her he was eareful to hide lus wvague
anxiety.

“ Nan,” said ke, ** you wust really give
that book back to Mr. Hame, T am afraid
it 18 too difficnit for you. I have noticed
ones or twice that when you begin to
study it, you full into long thinking fits
and that's not like you, Nan; that's not
to be allowed at all. You must not lose
vour high spirits, you know; you were
always splendid “for that; your cyes must
be kept laughing—not froubled by any
book. If you are really puzzled about any
of those wild flowers, I will get somebody
down from London; it would not cost so
much to get a teacher down from London
for & weok or two; and then you conld let
Mr. Hume have his book back.”

Now on Lis approach she had hastily
shut the velume that lay on her knee;
then she secmed ashamed of that instine-
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tive action ; she opened the I'lora again ;
and when she addressed her father, it
was with brave eyes —though there was
some touch of conseious colonr in her fore-
hiead.

“To tell you the truth, Dodo,” she said,
“1 was thinking the same thing, though
for a different reason. Mre. llume must
have forgotten what was in this book; L
guppose 1t 1z gome years sivee he ewrried
it about with him, among the Cumberland
and Westmoreland hills; and he appears
to have jotted down anything that eame
into Lig head—dillerent phrases of transla-
tion, as if he were trying which was the
besti: and these are from the Greek—so
much I know, for there are references to
¢ Artemiz and the broad-bosomed Athene,’
and Arethusa fthat was changed into the
fountain. Then there are pencillings of
flowers on the marging, and bits of
mountain or lake scenery on the hali-
pages; I should say the book had been



