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DEDICATION.

To ROBERT OWEN, Eso.

I pEpicATE this my first production to you, my
dear Father, because I trace the formation of a
great part of my own character, and the origin of
;lgrent part of my own feelings and sentiments to
yourself.

In teaching me to think, you led me to examine
principles, intimately connected- with the best
interests of mankind ; and Ifeel that I have derived
both pleasure and profit from the examination.
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I have seen these principles partially applied to
praclice, and have witnessed the many beneficial
effects which were produced. I have seen their
application counteracted by many opposing cir-
cumstances, whose infloence in rendering the ex-
periment incomplete, had been predicted and ex-
plained by the principles themselves.

And it gives me pleasure to know that you are
about to commence a more perfect experiment,
where practice may uniformly accord with prin-
ciple; because I believe this to be necessary to
prove to the world, that your principles are indeed
founded in fact and in troe religion. )

Bat its success will scarcely create in my own
mind a stronger, conviction than I alfeady entertain,
of the certainty and facility, with which poverty
and vice and misery may be graduaily removed
from the world.

R. D. OWEN.




INTRODUCTION.

TuE system of education which has been in-
troduced at New Lanark, differs essentially
from any that has been adopted in a similar
institution in the United Kingdom, or, pro-
bably, in any other part of the world,

Some particalars regarding it, may, there-
fore, prove interesting, as exhibiting the
results produced on the young mind, by
combinations, many of them new, and almost
all modified by the general principles on
which the system is founded.

It may be necessary to premise, that, the
experiment which has been here instituted
for the purpose of ascertaining the capabili-
ties of the humar mind, at a very early
period of life, cannot, by any means, be
considered as a full and complete, but, on
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the contrary, as merely a partial and imper-
fect one ; and the results thence obtained,
however satisfactory, not as those which a
system of training, rational and consistent
throughout, may be expected to produce,
but only as a proof—an encouraging one, it
is presumed—of what may be effected even
by a distant approximation te it, under the
counteraction of numerous prejudices and
retarding causes.

The difficulties and disadvantages, inci-
dental to an experiment of this nature, will
be most correctly estimated by those, who
may have had an opportunity of witnessing
the introduction of any new system, however
beneficial ; and the pertinacity with which
old established habits and ideas continue to
hold out against apparently self-evident im-
provements,

Such individuals will give to the following
considerations their due weight :

That, as the children lodge with their
parents, and remaio in school during five
hours only, each day, the counteracting
influence of an association with persons who
have not received a similar education, must
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be very great, particularly as those persons,
whether parents, relations, or elder com-
panions, are such as, from their age and
experience, the children generally look up
to with respect, and whose habits and man-
ners they are but too apt to adopt implicitly
as a model for their own.

That the difficnlty was very great in pro-
curing teachers, who, to the requisite fund
of knowledge, general and particular, should
unite all the various qualifications of habits,
and of temper, so essential in a teacher of
youth ; unaccompanied too with any pedant.
ry, which might prevent him from regarding
his pupils in the light of younger friends, or
conversing familiarly with them, and enter-
ing into their ideas, or even sometimes into
their little projects and amusements, or which
might disincline him to be himself, when
necessary, instructed and directed. ’
, That, as the parents in general avail them-
selves of the permission which is granted
them, to send their children into the manu-
factory at ten years of age, the education of
these children, being thus broken off at the

most interesting and important period, ge-
L
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nerally remains incomplete; for, although
the schools are open in the evening for the
instruction of those older children who are
employed in the works, yet many do not
attend regularly, and it is found that those
who do, cannot, after ten hours and a half
of labour, apply in the same manner, or
derive, by any means, the same benefit from
that imstruction, as the day scholars.

* That many of the children, previously to
their admission into the schools, had been
permitted to acquire bad habits and improper
dispositions, an acquisition which is frequent-
ly made, to a great extent, before the little
creatures have reached the age of two years,
and which most parents, under existing cir-
cumstances, have neither the knowledge, nor
the means, to prevent. And lastly,

That several of the arrangements, neces-
sary to the completion of the system, are yet
only in progress, and that many more remain
to be introduced.

New LaNang,
ot 1823,




