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THE FEMALE TEACHER.

LETTER L
PERSONAL PIETY NECESSARY IN A TEACHER.

My peaR Youxe Frizwps,

Let me distinctly etate, that the object
I have in view in these letters, is not to Iny before
you any definita theory or system, either of Edu-
cation or of Theclogy. It would be wholly cut of
place were [ to do so. The ministers of God are
your proper theological teachers; and men who
have made education the bumness of their lives, are
the best expositora of educational systema. My
object 8 rather to supplement what you hear
from the pulpit or the desk, by sach homely and
familinr remarks, upon the peculiar duties of female
teachers, as cannot be entered upon by the minister
or the lecturer.

Thus, the guestion how far personsl piety is
necessary in a teacher, may seem one sbove and
beyond my provinee. At the same time, i¢ is im-
possible for any one to leave it cut who has the
opportunity of acquiring an iofluence over your
minds, That which must form the whole basis of
vour usefulness as teachers, must alse be the basis
of mine, Nay, rather, my only doubt might hawe
been, whether, just becanse personal religion is to

i



2 FEESONAL PIETY

be the groundwork of sll my addresses to you, it is
not nesdless to make it the sobject of any separate
address, At all events, let it not be understood by
my doing so, that I have any leaning to the objeet
so aimed &t by the inglorious minority of the edu-
cationists of the present day,—namely, the separation
of religious from secular instroction.

With this explanation, I ehall dwell at length, in
my first letter, upon that which 1 shall incidentally
refer {0 in every succeeding letter,—vir., the neces-
sity of personal religion in a teacher,

The necessity of it for your own salvation, I shall
not dwell opon. It i= the office of those who are
 ambassadora for Christ " in the work of the minis-
try, to “ beseech you to be reconciled to God.”

I shall confine myself to the question, which some
of you may be inclined to ask, Why i it peculiarly
necessary for us, as feachers, to be pious? Isif not
a8 necessary for any other class of young women
whom you address?

Certainly, it is quite as necessary for themselves ;
but you have not your own souls only, but the souls
of many others, put directly vnder your charge by
God ; and if you have never inquired, and do not
understand exactly, how matters stand between
your own soul and your Gtod, how can you attempt
to guide others to cone to a conclosion on this point 1

It was once said to me by a teacher, “I do not
pretend to be serious ; I heve no fear of not being
steady and respectable, and that is emough. Al-
though 1 am & schoolmistress, why should T be
stricter about relizgion then other yonng women?
At any rats, I make no profession of being so.” 1



WECBBEARY TH A TEACHER. ]

answer now to any such remark as I did then,—that
in sesuming the office of a teacher, you do pretend
that you are serious ; you do make s profession of
being pious ; and if you are not s in your heart, you
nre inconsistent and dishiones! in assuming that office.

Yon do so under false coloars. As our Scottish
schools are—God be thanked—pre-eminently BIBLE
scHOOLS, we axpect & teacher of the Bible to be a
lover of the Bible, and one who walks by its rule.

The quesiion, then, that I am going to press upon
you st present is this,—Do you feel that the element-
ary trutha of the Goapel, which yon teach your achol-
ars as & necessary part of their school routine, are
necessary for yourself? Or, are you living careless
and indifferent to the very same truths which you
tell your scholars are of the first importance to them
I am not supposing that this careless living is im-
merel living,—I would fain sappose thet this could
never be the case with any of you ;—but I mean the
careless living of not being interested, in your heart
and lifs, with those troths which ocoupy your head
or tongoe while yon are teaching.

For instance, while teaching the doctrine of the
entire corruption of the natural heart, do you know,
by observation and self-exmmination, that ount of
youwr heart proceed thoughta that sin against God
and man every day of your life? Again, when
you are teaching that nothing but Christ's sacrifice
of Himeelf for sin could atone to God for this hein-
ous corruption; do yon never feel it necessary your-
gelf to apply to that sserifice? Or, do you rather
trust, in & vague way, to God's mercy, oot to par-
don,~—for you do not really think you have much



4 PERBONAL PIETY:

need of pardon,—but to overlock your sind ¥ Again,
when you are teaching, that no strengih but that
supplied by the Spirit of Ged can avail to keep
down sin, and make your heart clean and pure
within, if you think that by a little more pains-
taking, (were you ence to settle down to give it,) you
could make yourself & good deal better, you net
contrary to what you teach.

Do you thiok that it is only children and unin-
formed minds that need to have their attention
directed to these first principles of the dootrine of
Cbrist ; but that, as for you, yon learnt all these
troths long ago, and have no need of them now;
and think of them omly as bygone studies of your
youth, necessary for you to have learned once for
all, but no longer applicable to yon?

There is not onae of us wise encugh to do withont
the wisdom of God ; therefore hear what inspired
wisdom enforces with solemn sounds: * Thou there-
fore twhich feachest another, teachest thou nol (hy-
self' " Let us glance over the whole passage, (which
you will flnd in Bomans ii. 16.) It opens with the
most solemn adjuration and appeal: “In the day
when God shall judge the secrets of men. Behold,
thou art called ™ one of God's pecple, “ and makest
thy bosst of God, and koowest Hiz will, and ap-
provest the things thai are more excellent, being
instructed out of the law ;" (how descriptive of a
well-informed teacher[) “‘and wsrt confident that
thou thyself art & guide of the blind, & Jight of them
which are in darkness, an instroctor of the foolish,
a teacher of babes,” (how descriptive of the different
characters in a large school ) * which hast the form




