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4 INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

soners, deem it incambent upon them to
make public the following statement:—

In the vear 1813, in consequence of the
representations of several individuals of the
Society of Friends, Mrs. Joseph Fry first
visited the Prison of Newgate.

In two wards and twe cells, comprising
ubout 190 superficial square yards, 300 fe-
males were at that time confined-—those who
had not been tried, and who are, therefore,
by our laws presumed innocent,—thosze who
had been convicted, whatever might have
been the magnitude of their offence (even
though they had received sentence of death)
were associated together without distinetion
or classification ; awd sew their fiiends, took
charge of their children, cooked, washed, ate,
drank, and slept within this limited space.

It is not possible, neither would it be de-
sirable, accurately to represent the conse-
quences which ensued ; the atmosphere of
the rooms, the ferocious manners and expres-
sions of the women toward each other, and






6 INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

became cenfirmed, and the industrious were
soon contaminated ; there was nothing good
appointed to be done, and the mind there-
fore turned naturally to that which was bad:
many who entered Newgate comparatively
innocent, left it depraved and profligate, and
whilst society, in theory, appeared fo be
punishing individnals for past offences, they
were in fact not only providing leisure and
opportunity to learn, but even masters to
teach, the mode of committing more exten-
sive and injurious erimes.

As at that period there was not any hope
of procuring proper employment for the wo-
men, the exertions were originally confined
to about thirty children, who, surrounded by
every thing that eonld contaminate the mind
and destroy the morals, appeared at the same
time to suffer greatly in bodily health from
the pestilential state of the atmosphere, and
the want of proper tood, clothing, and exer-
vise.
A few of these Childven had been com-
mitted for offences, but the greatei part were
under seven years of age, and according to
the rules of the prison admitted to be with






