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" Remember the davs of old,
Congider the vears of ma _nif REnErations:
Azk thy Father, and he will shew thee;
Thine elders, and chey will tell thee.™
Deue. xxun. 7.

*Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom 1
have chosen,”— lsaiah xiii. 16

*“The life of man is num[‘:l.}-rl:d by days:
The days of Tzracl are without number.” 5
eclus. xxxvii. 25,

“Kinpdoms arise and kingdoms pass away, but Tsrael endureth
for evermore,” —N0idrash.

“Man 15 made man by hstory. The Jew recogmizes that he is
made what he 15 by the history of his fathers, and feels he 12 losing
his beteer self eo far as he loses his hold on his past history,

“The history of lsrael is the great living proof of the working of
Divine Providence in the affairs of the world. Alope among the
nations Tsrael has shared in all grear movements since mankind
became conscious of their destinies,  IF there is no [Mvine purpose
in the long travail of Lzrael, it 15 ¥ain o seck for any such purpose
in man's life.  In the veflected lighe of that purpose each Jew should
lead his life with an added dignny.”—Josern Jacops.



PREFACE

Tue history of the Jews presents che straggles for light and life
of a peaple small in numbers and neghipible i policical power bt
great in achievement and unparalleled o endurance. This people,
whom the historians aod peopraphees of ancient Jlcllas hardly
deigned to notice as a sirange Byrian irthe, had already chen pro-
duced one of the most remarkable lerareres of 28] time as well as a
haody of men who were liter on aceliimed as the ethical and pelipions
teachers of mankind. While n their mosc Hourishing polatical
stare the lsraclices formed onlv a petey Asane kingdom, the de
scendants of those who served the Pharachs and whose narcional
existence was wiped oue by Nebuchadoezzar the Babylonian ahout
3,500 years ago still cepresent one of the mose active and progressive
human groups af roeday.

What the Jews as a Kwltaepall mean to the waorld, not merely as
an ancient factor bue as one of the bving forees of modern times,
may be pauged by a comparisan of the contriburions which the
Jews have made during the Jasy century to all aspects of civilization
with the almast inappreciable aceivities during che same period of
the hisrorically and politically favoured Greeks.

If we take away the Jews from the readms of thought and life—
if we imagine that there had not exiered those wha zave birch to
the spiritual, cthical and dogmatic forces of Christianicy; tha
Mohammedanism, the Arabian replica of a militane Judaism, had
never scen the world; thar we Enew nothing of those and other
Hebraie intfluences which, in name substance and action, have
repeatedly chamged the course of steiy—then both Ezscern and
Western civilization would appear to us beéyvond recognition.

The Jews are one of the very rare races with a definite mission
in the developmene of mankind —a ezsion of which rhe acrars are
copscious, 1f, at times, unwillme agencs, destined 1o play the pare
of historic advocares for the freedom of che human conscience, in
contravenrion of their own jealous and uncompromising adherence
to cthical Monothcism and 1o rhe mordd porpose of human lefe—
the impenshable Jewsh comribaions o the foundacons of civiliza-
thon.

The Jews have, however, not only piven birch to prophers of the
mission of Tsracl, but, serangesc of all, they have also produced the
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® PREFACE

greatest adversaries of thor own claims and corparate existence.
Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles, who boasted of being a Hebrew
of the Hebrews, was the dogmatc founder of the world-conquerning
relimon of which Jesws the Messish (Cheist) was che spiritual and
ethical inspiration; Spinoza, the moest dissolving philosopher of
the modern age, broke the trmammels of supernacurabism; Karl
Marx, the scientific creator of che Bocialist movement, became the
cozmopolican prophet of the disinherited of the whole human race,

In spite of the extraordinary kaleidoscopic changes in Jewish
hismr:.r——fmm the conquest of the pow extiner and forgotten
Canaanites to the combar with the widespread and powerful forces
of modern Anci=Semirism-—an extensive survey of it presents a
cycle of manifestations and problems thar conunually repears iceelf,
In substance, Jewish history is concengrated on che never-ending
stragele berween the universalistic and particularistic tendencies of
Jewish chought and life, and, from the confiiets between Prephecy
and Iriezthood to those of Watlonalizm and Assimilazion, we discern
the zame heroie effort 1o save the Jewish life by lozing it Newver
has such selidarity been exhibited between the scattered atoms of
a race that frequently even lack molecular attracton, yet never has
a peaple nizen to such subhime heighes, wich entire oblivion of jself
Tt is because throaghoue this Jewish serugele tor life there appears
one undetlyving, fundamental purpose—the fulflment of law and
prophecy in their workings in Historw,

Jewish histary has shared the fate of che Jews in chat i has been
ereated either from an offensive or defensive, and, oo frequently,
from the double-cdged didactie, poine of view, In the following
pages, the course of Jewish history has baen craced wichout ceference
to the guestion whether the Jews have the right o exist. The
subject of Judaism s 2 world-religion hias been Fully treaced by me
elsewherg,! but, irrespective of the justification or candemmnation of
Judaism, our interest is surely due ro che hiszory of a people which,
according to the natural law of che survival of the Gttest, has justified
itsclf by 1ts very existence.
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the reading and revision of the M5, and proofs of the book. o

Londosn,

November 14, 1909,

1The Synagopue and the Churek, being a Crandribution to the Apolo-
getzer of fudaism {Roudledee, 1908).



