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INTRODUCTION.

BY RICHARD D. FATLEXER.

The history of California 1a unigue. Tta perfoda of growth
are distinet epoclie, 1t did not grow out of complex sitnations,
A series of logical events suceseded each other, sppacently .in
natural gequence, notil a typical Btate of the United States was
completely evolved. Tta hiatery since its admission ia equal in
Interest to its romantic past and ita thrilling present.

A study of the hlstnr}' of mich u State con oot fall to Infer-
est, instruet, and inspire ita future citizens

‘The early hlstory of the Biate, belng the n.an'nﬁve of
explorations in which the motive of the explorers is readily
perceived, serves an an admireble introdoetion te the history
of the Upited Sintes, with which it iz closely correlated. Tts
study can thérefore be introduced carly inlo the course of the
vlementary schogls, and if completed, it will be an excellent
preparation for a survey in the secondaty schools of the whoie
history of the American continent.

1t was dithenlt, until Mr, Theodore H, Hittel]l in 1887 com-
pleted his “History of Californin™ in four volumes, to give to
the pupils of the public echools a conception of the history of
the Stute, without great labor on the part of the teacher; but
it was generally recognized by teachers that the completion
of thie work made it possible to do so wilh the minimom of
vrpenke in time and effort. Hot to forther minimize time and
eflort on the part of teachers, and at the same time to give
pupils an opportunity of oequivlng for themeelves direetly
some kuowledge of the history of the Htuxte, the author of the
*History of California” haeg written, with all his charm of style
and historical acenracy, o “Brief History of California™ that can
be rend and comprebended by the pupils of the grammar
grades of the public schools,

In the “Higtory of Californin,” the nistory of the Btate ia dis-
cuseed in twelve subdivisions termed books, the titles of which
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are: Early Voyagea, The Jeguiis, The Franclecans, The Spanish
Governors, The Mexican Governors, The Last Mexican Gov-
ernorg, The Americans, Early Mining Times, Progress of Ban
Francisco, State Growth, Early Btate Administrations, Later
Seate Administrations,

The plan of the “Brief History of Californis™ is substan-
tially that of the “History of California,” end in many cases the
same language is used, 1t coneizts of twelve subdivizions or
books—the titler, however, differing elightly from those of the
larger work. It is to be published in three forms: First, each
asgbdivision or book under ite own title, ax sach, though an
integral part of the whole, 1 somplete within iteelf; second, in
parts, a part conelsting of three of ile subdivisions or books;
third, in a single volume,

It in derigned ne a text-book fur instroction in the history
of the Btate and for supplementory reading.

Tt is believed that provislon can be made for ite ose in
schoola, with but slight revision of Conrees of Btudy, ma It
correlates  closely on the ooe hend with the history of each
pupils neighborhood end oo the other with the “"History of the
TUnitixd States”

It 1a thought thot the time required for instroction in local
and Btate history will be more than offset by the alertness
of mind which it will prodoce in awakening the Interest of
the pupils in their immediate surronndings, and in the past,
present, and future of wot only the section in which they live,
but of the State and of the great country of which it is a part,

It is suggeated that Part I be introduced into the gixth
grade, Part II into the seventh, Part IT into the eighth and
Part IV into the ninth. Bnt this is ooly a suggestion. It ia
expectad that Bourds of Education will exercise their discretion
in its grading. The plun of its publication is intended to give
flexibility to its introduction into the schools

The maps, poriraits, and other [llustrationa of the “Hrief
History of California™ are carefully drawn by Mr. Charles J.
Hittell from the most aotheotie sources, and may be relied
upon a8 correct. It §s the aim that they shall be educative
within themusslves, not only as suggestive of sonrcen of infor-
metion bat alao fram an artistic standpolnt.

Avgnust §, I898,
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