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PREFACE.

Tae following Dictionary of the Proper Names, found in the
Hebrew Bible, exhibits:—1st, the Names arranged in alpha-
betical order ;—2nd, the pronunciation of the Hebrew name in
English letters ;—3rd, the form in which the name appears in
the English authorised version ;—and 4th, the meaning of the
Hebrew names;—the especial object of this list has been to
give the interpretations.

To some it might seem, at first sight, to be a thing of but
little importance what the signification may be of the names
nsed in the Seripture; but it is believed that but a Little
consideration will suffice to convinee any Christian mind, that
even such s thing as this, in the word of God, ought not to
be overlooked. Indeed, the use made of proper names in the
word of Grod, and arguments founded on their meaning, must
prove sufficiently that even these things are “written for our
instraction.” For instance, in Heb. vii. 1, &ec., we read “this
Melehizedek, king of Salem, priest of the most high God,"”
“first being by interpretation king of righteousness, and after
ihat also king of Salem, which is king of peace.” So too with
regard to the change of the names of Abram and Barai to

. Abraham and Sarah; and the additional name of Tsrael given
to Jacob, “for as a prince hast thou power with God and
with men, and hast prevailed.”

The names given to our blessed Lord also mark the im-
portance of attending to the meaning of the Hebrew proper
names, for in them we find both the glory of His person and
also His work pointed out in the express interpretations which
the Seripture itself affords; thus we read in Mat. i. 21, &e.,
“ Bhe shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name
JESUS, for he shall save his people from their sine.” Here we
find the Hebrew name Y3 so explained ss to exhibit that
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its meaning was to be to us a source of instruction as to the
work of Him who should bear it—* ke shall saave.” “Now
all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold a virgin shall he
with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his
name Emmanuel S¥09Y, which being interpreted is GOD with
us.” This symbolic name is so explained by the Holy Ghoat,
as distinetly to shew, even in the account of our Lord's birth
as man, that He was really and truly God; the symbolic
name being shewn to involve most valuable and important
doctrine, this first mention of God in the New Testament
being used in speaking of our Lord.

It wounld be easy to increase the number of instances from
Scripture of proper names, the meaning of which involves
some truth of interest or importance, but the above may
suffice to prove that they ought not to be overlooked.

It is true, that many of the proper names in the Old Testa-
ment, are of obscure derivation ;—it should also be remembered
_ that many of the persons whose namea are mentioned are
those of whom we are told scarcely anything further; and
the fact that some part of the subject is obscure, is no reason
for us to overlook that part which is clear and manifest; were
we 50 to act, we might neglect the whole of the Seripture on
account of the difficulties which we may find in particular
portions,

In doubtful and difficult cases, Gesenine and J. Simonis
have been consulted in drawing up the interpretations in the
following list; the initinls of these two writers indicate ex-
planations given on their authority.

There yet exists s good deal of uncertainty as to the
principles of composition and contraction of Hebrew proper
pames; attention being called to the subject, may lead to its
heing so fully investigated that we may arrive at settled
prineiples of general application.

Some of the proper names in the Old Testament, are not
Hebrew, but Babylonisn, Egyptian, &ec.; the explanations
which are given of such, rests entirely on the authority of
the writers who are cited at the close of each article.



HEBREW PROPER NAMES.

Tux following attempt at a brief Dieti

of the Proper Names found in the

Old Testament, does not pretend to any originality as to the explanation. It
is chiefly & compilation from the Onomasticon Simonis, and the Thesaurus and
Manuvale of Gesenius, The meanings given bf the former are marked thus (8.},

those by the latter writer (G.). It will hard]

ly be needful to notice the use of

the following abbreviations—* eomp.’ for * compare;" ¢ cont.' for ¢ eontraction;’
* constr,’ for *comstruct;’ ¢ Heb." for ¢ Hebrew,' &c. &c.—Observe, the fm
ounciation of the Hebrew is given immediately after the word, and then follows

the name found in the English Bible.

[
BIUIM [dvagthak'], Abagthe, the
same as B33, of doubtful derivation :

great(8.); fortunate, or cunning (G.).

1"‘23!5 defective, and

LA98 Kethib, from the Aramean
dialect, where M takes 3 before the
afiz (8.), for 13

“3M [dvee’], Abi, abbreviated from
"IN

"3¥, or contracted W, I, re-
quires special notice in relation to the
Hebrew proper names, in which it is
frequently found compounded with
other words.

Itaffects the interpretation according
as we consider it: First, as the con-
struct of 2M, not in its primitive sig-
nification of father*, but in the sense
of 93 possessor, as in the Arabic
and Ethiopie (Gesenius’ Thesaurus),
In this view of it, it will refer to the
bearer of the name, as W28 (here
compounded with sirength,) pos-
segsar nfa:rsay:k, i.e. strong one.

® We do not set up ourselves ns griiters
of the question, yet we do use this signif-

cation generally, lenving the decision with
the competent reader.

But, secondly, finding the same also
compounded with some proper names
of women, as M2M, 2 Chron.ii.24;
D0hIN, hi. 18; STV, 2 Sam. dil. 4;
we are forced sometimes to consider
it in the primitive signification of fu-
ther, in which care “2¥ iz not to be
taken in the common sense of its con-
struct state, faiker of, but, of wham the
Jfather, or whose father (compare Si-
monis Onomasticon, p.448, PSR
patris gaudiwm; Gesenius' Manuale,
cujus pater exuliatio); thus, TN
whose father [is] the Lord.

Thirdly, "2 from 2% 10 will or
desire, as TR w1l or desire of the
Lord, &e.

Or, fourthly, 38 may be considered
somelimes not as & construct, but * as
a mere conjunction between the tweo
words ; comp. 1T (8.).

This enalogy is also in & gresi
meagure connected with other ecom-
pounds, as T, by, &e., to
which the reader would do weil to
attend.

DRI (doec-shl), Abiel, father
of sirength, i. e, sirong one (G. and 8.),
or, the father's strength (8.), from 28

B
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and "N; bot perhaps whose father
[is] Ged. Comp. note.

[@ves-ah-s@ph'], Abia-
saph, he [God] took away [his] father
(8.); father of gathering, is. gatheer,
eollector (G.), from ¥ and FDM 1o
gather, lake away.

"P2Y [dveegih'yil], Abigail; the
father's jay (8.); comp. id. and 23 fo
rejoice.

OI'3M [dveegal’], marg. Abigal,
contraction of the same,

Tk [Gveeddhn’], Abidan; whose
Father He [God] judged (8.): faiher
of the judge (G.), comp. id. end
™1 to judge.

DTN [dveedahng], Abidah; the
father's prayer, i.e. a son obtained
by dhe father's prayer (8.); father
of knowledge, i. e, wise {G.). Comp.
id. and Arab. ®¥7 o invoke, or Heb.
YT 1o know.

TPaN [doiy-yah'], Abijah; desire
of the Lord (8.); whose father [is]
the Lord (G.}, comp. id. or TN ¢
wifl or desire, and FV) Jak.

AR [dvig-yah'hoo], Abijah; the
same as MTIM, with ™) more fully
written of FTI1»

AN [Hoeehooh'], Abihu; trhose
Jather [is] He, Le. God. Comp. AR
Jfather, and BT he.

TN [dvechood], Abibud ; fa-
ther of glory, comp.id. and 79, L.q.
T glary, (8.).

TP "M [dvee-hah-ezree’], Abi-
exrite, pattonyrnio of TP 2 which see.

(2)

IR

IR [Speckhanyil], Abibail;
the father's sirengih, or, father of
strength, L.e. o strong one; from 2
Jather, and 273 strength or valour.

MY [dreetoor’), Abitub; the
father's goodness (8.); father of good-
ness, L.e.a good one; comp. id. and
=M goodsess.

LB [dveetal], Abital; the fa-
ther's dew or protection; comp. id. and
BB dew or protection, from 2278 to
cover (8.). :

EP3M [dviy-yakm], Abijam; greai®
desire (8.); father of the sea (G.);
comp. id. or TR ¢o will, and B sea.

LMD [Zeeemah-sh?], Abimacl;
Jather of fatness; comp.id. Arab, bxn
o be fat (8.), According to others,
Mael, the name of an Arabian nation.

TIB'SM [dveemehlekh], Abime-
lech; father of the king, or whose fa-
ther [in] king: comp. id and W3R
Eing.

SN 38 [deeenahdihe' ], Abinadab;
Jather of the noble, or whose father
[is] nobie or liberal; comp. id.and
AT to be liberal.

OpYaM [dveendhngam], Abine-
am ; the father's pleasantness; comp.
id and U?E pleasaniness.

"2 [dpeenshr'], marg. Abiner;
the father's light, comp. id. and ™3
light (8.); but, perhaps, whose father
[is] Mer. See 1 Sem. xiv.50. -

* Dand ] preceded by (+) and ¥y bas been
connidered by philologers as & formative, sig-
nifying augmeniatitn and ity ;  comp.
Bim, Onomast, p. 367,
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. P8 [ev-ydhodph'], Ebinsaph;
-contracted from ADE'IH g, v,

TWYIM [Uvee-ngihser], Abieser;
the father's Belp, or father of help;
comp, 2t and Y kelp,

1iaby o [livee-ngalvohn’], Abi-
albon; the father's strength, or Jfatherof
strength; comp.id.and 11397 strength.

B2 [Hocerihm'], Abiram; the
lifted up or high father, or Jather
of exaltation, or the father's exalia-
Hon; comp. id, and 07 a8 a participle
or noun of B ¢y be high,

t apon [dveeshag], Abishag; the
Jather's delight or error ; comp.id. and
TR to delight onc's self (8.), or 2P
fo err (G.).

VWM [dveeshooang], Abishaa;
the father's or father of deliverance,
comp. id. and Y9, for Y, heip,=

PN [veeshoor’], Abishur; the
Jather’s wall, comp, id. and "W wail,

 PPPH [dvecshiy’], Abishai; fhe
Jfather's present; comp.id. and "W gigy,
prosent.

SN [ivesshahlohm’], Abi-
shalom; the father's, or father of
peace; comp.id. and & peace.

AN [ev-yahtharr’], Abisthar;
whose father was loft, i.e. after his
mother's death (S.); the father of
sbundance {G.), or the father's abun-
dance; comp.id.and N to be left.

UEN [Ghoehl], Abel (different
from 9371 Abel, the son of Adam);
mosrning, the name of s place, from

(3)

B

the comparison with Gen.l, 11; but,
from the Arabic, moist, watered, a
meadow (8.) and (G.).

TIRERIYE 3 [ahoe? bohth-
magnikhak’], * Abel-both-maschab ;
meadow af, i. e. near ‘& M3-

MR D28 (ZhoiAT hashshitteen')
Abel-Shittim; meadow of acasia trees,
the name of a place.

BP7 V2R [ahoshl-k'rahmeen'],
marg. Abel of the vineyards, from
72 g vineyard, id.

Mirme Y2 [abeshr mikholan],
Abel-meholah ; meadow of dancing ;
l'l:?'iﬁ? from 2 ¢ dance.

DR DAY [hoehl mak'gim], Abel-
maim ; meadow of water.

B2 O3 [dhoihl miterakyim],
Abel-Mizraim; marg. mourning of,
others, meadow of the Egyp!r‘ana.

DINTY 12M [eNoen hiib-ch'zel], the
stone Esel; marg. that sheweth the
way ; stone of departure {8.); from

1 1o go away.

- “:?I:“U 138 [eh'ven hazechkheh'-
I=th], the stone of Zohehleth, i. e.
smooth ; ‘:r_'n Chaldee, to shine (3).

TMRT N a0 M [ebven
hah-ngeh'zer], Eben-ezer; stone of
help, from D to Aelp.

M3 [avdhnah’], Abans; .
Amana ; Kethib, probably by permu-
tation of the labials, for M3 Keri.

T3 [aonzhr' ], Abner ; cont. from
TR g



