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PREFACE

HERE are, happily, throughout the world,
many persons of all countries and in every
cime who recognise that it is a religious and
moral obligation to give; and the publication of
The Sacred Tenth has brought to the knowledge
of the Author that, as in past ages, so now, many
earnest people not only approve but practise the
principle of setting aside from their incomes *“ not
less than a tenth for God.”

Some of these have suggested that inasmuch
as the two volumes of 7Zhe Sacred Temth are
not, and cannot be, within the reach of all, it is
very desirable that there should be published apart,
at least those portions thereof which are directly
concerned with Holy Scripture,

Hence the appearance of the following chapters,
to which is added a revised edition of the original
bibliography with additions up to date. That these
Scriptural studies may help many inquirers to
“ perceive and know " what is the mind and will
of God respecting their giving, and that they may
have “grace and power faithfully to perform the
same,” is the prayer and fervent desire of the
Author,

HENRY LANSDELL, D.D.

MorRDEN COLLEGE, BLACKHEATH, S.E.
Whitsuntide, 1908,
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THE TITHE IN SCRIPTURE

CHAPTER 1
CAIN AND ABEL

Offerings to Jehovah, 7.—Cain's sin anciently connected with failure
in tithe-paying, 7.—Bearing of the Septuagint on the rejection

of Cain's offering, 8.—Sacrilices of Neoah, Abram, and Jacob, 11.

HE picture-writings of . Egypt, the cuneiform
tablets of Babylonia, and early writers of
Greece and Rome inform us that before the Bible
was written, and apart therefrom, it was an almost
universal practice among civilised nations for people
to pay tithes to their gods; but none tell us when,
or where, the practice began, or who issued the law
for its observance. '

Our object therefore in this volume is to in-
vestigate what may be learned concerning tithe-
paying from Holy Secripture, and from Jewish
writings of the period between the Old and New
Testaments.

If we begin by inquiring concerning tithe-paying
from the book of Genesis, we naturally turn first to
such passages as tell of the offering of material

7



1 Gen, iv. 37,

8 THE TITHE IN SCRIFTURE

things to Jehovah. We find at least six persons
who made such offerings—namely, Cain and Abel,
Noah, Abram, Isaac, and Jacob; and we proceed
to ask what we learn from them as to patriarchal
or what is called pre-Mosaic tithe-paying.

The rejection of Cain's offering was by very early
Christian writers connected with tithing. Tertullian,’
for instance, in the third century wrote that God
rejected the sacrifice of Cain, because what he
offered hé did not rightly divide ; following herein
a Latin version of Genesis iv. 7, made from the
Septuagint.®* Some perhaps would call this reading
a meaning into the text, rather than drawing one
out''of it: but before we thus judge let us see
what can be said in its favour.

Concerning Cain and Abel, our present Hebrew
text * reads (as literally as I can translate it) thus :

“ And it came to pass at the end of days Cain brought
of the fruif of the ground a present to Jehovah. And
Abél He also brought of the firstlings of his sheep and of
their fat. And Jehovah looked favourably upon Abel and
upon his present; but upon Cain and upon his present

* Clement of Rome alsa (Ef. ad Corinth. n. 4), who lived in the
first century, and Irenzeus, who wrote in the century following (Adw.
Heres, bk, iv. ch. 34), both quote the seventh verse according to
the Septuagint reading. In the fourth century Hilary, Bishop of
Poictiers, explaining Psalm cxviii., maintained that the receiving of
tithes was a natural commandment from the beginning. So, again,
in the twelfth century did Hugo, Abbot of 5t. Victor's, and Peter
Comestor ; whilst, five centuries later, Grotius wrote upon this text
that the sense, according to the Septuagint, was, that Cain either did
not offer the best, or else that he gave a less proportion than the
tenth, “ which,” he continues, *from the most ancient ages was the
proportion due to God.”



