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PREFACE

Tue aim of this book is to present a general view of
mental process and mental development which shall be
comprehensive and yet not vague and sketchy. I have
attempted to omit all matter which can be omitted without
interfering with my main purpose. Thus I have passed
by all questions of detail connected with the Psychology
of the Special Senses. My endeavour has been to present
only what is essential to insight into the constitution of
our mental life as a whole.

The work is a2 new one. [t is not an abridgment of
my Manual of Psychology. Even where the matter pre-
sented is substantially the same, the mode of presentation
iz different. The two books have no more in common
than is incvitable in works on the same subject by the
same person. In some respects the Groundiwork is in my
own opinion an improvement on the Mannal, because,
since the Manwal was written, my own views on certain
questions have become more clear and precise.  One dis-
tinctive feature of the present work is the free use which
it makes of material derived from obscrvation of young
children.



iv PREFACE

I am indebted to Mr. A. F. Shand for a valuable chap-
ter on the Psychology of the Tender Emoctions. T am
also indebted to him for many useful suggestions mainly
gathered from manuscript notes which he kindly commu-
nicated to me.

My best thanks are also due to Mr. Boyce Gibson and
Mr. H. Sturt for their kindness in looking over proofs
and in offering valuable suggestions and criticisms. The
index is the work of my brother, Mr. J. F. Stout,

G. F STOUT.

TosE 14, 1905
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