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Thie little Work is intended as a Hand-book for the
Governess, Tt contains practical remarks on the fraining of
children, pointing out fanlts to be avoided, and plans which
may be pureued with adventage. 8ketches are also given
of the best methods to be adopted in teaching the various
subjects that ocoupy our Schodl reom hours.
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OUR NURSERIES AKD SCHOOL ROOMS.

CHAPTER I--INTRODUOTORY.
EDUCATION.

“I know him, that he will command his children and his
household after him, and they shall keop the way of the Lord,
to do justice and judgment.*—Gen, xviii, 19

* Thers 18 no moral influenea in the world, except that occa-
mionally exerted by groat men, comparable to that of a good
teacher, Thers is no pomition in which a man's merits, con-
gidered as moral levers, have s0 much purchass. The question
of aducation is, therefore, cme in which Christisns ars bound
to interest themselyes.”

TrE term education is used to express all that is done
to fit & man for the sphere in life which he is to fill.
Its meaning is sometimes, though wrongly, restricted
to instruction merely, but it is also occasionally used
in a ]:a.rger sense to express the effect produced on us
by the various influences brought to bear on us through
our whole life. In the following pages the word will
be used in ite largest sense, though our observations
will be restricted to childhood sod youth, A Christian
cannot look upon education as merely a preparation for
this lifa; he will ever bear in mind that the creature
he is training is immortal, that he has a spiritual as
well as earthly existence, and is responsible, even in .
childhood, to God as well as to his guardians, whils
in 8 few years' time the allogiance owed vy ‘wan e
B
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these, ought to be merged in submiseion to God. The
Christian teacher will act in training those committed
to his charge as one who will have to “give an account”
of his influence on immortal souls, It is to help the
conscientious teacher or parent that the following pages
have been written. Those who feel their responsibility
the most deeply are aware of the need there is for our
helping each other by imparting the results of thought
and experience in the matter, Many serious mistakes
are made in the training of children, even by those
who are most anxious to do their work well. These
mistakes not unfrequently arise from ignorance of the
constitution of the mind of man, end particularly of
that of children, Wo should also be glad if we might
rouse to a careful study of the subject, those who,
being called upon to teach, have never given the matter
any consideration ; and we would seck to impress on
young parents and teachers a sense of their responsi-
bility, and give them some iden of the very serious
congequences of carelessness or mistakes in the training -
of children.

Education inecludes teaching and fraining; and in
order that we, who are teachers, may understand our
work, we must remember that the subject we have to
sct upon 18 delicately formed ; a rude touch is sure to
injure it: it ie also of & porplicated malke, and each
part of the structure has to he considered. We bave to
act upon the heart, or seat of the affections; upon the
mind, or intelligence; and upen the body. Human
nature includes these elements, and one of them cannot
be neglected without injury to the rest. In imjuring
one part you injure the wahole man, If you negleet &
child’s body, his affections snd his intelligence will
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suffer; if you meglect the training of his heart, his
mind will certainly suffer, and probably his bodily
health also ; and the same iz the case with regard to
his mind. The mind slso contains many faculties,
each one of which ought to be carefully trained, for
each has its appointed sphere of work in life. The
Will, which is, in some sense, the governing faculty of
the mind, is to be teught to submif to God's will, and
to keep all the other powers of the mind in subjection
to itself. The Will is only in embryo, as it were, in
the child, but it exists, and is sure in time to develope
itself for weal or for woe. The conscience is another
faculty which time will develope, delicate and easily
injured, but when in health an incaleulable blessing to
, the man, enabling him fo discern the nicest shades of
.right and wrong: the judgment, tpo, whose false or
true decisions may determine the heppiness or misery
not only of the individual, but of thousands who may
fall under his influence. The child has also faculties
which, in the man, will be known as the Imagination
and power of Invention, the creative faculties, we may
¢all them, which so pre-eminently raise the man above
the animal. Their power for good or evil can hardly
be over-rated. The imagination of the poet, orator, or
great writer, has changed the line of thought of whole-
generations, as the invemtions of the practical man
have changed their manner of life. We must not
omit the Memory, which, filled with love, truth, and
useful knowledge, becomes the store-house from which
the man may constantly draw for his own benefit and
that of others.
All these noble and complicated powers are the work
of the Creator, and it is as such that the Teacher should
22



