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[MoTE — The sections in this poem taken directly from the
Persian are printed in italics, and present the third chapter of the
Bistin nearly as it stands in the text of Sa’di. The bulk of
‘the poem is original, though some passages imitate the Fersian
manner, Utmost acknowledgments are due to the prose trans
lation of " The Béstdn,” by Capt. H. Wilberforce Clarke, R. E,,
one of the very best and most faithfol ever made from an (riental
classic. ‘Those familiar with Persian literature will be aware of
certain necessary modifications. The accomplished singing-girls
are types from the life.]



PROEME.

SwrET Friends ¢ who love the Music of the Sun,
And listened — plad and graciows — wany an one,
While, on a licht-strang dyre, { sought to felf
Dndian Siddartha's wisdom ¢ and the spell
Of Fayadey's deefp verse; and proud deeds wronght
By Pandu Princes; and how pems are fraught
Witk preanings; and to count cach golden bead
OF Allak’s names of Beawly; and lo vead
High tender lessons Upanithads teach —

W Secref af Death,” and subile soul of speech

In holy QM and fo con — line by Iine —

The lofiy glary aof the ' Lay Divine' —

Arjuna’s speech with Kvishna: —once more come,
And listen to the Vina and the Drum!

Come once more with wie from our sowmbre skies

T kear great Sa'de's tuneful mysteries —

W Nightingale of a theusard lays™ —for Re

N, "mid (e Garden, sing in many a Fey



vill FHEOEMNE,

Rare Persian aivs.  Buf, tell them first, my Song | —
Lest they do thee, and me, and Sa'di wrons —

To come with hearis o gentle thonghts inclined,
Since this iy only for the wise and bind;

And, of itself, our Garden shuls ifs gate

On Rim that's hard, cold, uncompassionale;

Bul opens wwide ity alleys, green and still

Ta Sesame of Love and fair Good-will !

Sekoomer Vaeld ¥ Hadassah" of Perflond;
Fuly 12, 1858,
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Introduction,

Ar Agra we had seen the Citysights,

The Fort, the Mosques, the bhusy hot bazaars ;
Akbar's red bulwarks, — shutting treasures in
With league-long ramp of sandstone, — Hathi Pul,
The Bathing-House of Mirrors, Ghuznee's Gates,
Diwan-i-Khas, Diwan-i-Am, the Court

Of Jasmine, Machi Bhawun, and that gem

Of holy places named the * Honse of Pearl ™ —
Moti-Musjid, where Archangels might pray

And miss no grace of Heaven, no purity !.—
Under the zigzagped cream and rosy roof

Of Jahindra's Mosque our unshod feet
1



