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FOUR PLAYS BY GILBERT CANNAN

JAMES AND JOHN - - - - oneact
MILES DIXON .+ - - - - mwo acis.
MARY'S WEDDING - - - . onr et

A SHORT WAY WITH AUTHORS, one act.
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CHARACTERS

Mr. Bessemer Steel.
Mr. Checreman Clay.
Mr. Percy Figo.

Mr. Bauerkeiler.
Bateman,

Callboy.

Dresser.

Mirr Britanmiao Meaal,

Scene: A Dresmsing-room in 4 London theatre.
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The scene i o dresringroom in o London theatre.
Time, 7.90 P.M.

Door . Door leading inro a Fatfe room L. back,
up a sair or koo, ;

Walls decorated with porirastr of Mr. Becremer
Steel.

Desk 1., on which & o lelephone.  Drerring-table
and cheeal-glass L.

In the far vight-Rand corver 5 2 miserabledocking
indiridual sith a bromn.paper parcel in hiy
kand, Thir {7 uR. CHEEREMAN CLAY.

The telephonr nings: the door wp ihe lale ratrs
ir opensd, and PATEMAN, the dresser, runs
domn to the lelephone. He leaver the door
open, shotmng a ghimpsr of RESSEMER STEEL
strugpling with kic clothes. e it drasving for

& Georgian pari.
BATHMNA®
[£: telephone] Who! . . . Mr Vige? . . .
Has he an appointment? . . . Right
CLAY

[Timidly] Do you think Mr. Steel could see me
now! I've been hers an hour and a half.
[paTEMAN igmores him and retwrns fo the
dresrng-room. CLAY slowly  unmwraps

Rir parcel. A ke dogs o, the door opens
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and youngish man enters itk a large
entelope under My arm. Thir v um.
vico. He comer 4 Lo CLAY with nervows
effuriveness,
VIGO
Mr. Bessemer Steelf . . . Howdovoudo? . . .
Shall I read my play to youl

[He begins o draew i out of kis envelope,

CLAT
I wouldn't if I wete vou,
YiGo
1 beg your pardon.
CLAY
I wouldn't if | wete vou. . . . You see, ['m not
Mr. Bessemer Steel - . | luckily.
VIGO0
Oh. . . .1 have ao appointmment with Mr.
Steel for half-past seven.
CLAY
Sobave I . . . for eix,
VIGD
Chl
CLAY
He's in there . |, . dressing,
VGO
Oh!

[vico nits end theve ir & moment of painful
sienece. BATEMAN busiles  scross]f the
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room end oul by the other door. BTEEL
tuts hir head out of the dressing-room
door.

STEEL

Anybody there?
Two of us. . . .

CLAT

BTEEL
Can't come out. . . . Demn breeches have split.
. . . Oh, it's you, Clay. . . . How dol
vIico
My name is Vigeo . . . Percy Vigo.
ETEEL

Oh, beard of you. . . . Knockout for old
Ibeen. . . . What? . . . Sha’n't be long,

onece I'm acam up.

CLAY
Dioing wall !
STEEL

Rotten. . . . They wen't take it . . . won't
take anvthing. . . . No money in front
of the house. . . . Plenty behind | . .
thank' God. . . . Part for me, Mr. Vigo?

TIGD

I don't koow any one who could play it better,

BTEEL

I should think por . . . I didn't ask that.
Part for me 1 what 1 said.




