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INTRODUCTION

OxE of the most diffieult portions of the entire elementary school
currieulum to teach is thal part of geography dealing with the
broadest facts sbout the earth as a whole, ie, the continents,
oceans, climate, leading surface features, efe. 'This is usually
taught to children between eight and eleven years of age; and
sinee the main object is merely to give the general setting of the
more detailed geographieal facts soon to follow, the treatment of
these topics is always in danger of being so brief as to be abstract,
dry, and even stultifying to children.

The two books of Jane Andrews, howaver, “Seven Lictle Sisters”
and “Each and All” have shown the possibilities in this fleld
when a master hand works it. Their two most striking merits
are, first, that they do not deal with the earth alone,—the most
common fanlt in most treatments,—bul with the earth in relation
to man; they center the interest in personalities, and might, in
faet, be called biographical studies of geography; second, the
facts are presented in story form, with a style causing them to
take rank as literatore. Omne of the great needsin this fleld is
that of more books of this sort.

The story of Barbara's Philippine Journey bids fair, I believe, 1o
be classed with these two books of Jane Andrews. It covers
different ground with a very different plan. But it likewise pre-
sents the facts in relation to a ehild, and in a style that is even
more simple than that of Jane Andrews, while being very
attractive,
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This is & real letter written by the Tittle girl who made the real
journey of whieh this ‘¢ really true” story tells.




