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{CHAPTER: 1.
THE ZaLL T aRMS,

HEM the members of the First Troop of Phila-
delphin Citv Cavalry woere summoned Lo
prepare for the annual inspection, on Aped 23rd, 1505,
there was but one wieat topic of conversation ameng
the people of il United Stares.  Burly in February,
the UL 5. Battlesp Maine Tud Peen destroyed by an ex-
plesion in Havana harbor, and twa hoadred i locty-
eight American siilors bad lost thelr hves. A boand of
naval efficers, after dailv sessions for seven wecks, had
decided thal the destruction of the viossel was not due
Lo an accident; confirming the popular opinion that the
blowing up of this vesscel was anact of Spanish tremwch-
erv.  Hoth branches of Congress were debating mens-
ures regarding American interveation in the Cuban re-
belbion, which the natives ol that slamd had success-
fully carried on against Spanisht rule for throe years.
The question of the boor was whether war with Spain
was at hand.
That the annual inspectien of the Troop occur-
red jusl at this time was merely o coincidence—siy

menths hefore the plans had been made.  Nothing
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