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MESSRS. COLE AND COX

POLICE OFFICEES

GENTLEMER—In the volume now in your bands, the
anthors have touched upon the ungly devil of crime, with
which it is your glory to have contended. It were a wiuste
of ink to do 40 in 8 serious spirit. Lot us dedicate our horror
to acts of p mare mingled strain, where crime preserves some
features of nobility, and whoere reason and humanity can atill
relish the temptation. Horror, in this case, 13 due to Mr.
Parnell: he sits bofore posterity silent, Mr. Foster’s appeal
echoing down the ages. Horvor 18 due to ourselves, in that
we have so long coquetted with politieal erime; not serionsly
weighing, not acutely following it from cause to conzequence;
but with a generous, unfounded heat of zentimént, like the
schoolboy with the penny tale, applanding what was specious,
When it touched ourselves (truly in a vile shape) wo proved
false to these imaginations; discovered, in a clap, that crime
was no lesa eruel and oo less ngly under sounding numes: and
recoiled from our falze deities.

But seriousness comes most in place when we are to apeak
of our dafenders. Whoever be in the right in this great and
confused war of politics; whatever elements of greed, what-
ever trails of the bully, dishonor both parties in this inhuman
contest;—your side, your part, is at least pure of doubt.
Yours is the side of the child, of the breeding woman, of in-
dividual pity and public trust. If our society were the mere
kingdom of the devil {as indeed it wears some of its colors)
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it yet embraces many precious elements and many innocent
persons whom it is a glory to defend. Courage and deve-
tion, so common in the ranks of the police, so little recog-
nired, so meagerly rewarded, have at length found their
commemoration in an historical act. History, which will
represent Mr, Parnell sitting silent under the appeal of Mr.
Foster, and Gordon settiug forth upon hig tragic enterprise,
will not forget Mr. Cole carrying the dynamite in his de-
fenseless hands, nor Mr. Cox coming coolly to his aid.

Ropert Louls STEVENSON.

FAXNY VAN DE (GRIFT STEVENSON.

A NOTE FOR THE READER

It iz within the bounds of possibility that you may take
np this volume, and yet be unacquainted with its predeces.
gor; the first series of New Awapiay Nigurs. The loss is
yours—and mine; or to be more exact, my publisher’'s. Buf
if you are thus unlucky, the Jeast | can do is io pass you a
hint. When you shall find & reference in the following pages
to one Theophilus (odall of the Bohemian Cigar Divan in
Rupert Street, S8oho, you must be prepared to recognize, un-
der his features, no less a person than Prince Florizel of Be-
hemia, formerly one of the magnates of Euorope, now de-
throned, exiled, impoverished, and embarked in the tobacco
trade.

R. L. 8.



