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Prefatory Words.

The first four of the follnving dia-
courses were preackad on the four Advent
Bundaye of 1899 ; the last on New Year's
Bunday, 1900. The ssason of Advent
and the New Year always awakens, in
the Chrisgtian heart, thoughts about the
Kingdom of the Lord Jesus—its aim
and wmethod, and the condifions which
Jurther or hindor ils coming. The special
themes here treated, and the mode of their
treatment, were suggested by the War in
Bouth Africa, which no Englishran could
Jorget, whether in Church or oul of
Church. New Year's Bundoy—Januwary
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Tth, 1900—was being ocbserved by many
eongregations ae a day of hearl-searching
mh_hhumﬂfﬁew,mdw
Jor abiding peace among the nations,

During the lasi fifly yeors the cause of
peace has, like other couses dear o the
Christion poul, bnewon periods of progress
ond delay. Duwl il slands olone in the
sudden ond wvioleni changes o national
setiliment which # Aoz experrenced,
Bometimes the nalion has thought thaf
peice was on i way; then there has gome
& general doubl of e poesibilily; maony
have seemed not fo think i, ohoays ond
wnder all circumatances, desirable.

It iz the object of the following sermons
to suggest the reason of these morked re-
vulsions in public senfiment. Peace hos
been freated os an end in dfself; “the
greatest of national inderesis ™ ; the wisest,
the only, mode in which each nation con
work out ife desfing consiplently with
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the working wut of their destiniss by all
other nations. In vealily, peace is ome of
“the fruils of the Spirit”; it cannot be
seoured emcept by the loyal adoption of
the whole doctrine of Chrislian living ;
it fa part of “the method of Jesua
There oon be nwo abiding peace while
men are habitually secking objects,
cherishing tempers, following methods
which nafurally eond inevitably™ lead
to war,

Thiz small book in o very fesbla, very
partisl, presentation of o subject whick,
in ifs relation to Christion dockring gud
W,MWQFMM
comstruetive thought to which the preacher
makee no pretence. Buf oll sound
Christian thinking has its origin in the
personal spiritual life; and probably
there were never so many souls aiming
after * the imitation of Christ” as there
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are fo day. I desire nothing more thon
fo be a fellow-worker with them,

“May the God of peace, whe
brought again from the dead the
greal Bhepherd of the sheep with
the blood of the everlasting cove-
nant, even our Lord Jesus, make ws
perfect in every good thing fo do
His will, working in ws that which
iz well.pleasing 8 Hizs sight,
through Jesua Cheist: o whom
be the glory for ever amd ever.
dmen"

Bowdon, Cheskire,
20nd Mareh, 1800,
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