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£ prece does nat g as far
of, Faidhful fo Shakespeare,
a5 far as-if gees,  Flhe object songdid has been the consiruction
af an aeling copy, SHHSE for e see of Padinp R,
T wdich the pasition of chicl preminence i assipreed fo the
characier of SAVIRCE. E Merelani af Veiee "— aside
P some arpecls of e Lrecttment of the Jew—is pure
comedy ; amd, witen giien enlive, it sfowld be acted by w
company of excellfent comedians,  The part of Shylock world
maturally fall fo the riaracter ! aofor in Swch a company ;
Bt 1 would nwof Zrgely opershofoi 6 rﬁmfmr{fpu parfi—
suppasing every porfion of fhe picce fo recefve competent and
careful freatment,  When, ou fthe other hand, this play i
acted chicly for the purpose of ifustrating Shyfnk, @ fudi-
clous compression gf the seemes 15 found wot endy expedient
it highly desirable.  Sweh @ cowpression — awith thi
vien, and for (A5 reason —hay been affempled heve. Tt
will be frund, though, that the story, while teld with drevity,
Aas nol been fmpatved in substanee.  The dneidents of the
dond and the cashets ave duly displared, and the poet's great
sRifl in combining them s switably exhibited.  Thir version
5 in four acts, and § can be representsd i twe hewrs and a
guarier,

¥ The Merchant of Venice™ is mentioned &y Meres [1598],
and @ was frst pubiished in 1600, The sources fo which of
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is thought that Shakespeare resoried for the main incidents
gf ity plod are: w collection of lales called VR Pecorone,”
wwritten by Ser Giovanni, a mofary of Fiorence, about 1378,
and first pudlivhed in ro8f, af Milen ; and the popular
collection of storics callad the “Gresta Romanoram”  The
Ballad of Gernutus, which embodies the inciaent of the bond,
—and which way -Fe found in Feroy's “Religues," and in
severad modern collections of old poctry — was afso, probably,
extant in Shakespeare's day, and kuewn fo Rim. It is
confectured, foo, hat an eariier play, mendioned dy Slephen
Gosson [2570] as “shewn at the Bl and as © vepresenting
Phe presdyness of worldly choosers, and the Movdy minds of
winrers,” may Aave dealt with seme of fhe efd maderials
which served Shabeipeare for Rir comedv.  The savape,
relentless Fewr 5 ome of the mori ancient persons af fiction.
“The story of the caskefs says Downden, “is firs? found
i the medival Greek romance of ' Barivam and Tosaphul]
&y Soannes Damascenns fabout Foo) o in auother form of is
ld by the English pocd (rower, and #he fafian nevelfist
Boreaccis"  These matters are solely or chicfly inderesting as
dending do direct study wpern the swonderfod genins witk wihick
Shakespeare trangfpured all thai fe onched.  His oripinality
& wol Fhat of Mhe maker of Brrmes and bolid focks, but that of
the yhuper and inferpreler. VA She manggesent of the plot”
says Fallam, fwkich i sufficiently compéex withoun! the slighiesd
confusion or incoference, £ do nof concefve Fhat i fas been
. surpassed in the annglt of any Mearre” 5 The wnion of the
fwe acfions In oome evend” says Dr Selnson, “iv, in fhis
drame, eminently happy,  Dryden was minck pleased with
AEs 0T aOEress in connecting the frg plots of Riv ‘Spanish
Friar) qlich yed, T befteve, the critic will find excelled by
this play.”

The supremacy of Shakespeare as the poct of nature iy
couspiconsly seen i amy comperizon between U The AMer-
chant of Venice" and ifs populpr predecessor on the old
London stape, ¥ The Rich Jew of Muaita” by Christopher
Marlowe [1504). Fhe Jew in Mavineds piece, a ther-
oughly diabolical character, was acled §y Alleyne, the
Jounder gf Dulwwich Collsge — still standing, with his tomé
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in the middle of ffy hall of paintingi—on the Surrey
side of the Thames. An alferation of “ The Merchant of
Fentee" made by Lovd Fonsdowne, and first acled of
Lincoln's fan Ficlds, was pubfiched in ror ;) and this held
the shage Bl rpgr, when Macklin effecied his restorafion of
Shylock.  Lord Lonsdownes picce deptns mwith a pre-
lague, in which the ghosis of Shakespeare and Dryden rise,
crownet Witk fowrel »oand i second agd comdaing o musieal
masgue, calied Pelews and Thetis. A banguet scene is also
infrodiuced, i whick the Jew, sealed at o separafe falle,
drinks fo Ais Money a5 My Only Mistress.  Shvfock, which
in thad persion was acfed &y Themas Dogpeld |—— zyar’i*
wirs made @ epmie charaeler, and weve @ wed qdp. Macklin's
pread performance reinstaied the part a5 ene of lragical
ronceplion, and kad fhe offect of Aauishing Lansdomme's
distortion forever from the siage,  John Bhilip Kemble made
an acing cofy aof Y The Merchant of FVenice in 17gy,
The oviginal represerfative of Shypleck oy Brerduge—
terfee dressed 1 ofmoa red wig amt @ false woses Shyloeck
has been preafly acted by Hewdersen, Georpe Frederick
. Cooke, Edmund Kean, and Sunins Frwtns Hooth,  OF
Kean fn Shylock—Ju welich pard, a? Druerv Lane, Fe
megde Ris gt preqd ARt [Sanwgry 206k, rdrg), Denglas
Servold nsed fo say thar fz impressed Ky oandience ke a
chapter of Gensnis" © Fhe ofder Footh's Shydecd" says Gondd,
“awas fhe representalive Hebrew” “a Brpe of Hhe relivion of
the lnw” and fustingl with ke mipht of a peaple wiom
neither dime, nov scorn, wor political eppression conld subdie”
Bogumid Duseison, an Mhe Germgn sinpe, was fameus as
e Feqr & aned Fhe Skpdock af Sawes TV Moadlfack, dhetoise,
15 spemprable among e mosi affecting personations that have
graced the stage i this combury,
W W

Neawr- ¥ork, Octoder goth, r&78,
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o Bhe wirr 2 of fife and Bgphd
That reen -3 af sk,
At roge, where'sr [ durned mine e,
The morning-siar of mengry,” — BYROXN,
" Seet pain of love, Mnd Hoa with felters feel
The heart? thatl me the dro of Rope mast pine."—GOETHE,

O hapty Aowrd and Sappder hoors
Azt theme,  Mary g morey face
Salietes thete, —nnalfens of the place,
Fhat pedt us vn fhe porck witd frwers,"— TENRTSON,

N then o om nwdtk me F
The wmuos & ér'??.&:. Hie toe #5 ol
Awd okmow weld e ocsan patfs Y% O°
Thom wil go ont willA wme FU—BOUTHEY.

' TR hunied fox, the faytured wibid-cal, lvda i yong e the derdised and
perrecuted race of Abrafam fove Beir ckilfres ™ 5 % [Hiken the day
comter, and £ ark vty oo, Bies whal deae T Juf dommaed Fow, and the curse

of Lot on your frife.” — B00TT,
v He hatt hds oarmousr on—
I orme A5 swend, s&fefd, Aeimy I B emmciore
Ji-.f;}',jd_,l", et iy hearl, gnd Redrd's .&&mf, ol
7 thus sncowmpass Awm YT ¥
Liach for fke ather dha,
Awd fn rhar azher e B odearer solf”
Bacarw -—1a ¢ Bamow awiy PyTrHIAS.

Vb o M fast lem Bhomerand croiems
They ofered A 1o sawer
Gernntas said, ' £ will mo pold,

Ay forreir F sl Rase)'
THER BALLAD OF GRERNUTUL.

"iRentla deed

Makes geatle Neld"”
0Ly SCOTTIEH PROVERE.

** A ugriish {5 come upoe wae, decuze mov fife i yed wukols dnt ane.
1 e saeve bhed he could ned Foe after Sal be oas fellen,'— [L SAMUEL,
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