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PREFACE.

HE following account of “The Origin and Progress of Australian Settlermnent”
was published as & Centennial Supplement to the Sydney Morning Herald, on
January 24ih, 1888. The issue met with such gemeral approbation and acceptance
that the proprietors of the Herald have been induced to publish, in permanent
form, this statement of the progress and view of the national conditions of Australia.
The ohjects for doing so are to furnish the coming generation with information about
their country, which it might be difficnlt for them to procure for themselves, and to
supply visitors to Australis with facts regarding it, which they are so often at a
loss to know how to aequire, Wrong imprewsions have been often carried away
by distinguished men.whose means of obtaining information were limited, and
oceasionally to the detriment of the country, This record is, therefore, placed at
the disposal of the public in convenient form, with the hope that it nay be of
general and lasting use.

In the pages following “The Centennial Supplement” are reprinted
the Heruld’s reports of the principal events in conmection with the celebration of
the Centennial Year of Australian settlement.
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The Sydney Morning Herald.

THE ORIGIN AND PROGRESS
AUSTRALIAN SETTLEMENT

SCOPE OF THE CENTENNIAL SUPPLEMENT.

{Sydney Morning Herald Leader, January 24, 1835.)

Wa publish to-day, in our Centsnnisl nnl.ml & re-
of

and the devels

donbtedly favoured (he ocoupation of the soustry; bulem
the other band the dryness of the climate and the scarcity

&

in periodical ‘elro-
wpect is & habit of civilissd human naturs. Lt is followed
nations. WQ]““ wit-

of wat have been sodroes of peril. But we have
had s hardy race of explorers, whom neither danger conld
daunt nor hardsbip bade, snd the explorers have beem well
followed up by men of practioal enterprise.

1n like manner we may point te Anstralian politieal his-
tory. At is dificult for us pow toform s vivid conceprion
of Lho sinte of things that prevailed in the days of abso-
late Crown Government, The publication of seme docu-
matite lately has recalled attention to the disputs between
Govarnor Bligh and the military party. [t is hard in these
hrnhhmuthwnﬂimdﬂ-mnﬂlﬁmh'mm

records of--the serly times were published, they would
contaln meny thrilling narratives of adventurs axd condict.
The remarkable frsedow of the Austrulisn plaine and
forests from beasts of prey formidable to man hes on-

luti ¥ ki were possible. But we can
m!hmhﬂmd-hudmmnd-dmn
for fi in the parsi stroggles which pre-
wdd-nhwvemyhthemat reform. The
mmm:m premsure  in  those  times

h by an elasticity of wpirit which
mlel fot bo wappressed. Had the colomy besn
founded by men of & feabler mca there would neither have
bean tha reclamation of the territory nor the gradoal pro-
gress upwards from the personal rule of & Crown colony to
tho establishment of the free institutions under which we
new live. It was wall for the wtruggling settiement, and
well for the interests of the Empire, thst the Imperial
suthoritios, teught by the sharp lossons of the American
ocnfiict, adopted a policy of conoessfon,  Haed ancther
pelicy provailed, we may take it for granted that
the fint cectenniom of the colony's foundation would
bave clossd amidst clreumstances widsly differemt from
thoss we see around s now,

In the development of cur material Interests genemlly
we have had to fight against dificoltics particularly our
own. Thers is lintde doubt that the choics of Australia by
the lmperial authoritiea for the original purposes of the
first seitioment was partly determined by the length of tha
voysge. We can well imagine that this wes comsidersd o




