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PREVACE.
Tre Lectures comprised in this book were not
originally intended for publication : they were
delivered na instruction to a Protestant Educa-
tiomal clags, with & view to giving distinet dog-
matic teaching on the principal strongholds of
the Christian Faith, _

At the request of many who heard them they
are set before the Publie in the present form,
with the hope that those who rewd them may be
led to study the truthe of Christ's religion for
themeelves, and so to be able to give *a reason
of the hope that is in them."

The dangers and doubls of the present day
cannot be met by merely exposing und confront-
ing error. Falsehood must be overthrown by
truth, scepticiem by faith, ignorance by know-
ledge. All the denial of error and all ihe re-
futation of falsehood will not arrive at anything
positive, ab any reul personel cxperience of truth,
Highly us we love and value the word Profes-
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tant, let us see to it that our religion means
something more than mere profesting. The
knowledge of Christ as our own SBaviour will
involve our keeping near Him, and honouring
His word above all things. If we have *won
Chrigt,” we shall live in Him ; if' we keep close
t0 Him, we shall not have the desire Lo siray
from Him,

The object of this little bock will be
thoroughly answered if it leads any to search
and try, what they themselves believe, by the
standard of God’s Word ¢ not s0 mueh secking
into what others held, 8a rcceiving from the
Gospel, i all its pimplicity, n postiive personal
Jaith,
' J. H, B,

Malvern, 1873,




The TWork of God the Oulp
Bole of Fuith.

Teas title given to this eourse of lectures suf-
fimently explaing their pubjeet apd nature,
Their subjeet, the Protostant faith in its integrity
—true faith, as distinguished from unbelief on
the one hand and mishelief on the other—Pro-
testant faith, that which, tself Seriptural and
Apostolical, the faith of Jesus Christ, protests
 aguinst being spoiled through philosophy and
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the
radiments of the world, and not after Christ,”
They are lectures, not discussions, edneation
tather than controversy ; and the object in view
is to bring forward and slate the truth iteelf,
to give reaaons for what we believe, and to state
fondamental doctrines with all the power and
clearness that CGod may vouchsafe to give us,
rether than to assail those who, aa we believe,
do err from the faith.
The first step in lecturing on Faith must be
to establish the Bule of Fgith, and the sukj- °
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of our present lecture fixes this as being the
Word of God and the Word of God only.
Until thia be established, we have no certain
standard, and no ground on which to prove the
other doctrines which are to be brought forward.
Let us, then, calnly and prayerfally consider
why we Protestanta believe the Word of God to
be the only Rule of Faith,

This I shall endeavour to lay before yon
under five pointa :—

I. The Word of God is inepired, and so permits
no doubt.

II. The Word of God is complete, and =0
neither needs nor permits addilions,

IOT. The Word of God is sufficient, and so
needs no homan interpretation.

TIV. The Word of God ie given to all, and so
to be withheld from none.

V. The Word of God is fhe revelabion of Christ,
“in whom are hid off the tressures of wizdom
and knowledge,” apd therefore anything not
included in it must be spurious.

I. Our firet business iz to establish the in-
spiration of the Word of (God, sinca, if once we
accept it as the dictation of the Holy Ghost, it
can admit of no doubt, and we can lawfully
appeal to it in snpport of our other propogitions.

Now we must bear in mind that if the Bible
he not inspired, it is a forgery and a falsehood,
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for it says of itself {2 Tim. ii1. 16), ** All Beripture
ia given by inspiration of Ged.” How, then,
has God treated this book, which professes to
be an inspired revelotion of His will? He has
- providentially protected it in all ages; it is the
only book that has never been lost; preserved
during the captivity, and in all the dangers and
persecutions of the Jewish nation; ecarried
thronghout the known world by their disper-
gion ; now multiplied and cireualated in the most .
marvellons manmer. Wounld God have interfered
for its preservation, and permitted ita multipli-
cation and reception thronghont Christinns of
every race, if it had been the forgery which is
its only slternative from being His own fnspired
Word ?

Apgain, the Lord Jesus Christ, in the New
Testament, testifies that {he Old is what it
professes to be, and therefore inspired. He
uotea passagegr, points out fulfilled prophecy,
recalls commandments, and mentions persons
and facts as realities, in a way which proves the
inspiration of the records t¢ which He refers,

And, still forther, God bas in unoumbered
cases used the written word to bring aoculs out
of darkness into His marvellous light. Hislory,
ancient uwnd modern, and many cases probubly
Eknown to all present, unite in showing how God
has nsed His word for the conversion of souls,
And would He have vsed it thus, had it been



