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INTRODUCTION

‘What to read and how to read it,—these are the
problems that confront the teachers of the grammar
grades. For the primary grade teachers these matters are
easily gettled. Our little children’s desire to read the
printed page is enough impetos to carry them soceessfully
through book after book even though the content be of
litfle value as literature. It ia when this period of teaching
the meehanies of reading is past, that both teacher and class
lose interest in the effort to master the printed page, and
our children’s reading deteriorates. The reading period
is nmually a dull uninteresting time, when the children,
in eareless, slovenly mammer, run through page after page
of text, which makes little or no impression, however
literary it may be, becanse of the lack of vital imterest that
is aroused in the child’s mind.

It may be that most of us feel, that once the child has
learned to read, there i8 no further need for oral reading
exeept for practice, occasionally, in pronuneiation, pune-
tuation, and in the more diffienlt and obscure formalities of
the text. Reading, now, is to be left to the children them-
gelves for the pleasurable aequiring of kmowledge, end for
acquaintance with literature.

But, we, as teachers, must not allow ourselves to get into
the habit of making the reading period a resting plaee in
the busy day. We must remember that reading in itself
is the most important of all subjects, because through it,
Ianguage, our means of intercourse with all peoples in all
subjects, is developed.
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vi INTRODUCTION

Through reading we have our opportunity to teach our
preatest moral and ethieal leasons, and to build up, throngh
the appeal to the emotions, the fine well-rounded character
of the enltivated man and woman. Does not the teaching
of reading really mean teaching our children to understand
all the mighty thoughts of the world, whether they be
expreased in music, or poetry, or art, or in the characters
of the heroes of literature?

I reading is understanding, let us not push it aside
then, as unimportant, in the rush and hurry of our modern
life ; but let us take up this lost art again, and really learn
to read. Let us go back to the age when to be the reader
of 2 community was to be the teacher. When books were
scarce and reading was not a general accomplishment the
one who eonld and would read, commanded the respect
and admiration of all the countryside, We hear of neiph-
borhoods in oor grandfathers’ day where the farm laborers
were held in thrall by the yeading of g little gir] of twelve.
She used to borrow the Waverley Novels, and these men
and women, tired by a day of hard toil, would sit around
an open fire on the hearth in the evening, while one of their
number held 2 blanng pine knot as a torch to ghed its light
on the pages of her book, and listen, all eyes and ears, to
the dramatic reading of the thrilling tales, by this girl.

Do we not find this repeated in opr own experience to-
day, when, during a holiday time or a day of leisure, we
can soatch & guiet evening to stay at homef What greater
pleasure can there be than fo gather abont the open fire
and while we sew or kmit or employ our hands in some
light task, listen to a good reader and live with him
through the scenes of the good old books?

But, then comes the eriticism: '‘How few people read
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well! How few people speak well! Most people pro-
nounce badly, enunciate poorly, have umpleasant voices!™
They close their lips and shut in their voices so that the
discordant sounds emitted are annoying and make the
hearer long to run away. Read Hamlet’s advice to the
playere. How adequately BShakespeare has set forth the
requisites of a good speaker or reader. We cannot all have
the *‘golden voiee’ of a Julia Marlowe, or the emoothness
of speech of a Forbes-Robertson; but by eareful drill we
can aequire a& well modulated voice, and by constant prae-
tice all can achieve perfect enuneiation. It takes years of
practice to scquire the techmique and expression of the
skilled pianist or violinist. This same practiee would make
the precious instrument that we all have, a trained organ
under our control, that would richly repay us for the labor,
in the pleasure we give to others by our speaking voice and
by reading aloud.

And so, with the old-fashioned notion strongly before us
that reading means not only getting the thought from the
printed page, and widening onr knowledge of literature,
but giving this thought expression in beautiful language:
—the words pronounced correctly and enunciated clearly,
with voiee well-modulated, full and rieh, and the soul given
an opportunity to express itself in the sympathetic re-
hearging of the writer’s thoughts;—we have gathered, in
this series of Readers, a npumber of selections snitable for
oral reading.

We believe thoroughly that the reading text-books in
the pupils’ hands should contain a wealth of good literary
selections that will acquaint them not only with the style
of the various writers, but also with the biographies of
great and good men and women and stories of the interest-



