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Preface to the Nineteenth Edition

HIS work aims to give the principal facts of the

machinery of our State Government. The desire
has been to be comprehensive, reliable and brief.
Sinee its first publication in 1892 it has been revised
whenever important changes have been made either in
the laws or in the Constitution. The present edition,
the mineteenth, includes changes made up to August,
1521.

In the work of revision great care has been taken
to have all statements in harmony with the facts at
this date, but the publishers will be grateful {o have
pointed out to them any errors which may have crept
into the text.

It is recommended that all copies of former edi-
tions now in use be replaced by the present edition,
as many statements found in the previons editions are
necessarily incorrect at this time and it is important
that all texts of this charaeter in use be as authorita-
tive as possible.

The Herrick Book and Stationery Co.
Publishers

Denver, 1921.



CHAPTER 1.

THE STATE OF COLORADO.

Boundaries.—The State of Colorado includes the
territory lying between the thirty-seventh and forty-
first parallels of north latitude, and the twenty-fifth
and thirty-second degrees of longitude west from
Washington. Longitude is not now reckoned from
Washington and meridians 102 and 109 west from
Greenwich are usually given as the east and west
boundaries of Colorade. The marked boundary lines
are some miles west of these meridians.

Acquisition,—This territory was acquired by the
United States in three parcels. The north-eastern
portion was a part of the Louisiana purchase from
France in 1803. At that time its limits were not exactly
defined. By the treaty of 1819 with Spain, the
boundary between the United States and the Spanish
possessions was described as “‘following the course of
the southern bank of the Arkansas to its source————,
from the said source due south or north, as the
case may be, till it meets the said parallel of latitude,
420" This defines the portion of Colorado acquired
from France as that part lying north of the Arkansas
River and east of that river and the meridian of its
source.

When Texas was admitted into the Union in 1845,
her territory was described as follows:—'‘All the
land lying east of the Rio Grande and embraced with-
in the limits of the Rio Grande on the west and south
and the boundary between the United States and Spaip
under the Florida treaty of 1819, on the east.”

In 1850 Texas sold to the United States all her
territory outside her present limits. This included that
portion of Colorado which is bounded on the north and
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east by the Arkansas River and on the south-west by

the Rio Grande. The north-western boundary of this
portion was not defined.

The rest of the State was included in the Mexican
cession of 1848.

History of French cession.—The part of Colorade
acquired from France remained a part of the Territory
of Louisiana until 1812, TUpon the admission of the
State of Louisiana in that year, the remainder of the
Louisiana purchase received the name of Missouri Ter-
ritory. After the admission of the State of Missouri
in 1821, what remained of the territory was still for
many years known as Missouri. That part of the
French cession now ineluded in Colorado became parts
of the territories of Kansas and Nebraska upon their
organization in 1854,

History of Texan and Mexican cessions.—That part
of Colorado west of the ‘“summit of the Rocky Moun-
tains’’ was included in the territory of Utah, organized
in 1850. The rest of the Texan and Mexican cessions
became parts of New Mexico and Kansas, organized
respectively in 1850 and 1854.*

Territory organized.—After the increase of popu-
lation following the gold excitement of 1858-9, meas-
ures were taken resulting in 1861 in the organization
of the Territory of Colorado, with the boundaries of the
present State.

Enabling act.—The act of Congress enabling Colo-

*Nebraska included that part of Colorado east of the summit
of the Rocky Mountains and north of parallel forty.

The boundary of Kansas followed the 27th parallel west to
the 103d meridian west from Greenwich; thence north to lati-
tude 38; thence west to the "summit of the Rocky Mountains';
thence north on sald summit to paralle] 40; thence east, sto.

The boundary of New Mexlco followed the 103d meridiar
west from Greenwich north to parallel 33; thence west on that
parallel to the summit of the Sierra Madre; thence south wlith
the crest of sald mountains to the 3Tth parallel.
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rado to become a State received the approval of Presi-
dent Grant on March 3, 1875,

Constitutional convention.—The convention to form
a state constitution met 1n Denver, December 20, 1875,
and adopted a constitution March 14, 1876.

Adoption of Constitution by the people.—The Con-
stitution was adopted by the people at an election held
July 1, 1876.

Final admission.—The proclamation of President
Grant, announcing the final admission of Colorado as a
State, is dated August 1, 1876.

National officers.—As a state, Colorado became
entitled to two United States Senators, one Repre-
sentative in Congress and three Presidential Electors.
The number of representatives in Congress has been
increased after each United States census. In the ap-
portionment of representatives made by Congress
after the census of 1910 Colorado became entitled to
four congressmen., The General Assembly divides the
State into congressional distriets, in eacli of which a
congressman is elected every two years.

United States senaters are eleeted by popular vote,
and serve six years. The terms of our present senators
will expire one in 1924 and the other in 1926.

*The Congresslonal Dlstricta are as follows:
First district, the City and County of Denver;

Second District, Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Cherenne, Clear Creek,
Douglas, Elbert, Gilpin, Jefferson, Kit Carson, Larimer, Lineoln, Logan,
Morgan, Phillips, Sedgwick, Washington, Weld and Yuma.

Third diastriet, Alamosa, Baca, Bent, Conejos, Costilla, Crowley, Custer,
El Paso, Fremont, Huerfano, Kiowa, Laz Animas, Mineral, Otero, Prowers,
FPueblo, Rio Grande, Saguache and Telier.

Fourth district, Archuleta, Chaffee, Delta, Dolores, Eagle, Garfield,
Grand, Gunnizon, Hinsdale, Jackson, Lake, La Plata, Mesa, Moffat,
Montezuma, Montrose, QOuray, Park, Pitkin, Rio Blanco, Routt, Ban Juan,
San Miguel and Summit.



