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There are no days like ihe good old davs—
The days when we were vouthiol ;
When humankind was pure of mind,
And speech amd deeds were truthiul.
—Eugene Freld.

Flanigan-Pearson Co., Moblishers
Champaign, 111
1918
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TO THE MEMORY OF
THAT DEVOTED BAND OF ILLINOISANS,
WHO TN THE FIFTIES,

UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN,
STEADFASTLY QOPPOSED THE FURTHER EXTENSION
OF HUMAN SLAVERY,

THIS VOLUME I5 DEDICATED
BY THE AUTHOR.



Therc were Glanis in Those .Duy'as.



FOREWORD

One hundred years ago Illinois hecame a State and
beran making history, In that history no period
15 of more interest and importance than the Fifties,
whieh in the fullest sense was a decade of devel-
opment, During that decade in wealth and population
the State advaneed from eleventh to fourth place among
her sister commonwealths., Meantime railway eonsirue.
tion inereased more ihan tenfold and finally ithe total
milegre 1n operation in Illineis was exceeded by Oloo
alone. Tu 1B60 the Prairie State distanced all rivals
in the production of corn, wheat and oats

But beyond and above all this in that remarkable
deeade Ilineis beeame the arcna upon which was staged
one of the world’s great forensie contests—the Lineoln-
Douglas debate of 1858,

In this volume the author has endeavored to describe
things, people and conditions as he saw and knew them
in the Fifties.

Cranraroy, Iumvors, 1918, C.B. J.






