REPRESENTATIVE
MEN.
SEVEN LECTURES



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649233274

Representative men. Seven lectures by Ralph Waldo Emerson

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



RALPH WALDO EMERSON

REPRESENTATIVE
MEN.
SEVEN LECTURES

ﬁTrieste









:11' : by
.t Lf_.-ﬁ- """F"r-

memtaﬁﬁ# Men
F
Ralph WMalde Emerson




REPRESENTATIVE MEN

SEVEN LECTURES

Ly

RALPH WALDO EMERSON

NEW YORE: 08 EAsT 1471 STHERT
THOMAS Y. CROWELL & COMPANRY
HOGTTHN ! 10 P'YRCIATE STREET



I,

IV,

Y.

VI.

VII.

CONTENTS.

Uses oF GREAT MEN N . . .
Prato; or, THE PHILOSDFHER " .
Framo: New Ruapivas . ; 3 .
SWEDENBORG ¢ OR, THE Mysric = :
MONTAIGNE ; OR, THE SKEPFTIC H =
SIIAKSPEARE ] OR, THL POET . . .
NAPOLEON ; OR, THE MaY 0F THE WoRLD,

GOETHE ; oOR, THE WkiTEE . i

(5}

67

7

12L

I53

i3

2110



USES OF GREAT MEN

i5)






I

USES OF GREAT MEN.

IT is natural to belicve in great men,  If the com-
panions of our childhood should turn ocut to be
heroes, and thelr conditlon regal, it would not sur-
prise us.  All mythology opens with demigods, and
the circumstance is high and poetic; that is, their
genius is paramount.  In the legends of the Gautama,
the first men ate the earth, and found it deliciously
sweet, .

Nature seems to exist for the excellent. The
world is upheld by the veracity of good men: they
make the earth wholesome. They who lived with
them found life glad and nutritious.  Life is swest
and tolerable only in our belief in such society; and
actually or ideally we manage to live with superiors.
We call our children and our lands by thelr names,
Their names are weought into the verbs of language,
their works and effigies are in cur houses, and every
circumstance of the day recalls an anecdote of them.

The search after the great is the dream of youth
and the most serious occupation of manhood. We
travel into foreign parts to find his works — if possi-
ble, to get 2 glimpse of him. But we are put off
with fortune instead. You say the English are prac-
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